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FADE | N:

EARTH FROM SPACE - | ONOSPHERE

An escal ati ng THUNDEROUS SOUND precedes --

A FI ERY OBJECT that suddenly fills the screen --
speeds past --

| eaving a tail of dense snoke and flane --

rapi dly dissipating and shrinking, revealing again

THE EARTH and that the object is heading toward the
northwestern part of the North American continent.

EXT. SNOW COVERED MOUNTAI NS - FORESTED VALLEY - N GHT

A primtive HUNTING PARTY OF FIVE INU TS, in furs, crude
snow shoes and carryi ng spears, surround

A d GANTI C BROAWN BEAR
in a clearing ringed by spruce and nountai ns.

SUPER: Land of the Inuits, Upper North America (present day
Yukon), 1456 A. D.

Their concentration is broken by a BOOM from above -- N GHT
sonmehow becomes DAY -- heads turn upward, hands shi el di ng
their eyes as the bear escapes their trap.

In unison the Inuits cower, terror-stricken, as

the GLON NG OBJECT plunges toward them

ONE OF THE MEN drops down and, whinpering |ike an ani mal,
tries to dig hinself into the snow when

THE GLON NG OBJECT stops --
hovers in front of a nearby nountain peak followed by

a powerful gust of wind, SNAPPING trees, violently knocking
them down into nelting snow, |leaving themin watery craters.

The men recover, |ook up at the huge suspended object, no
| onger obscured by a_flerK glow, its geodesic shape
crisscrossed with vein-like protrusions revealed, as it

slow y di sappears sonewhere within the nountains.

EXT. HOMRD UNI VERSI TY - UPPER QUADRANGLE - DAY

HAPPY GRADUATES, holdin? diPIonas mll around after graduation
cerenpnies, with proud famly and friends. Al are bl ack.



SUPER: Howard University, Washington D.C. June, 1941.

One graduate in particular, JOSHUA WATKINS (22), and his
father CECIL (50s) stand apart fromthe others.

CECI L
M ghty proud of ya, Josh. So's your
Ma | ooki n' down, God bl ess her soul.

JOSHUA
| felt her. But wouldn't be standing
here if it wasn't for you, Pop.
Joshua puts his armaround his father, gives hima hug.

JOSHUA
Best friend | ever had too.

Cecil's eyes well with tears, he w pes one away.

JOSHUA
Let's go. I'll bu¥ l'unch and we'l|
see sone sights before your train

I NT. UNI ON STATION - TRAIN - EVEN NG
Joshua enbraces his father, hel ps himboard.

CECI L
Knock their socks off at that job
interview, ya hear?

JOSHUA
Got to. It's the only one | got.

A CONDUCTOR YELLS "All Aboard."
Cecil waves. Joshua's smle fades as the train | eaves.
EXT. OFFI CE BU LDI NG - DAY

Joshua enters past a block of granite: ROCKLEN WORLDW DE
HEADQUARTERS, Washi ngton D. C., Engi neers and Buil ders.

I NT. OFFI CE

Joshua sits before WARREN GRANT (40s), Personnel Manager,
crewcut, bowtie, and ramrod straight in his chair.

GRANT
So, you want to build bridges and
roads and see the world.

JOSHUA
Since | was a kid.

GRANT
Real | y.



JOSHUA _
One day | watched a surveying crew
bK a river near our farmin Al abana.
The surveyor in charge, an ol der
white man, took a liking to nme. Let
me | ook through his scope, explained
what he did. Saw | caught on fast.

GRANT
Nice fella.

JOSHUA
Told ne to study nat hematics, gave
me a couple of old text books. Then
t he bul |l dozers, cranes cane, watched
thembuild a bridge. | was hooked.

GRANT
Good story. Well, your grades,
recommendati ons, you, all inpressive.
| saw you because of Professor
Cornelius' call. Unfortunately...

Joshua' s shoul ders sag.

GRANT
Hear nme out now, son. Had you been
here a year ago I'd of hired you on
the spot. Your color's not a problem
in South America, but war has-

JOSHUA
M. Gant, | worked two jobs, seven
days a week, summers in the fields.
My dad sold off sone of his farm so
| could finish ny |ast year.

Joshua has a | ook of desperation. Gant is synpathetic.

GRANT
Well, there is one place where you'd
probably be building roads and bridges
sooner than anywhere. And have a
chance of seeing sone of the world.

Joshua's suddenly alert eyes |ock on Gant's.

GRANT
The Arny. Arny Engi neers.

Surprise followed by disappointnment fills Joshua's face.

GRANT _
Hey, some of our own folks laid off
have already joined up. W'IlIl be in

t he war soon, no doubt about that.



JOSHUA
The Arny? | want to build bridges
but not wth a shovel in ny hands.

GRANT
There's a col ored engi neering regi nent
based in Virginia, the 95th, not far
fromhere. [I'msure they'd send you
to OCS, cone out a |ieutenant.

Joshua's interest is piqued, his |ook intent.
GRANT

| know soneone at the recruiting
station here. Could call him

JOSHUA

Ckay. 1'll do it.

Grant is surprised by Joshua's sudden deci sion.

JOSHUA

Don't want to think about it. Please,

call now. 1'll go right from here.
GRANT

Call right now? You're sure?
JOSHUA

Positive. And | can finally start
sendi ng sone noney to ny father.

NEWBREEL FOOTAGE OF PEARL HARBOR ATTACK

PRESI DENT ROOSEVELT (V. Q)
...a state of War exists between the
United States of Anerica and the
Enpire of Japan...

EXT. WH TE HOUSE - N GHT

A snowfall and lights in windows provide a tranquil contrast
to the tension and angry argunents going on inside.

SUPER: February 6, 1942
I NT. WH TE HOUSE - OVAL OFFI CE

PRESI DENT FRANKLI N DELANO ROOSEVELT sits behind his desk
[istening to ARMY GENERAL CHI EF OF STAFF GECRGE MARSHALL
and SECRETARY OF WAR HENRY STI NSON ar gue.

GENERAL MARSHAL L
M. Secretary, they could attack
Dut ch Harbor, take Anchorage, directly
threaten the Northwest coast of the
US. ! They will invade.



SEC. STI NSON
There's only so many resources
avai l able! W' re tal king about 1600
mles of road through the worst
terrain anywhere. W don't have
enough engl neering battalions!

GENERAL MARSHALL
Use the col ored engi neering reginents.

SEC. STI NSON
It's against Arny Policy to send
them north! General Buckner woul d
refuse them Chrissakes, he's a
Conf ederate General's son

- GENERAL MARSHALL
Buckner will do as ordered or he'l
be relieved, goddamm it!

PRESI DENT ROOSEVELT
Gent | emen!
(silence) _
My decision's nmade...Build the road.
EXT. U S. ARMY BASE - CAMP LI VI NGSTON, LOU SI ANA - DAY
SOUNDS of trucks, heavy equi pment, VO CES YELLI NG

SUPER: March 7th, 1942. U. S. Arny Base, Canp Livingston,
Loui siana. 93rd Engi neering Regi nent (Col ored).

| NT. ARMY BASE - TRAI NI NG AREA - WOODS

Heavy equi pnent is being put through its paces cutting a
road through woods. The troops are black, officers are white.

Joshua Watkins, now a Staff Sergeant, begins YELLI NG waving.

Hi s anger is directed at the nerve-racked operator of a D8
bul | dozer, NEM HAH JACKSON (18), huge, baby-faced.

The bul |l dozer stops, a confused Nem hah | ooks out the cab.

NEM HAH
What's da problem Sarge?
_ JOSHUA _ _
Taking the trees too high, Private!
NEM HAH
Sorry, Sarge! I'mtry-

A white officer, LT. FOREST CLAY (21), with a bullhorn SHOUTS
down at the pair froma makeshift tower.



WH TE OFFI CER
(Sout hern accent) _
There's a war on! Sgt. Watkins, you
gonna kick sone butt down there?

JOSHUA
l"mhandling it, Sir!

WH TE OFFI CER
Well hurry it up then!
(under breath)
Dam, 1 gnorant Negroes.

Joshua nmoves to the bulldozer, nounts the track

- JOSHUA
(pointing, yelling)
Go down a foot nore and you'll take
the roots! No stunps to clear!
NEM HAH
Tryin' to Sarge, but |-
JOSHUA

Do it! O you'll be unloading rai
cars sonewhere, Jackson

NEM HAH _
|" m supposed to be a truck driver

JOSHUA _ _
' m supposed to be a officer with
the Ninety-fifth in Virginial

| NT. BARRACKS - NI GHT

G ant Nem hah pl ays poker with other black soldiers, CURTIS
PARSONS (20), nmnuscul ar, no-neck, LESTER HARPER (19), skinny,
wears gl asses, quiet, serious, CLAUDE 'POPS HARLEY (30),
hair already turning gray, pipe snmoker, and POLSEY LEE (22),
perpetual frown, chip on his shoulder at the "white world."’
Accents reveal they are all fromthe deep South

TWO OTHER SQUAD MEMBERS, AMOS KERNS and LEROY JOHNSON (18),
watch quietly while darning socks and polishing shoes.

POLSEY
W should be learnin' to drive tanks,
not god damm farm equi prment!

LAUGHI NG al | ar ound.

LESTER
Not farm equi prment.

POLSEY
Al we're gonna do is build goddam
barracks, roads 'round here. Gew
up fifty mles ah here chrissakes!



AMOS
' mcl oser than-

CLAUDE
You shoul d thank the Lord if buildin
barracks is all you do, fool

PCLSEY
Hey, who you callin' fool ?

Pol sey sl aps down his cards and stands in challenge. C aude
| ooks up at the young man unconcer ned.

CLAUDE
Wanna go off to war, like it's sone
gane! Real bullets, bonbs'|| shred
you up |ike buckshot at point blank.
PCLSEY
Yeah, well, I'mnot afraid!

(sits)
I want ta fight, not knock down trees
i n goddamm Loui si ana!

§p0|nts at C aude)
Careful who you call nanes, old man.

CLAUDE

Had an uncle fought in France with
the Harlem Hel I fighters. Lived with
us when he came back. Renenbered
himscreamn' in his sleep, coughin
up bl ood from bein' gassed.

(beat)
No probl em havin' white boys gettin
sl aughtered 'stead of ne, no sir.

_ CURTI S
Ral se.
Pol sey throws his cards in, still angry.
CLAUDE

Rai se you. Anyhow, this man's Arny
ain't gonna be sendln? no colored to
0

kill Gernmans, that's r damm sure.
POLSEY

Why da hell not?
LESTER

" Cause they're white folKk.
Cl aude nods to Lester. Everyone folds. Nem hah chines in.
NEM HAH

Notice how the Sarge is always yellin
out at me? |'mhis whippin' boy!



POLSEY
Tries to talk white, act white,
i npress those damm white officers.

~NEM HAH _
Feel s superior yellin' at a big man.
CURTI S
Awf ul young to be a sergeant.
PCLSEY

Never heard himswear either. Good
sergeants know how ta really cuss.

LEROY
| don't cu-
CLAUDE
That's bull! First of all he's a
col | ege graduate. Second-
CURTI S _
Goes to sone college, turns white.
CLAUDE

Dunmb ass. You know nothin'.
Curtis now shoots an angry | ook at C aude.
CLAUDE

He went to Howard University in D.C
It's an all col ored school!

NEM HAH
Yeah, well, white officer yells and
he yells | ouder, |onger.

CLAUDE

| f you cleared those damm trees right
no one'd be yellin'.

No one disagrees with Cl aude's conment, not even Pol sey.

NEM HAH
Controls on that new dozer are touchy
as hell...I"ma truck driver!

LESTER

|'mah ditch dig%er! You screw up,
t he Sarge | ooks bad, he yells!

Surprised | ooks at the slender, spectacled young nman.

NEM HAH _

What ?  You shut up, you skinny-assed-
LESTER _

You shut up! I'msick 'n tired of

all your conplain'.



9.

Nem hah |unges at him and the others pull the giant off the
totally defenseless Lester. Caude's in Nem hah's face.

CLAUDE
What a bunch of stupids | ended up
with! Y all should be helpin" each
other, damm it! Nem hah, you don't
et it right in the nornin’ you'l
e laborin' on the goddamm docks in
Mobi | e Bay soon 'nough, boy!

EXT. BASE HEADQUARTERS - MORNI NG

Joshua double-times it up to the steps of a frane buil ding
with a sign reading: 93rd Engi neeri ng Regi nent, Headquarters
Staff Command. Lt. Col onel Russell J. MCaul ey, Conmandi ng.

| NT. BASE HEADQUARTERS - OFFI CE
Joshua stands at attention before CAPT. LESLIE STONE

CAPT. STONE
At ease Sergeant. Colonel MCaul ey
just gave nme, um all your requests
(holds up letters)
for OCS. ..

EXT. TRAI NI NG BASE - WOCODS - MORNI NG

Joshua's nmen are getting their equi pnent ready and positioned.
Lester goes up to Nem hah's bul |l dozer, waves at him

~ NEM HAH
(yel l'ing over engine)
Whatta you want? Get da hell -

LESTER

(Yelling back)
Just listenl The trick to gettin

the stunps is not to drop the shovel
"til you're novin'! That's what |
learnt! Then go deep, start to pul
up as you cone to the tree!

NEM HAH
Yeah, well, don't need..

Lester runs off, back to his bulldozer.

Joshua gives the signal to begin, points to Nem hah

Nem hah noves his huge dozer forward into an area partially
cleared for a road. He positions his machi ne, stops, gives
a glance back at Lester, then backs up, starts forward and
Nem hah clears the trees, |eaving no stunps.

Joshua gi ves Nem hah an ent husi astic thunbs up
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| NT. BARRACKS - NI GHT

Nem hah approaches Lester's bunk. Lester is reading, sees
him |lowers his book, tenses.

The others take notice, stop what they're doing.
Nem hah extends his hand.

NEM HAH
Thanks for, ah, for the tip.

Lester shakes his hand with his surprise turning to a smle.

LESTER
Um wel cone.

Nem hah goes back to his bunk, passes C aude, stops.

_ NEM HAH
| I'ike ya' Pops, but don't ever cal
me boy agai n.

- CLAUDE ' POPS
(noddi ng)
Ckay. | won't.

| NT. BASE HEADQUARTERS - OFFI CE - MORNI NG
Joshua stands at ease before Lt. C ay.

LT. CLAY
CGot orders. Top secret. Moving out
i n the norning, oh-six-hundred.
don't even know our destination.

_ JOSHUA _
Sir, um Capt. Stone was working on
my transfer to OCS and-

LT. CLAY

Too | ate.
Joshua is stunned by the sudden turn of events.
LT. CLAY
Yeah, | know, college man. Well, |
don't want to be here either.

| NT. BARRACKS

Joshua addresses his men. H's tone is angry but excitenment
fills their faces.

_ JOSHUA
...1t"'s not a conbat zone! W're
al so ordered to turn in our rifles.
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PCLSEY

Qur rifles? Wat da hell, Sarge?
CLAUDE

Good riddens. ..

The group erupts with questions. Joshua puts his hands up.

_ JOSHUA
Quiet! Now, listen up! 1've told
you all I know. We have |less than

twenty-four hours to get ready. |
want the maintenance | ogs up to date.
| want that equi pnent serviced,

| ooki ng brand-new Understand?

The group is quiet, still stunned.
_ JOSHUA
| said, do _you understand?
THE MEN

Yes, Sergeant!
EXT. BASE GATE - DAWN
The Reginent is noving out. Trucks pulling flatbeds with
bul | dozers, earth novers, graders, dunp trucks, tankers, and
ot her equi pnent fol | oned by SUPD|Y vehicles, all pass in a
long line, their headlights illumnating the darkness.
EXT: WTH N THE BASE

Troops | oad duffel bags and clinb aboard canvas-covered trucks
that pull out and join the caravan.

EXT. RAI LROAD FREI GHT YARD - DAY
Heavy equi pnent noves up ranps onto rail cars.

SUPER: Bat on Rouge, Loui siana, Union Pacific Freight Yard-
Term nal, March 14, 1942.

Sol diers work frantically to secure the equipnment in place
with chains and cover them w th huge canoufl age tarps.

EXT. ALASKA ARMY COMVAND HEADQUARTERS - ANCHORACE - DAY

A blizzard assaults the base. Drifts nearly obscure the
Headquarters sign outside a connected grid of quonset huts.

SUPER. U.S. Arny Headquarters, Al aska Command
| NT. HEADQUARTERS - RADI O ROOM
CORPORAL BI LLY GATES deci phers a coded radi o nessage. He

finishes and i medi ately dashes fromthe radi o room down a
cranped hall to SERGEANT JCE TUCKER sitting outside an office.
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A LOUD, ANGRY SQUTHERN VO CE is heard inside.
He hands Sergeant Tucker the comruni cati on.

T O T
From WAashi ngton, Sir. ed, urgent.
Sent three times 'cause of weat her.

SERGEANT TUCKER
Washi ngton. Mdre bad news probably.
(head notions inside)
He's really on the warpath today.

CORPORAL GATES
Not gonna like this nessage for sure.

Sergeant Tucker knocks on the General's door.
| NT. GENERAL'S OFFI CE

BRI GADI ER GENERAL SI MON BUCKNER (53), bulldog face, stocky,
vents on COLONEL TOM PI CKETT (41) standing ranrod straight.

BUCKNER
Yankee sonofabitch Marshal |l threaten
me with ny star, Tom  Cone in!

Sgt. Tucker enters, hands himthe nessage.

SERGEANT TUCKER _
Urgent Sir, and coded from Washi ngton

Gen. Buckner grabs the nessage out of Tucker's hand, who
gives Col. Pickett a concerned | ook and | eaves i medi ately.

There's silence for a few nonents, then Buckner erupts.

GENERAL BUCKNER
Goddamm them Al ready shi pped the
93rd from Canp Livingston north

COLONEL PI CKETT
Al ready?

Buckner flings the nessage. Pickett catches it md-air.

- GENERAL BUCKNER _
It's explicitly against Arny policy
to send coloreds north, Tom

COLONEL PI CKETT
| know Sir. | mentioned that to-

GENERAL BUCKNER
TheK're fromthe South! Col oreds'|
fuckin' freeze to death in a week!
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COLONEL PI CKETT.
No ot her engineering battalions or
regi nents avail able, Sir and-

) GENERAL BUCKNER
Bui |l d a goddamm road overnight with
half a command that's col ored!

_ COLONEL PI CKETT
Thirty-ei ght hundred col ored troops
out of ten thousand, Sir.

GENERAL BUCKNER
gignorin ~Pickett)
Sonof ayankeebi tch!  Use ni gger troops,
okay. We'll find a way to use 'em

Gen. Buckner shoots Pickett a | ook, daggers for eyes.

COLONEL PI CKETT
(snaps a sal ute)
Yes, Sir!

EXT. PORT OF SEATTLE - DOCKS - RAI NI NG - N GHT

Cranes | oad the 93rd's heavy equi pnent into the cargo hold
of a huge freighter.

SUPER: Seattl e, Washington, Port Facility, March 18, 1942
EXT. SEATTLE DOCK - FERRY ' THE SEWARD - RAI NI NG - MORNI NG

Sgt. Watkins and his nmen nove up a gangpl ank, packs on their
backs, duffel bags on their shoulders, along wth the entire
shivering reginent. Vapor streans fromthelr nouths.

AMOS
Wiy don't they tell where we's goin'?

CURTI S
Never so damm cold in ny whole life.

LESTER
Been cold since we | eft Arkansas.

The rain changes to huge flakes of snow. The Men | ook
skyward, sone stick out tongues to catch snowfl akes.

NEM HAH
My Lord! Never seen snow before.

| NT. FERRY - BELOW DECKS

Joshua and his nen stow gear and test hampcks stacked two
hi gh, and hung in neat |ong rows.

_ LESTER _
Nem hah, you ain't sleepin' above ne
that's for damm sure.



14.
EXT. | NSI DE PASSAGE - FERRY DECK - MOVI NG - SNOW NG - DAY

Joshua, his nen, their conpany are at attention on the ferry's
huge forward deck. The scenery is breat htaking.

Their heads and shoul ders are qui ckly accumul ati ng snow.
SUPER: March 19th, 1942.

Their conmmandi ng officer, LT. COLONEL RUSSELL McCAULEY, wal ks
to the front of the group. The Sergeants yell, "Atten-hut!"

The nmen snap to attention.

COLONEL MCCAULEY
At ease, nen.

The sol diers spread feet, hands are cl asped behind them

COLONEL MCCAULEY
| know you' ve been monderin% wher e
on God's good earth are we headed.
Couldn't tell you until now. Headed
to Al aska, Skagway, Al aska.

Surprised MJORMJURS. Men exchange puzzl ed | ooks.

COLONEL MCCAULEY
Been ordered to build a road.
Presi dent Roosevelt hinmself issued
the order. W've been asked to do
sonet hi ng never done before, in war
or peace. Frankly nmen, we've been
ordered to do the inpossible. And
by God, we are going to do it!

The officers yell out, "Yes, Sir!" Then the Sergeants, then
in near unison the nen give a thunderous shout as well.
LT. CLAY
Squads! Proceed to the rear deck.
You'll be issued sone of your w nter

gear. We'll get the rest in Skagway.
| NT. MESS HALL - TABLE
Joshua's squad's in the cranped ness room eating K-rations.

CLAUDE
Damm! Left over fromWrld War |

POLSEY _
Maybe there's a [ ot of those Eskino
native girls where we're goin'?

CURTI S
If there are, they' Il be wearin' so
many furs and shit it'll take ya

you' re whole |l eave to get to da goods.
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EXT. FERRY - UPPER DECK - N GHT

Joshua's at a rail by hinself sipFing atin of coffee. A
clear sky allows noonlight to outline coastal nountains.

Lt. Cay wanders nearby. Joshua notices, sal utes.

LT. CLAY
At ease, Sergeant, at ease.

Joshua r el axes.

LT. CLAY
Never even heard of Skagway, Al aska.
JOSHUA
It's the town that sprung uE during
the Kl ondi ke Gold Rush in the 1890's.
LT. CLAY
Real ly? Gold rush..
JOSHUA
Read a | ot of Jack London, Sir.
LT. CLAY
Maybe we'll dig up sone gold carvin
out that road then!
JOSHUA
That' Il keep the nen working hard.

They share a laugh, it fades, they just stare out in silence.
EXT. FERRY - MOVI NG - APPROACHI NG SKAGMY - DAY

Joshua and his nmen crowd in with others on the forward deck
with all their gear, stonping their feet to stay warm

Snow covered nountains tower over the slowng ferry, as it
aPproaches the twin docks of Skagway, where the freighter is
al ready unl oadi ng heavy equi pnent.

SUPER. Skagway, Al aska, March 21, 1942.
EXT. SKAGMY DOCK

Col . NbCauIeY | eads his staff down the gangplank. On the
dock he's saluted by MAJOR CLI VE STUART and his aide, LT.
HOLLI S HARDEN. He returns the salute as do his officers.

MAJOR STUART
Wl cone, Col onel M Caul ey, and
conplinents from General Buckner,
Sir. Got sonme warmroons for ya'al
at the Gol den Done Hotel in town.
Hot bat hs, steak dinners, and the
CGeneral sent a bottle of brandy too.
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COLONEL MCCAULEY
Wonderful news, Major. Lead on.

The O ficer group noves off the dock, tal king as they wal k.

MAJOR STUART
...and we'll use the Wite Pass
Rai | way here to ship your heavy stuff
up to Carcross. Have to do it
pl eceneal 'cause ah the extrene
grades. Have it all up there and
your men in two, three days and-

COLONEL MCCAULEY
What about the rest of the nen's
W nter gear and bivouac-

MAJOR STUART _
Yeah, um well, got a problemwth
that at the noment, Sir.

EXT. SKAGMAY FAI RGROUNDS, OUTSI DE OF TOMN - DAY

A makeshift tent bivouac area takes shape with field tents
on wood platforms, their connected stoves snoki ng away.

A large cook tent has been erected and cal drons are hanging
over open fires. Coffee and rations are handed out.

Gangs of nen cut firewood fromthe adjacent forest and unl oad
suppl i es and equi pnent bei ng brought fromthe freighter.

Joshua directs his squad, pitches in when necessary.

CLAUDE
Jeez, Sarge, no disrespect but who's
running this circus anyway?

JOSHUA
War tinme, Corporal. Like everything
el se right now they're making 1t up
as they go. Get use to it.

| NT. GOLDEN DOME HOTEL - EVEN NG

Col onel NpCauIe¥ dines with Major Stuart. The Col onel's
hand hol ding a fork drops, |oudly banging his plate.

COLONEL MCCAULEY
You can't be serious, Mjor!

~ MAJOR STUART
(handlng an envel ope) _
General Buckner's own orders, Sir.

McCaul ey doesn't take the envelope. Lt. Cay accepts it.

- COLONEL MCCAULEY
| see, Major. Any, um other news?
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_ ~ MAJOR STUART
We did ship a ton of wool bl ankets
up to Carcross for y'all.

~ COLONEL MCCAULEY
W certainly need them \Wat about
socks, boots, wool pants, |ongjohns?

MAJOR STUART
That'll take a while, Sir.

EXT. SKAGMY FAI RGROUNDS - MORNI NG

Joshua and his squad dismantle their tenporary canp.

SUPER: Three days | ater.

EXT. WH TE PASS RAI LROAD STATI ON

Trucks and dozers are driven up ranps onto rail cars. Joshua
and his nen help secure the machinery. Afterwards they clinb
into an enpty freight car along with all their gear.

| NT. BOX CAR - MOVI NG

Cl aude | ooks out the partially opened door. Li?ht shafts
stream t hr ough openi ngs between rattling wall planking.

JOSHUA

, (angryL o
"' msure the spener¥ i s picturesque,
Corporal, but it's tfreezing in here!

Cl aude cl oses the door imediately.

CLAUDE

Sorry, Sarge.
POLSEY

Ridin' darails. Just |like hone.
NEM HAH

(confused%

Not hin' |i ke hone.

JOSHUA

gbangs fist on wall)
Qur fuckin' w nter gear better be
wai tin” when we get off, goddamm it!

The squad exchanges shocked | ooks, eyes |ock on Joshua.
There's fire in his eyes. Silence fills the box car.

EXT. YUKON - CARCROSS STATI ON TERM NAL - SNOW NG - DAY

Mount ai ns surround the area. VWde_Paths are pl owed throu?h
the deep snow around a | og-hewn railroad station and platform

A newy cleared road trails off into a thick spruce forest.
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Ajeep and its DRIVER idles nearby as Lt. Clay talks with
TWO ROYAL CANADI AN MOUNTI ES.

The train cones to a screeching stop. Joshua and his nen
junp out, begin unloading gear onto the ice-covered platform

OTHER SOLDI ERS junmp fromtheir rail cars and do the sane.

JOSHUA
Anmps!  Stay here and keep an eye on
our gear, especially that damm stove.

AMOS
Onit, Sarge!

The squads conbi ne, set up ranps and nove the heavy nmachinery
off and formit up on the road with Lt. Clay in the |ead.

EXT. 93RD BASE CAMP - OUTSI DE OF CARCROSS - SNOW NG - DAY

Joshua and his nmen work furiously to set up their barracks
tent and stove, cut down trees, see to thelir machines.

A towering stack of diesel fuel druns sit nearby.
| NT. LT. CLAY'S TENT - EVEN NG
A snow covered Joshua enters the Lieutenant's tent, sal utes.

_ JOSHUA
Men bi vouacked, wood cut, stacked.
Appreciate the hot neal, Sir.

LT. CLAY
Good to hear, Sergeant. Coffee?

JOSHUA
Thank you, Sir.

Joshua takes off his hat and gl oves, ﬁours atin cuE ful
froma pot on a stove. He waps his hands around the cup.

JOSHUA _
Any word on the rest of our w nter
gear? Socks, |ongjohns especially.

Lt. C ay appears troubl ed, apprehensive.

LT. CLAY _
No. Maybe the nen can nmeke | eggin's,
sweaters out of the blankets, or, um

JOSHUA
We'll-I-1 make do, Sir. At |east
they're wool. Better than nothing.
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LT. CLAY
Sergeant, um..dam it, 1'Il just
tell you straight out. The three-
fortieth is gonna be assigned the
ninety-third s heavy equi pnent.
They're already canped in Carcross.

JOSHUA
VWhat ? Qur equi pnent! No! Wo-
LT. CLAY
It's done. General Buckner's orders.
JOSHUA _ _
General Buc-they're a white regi nent?
LT. CLAY
Yes, but -
JOSHUA

What the hell are we going to do..
(their eyes neet)

Sir?
- LT. CLAY _ _
W' re assigned as the point reginent.
We'll, um build the rough pioneer
road the three-fortieth will follow
JOSHUA

Build a pioneer road. Wth what?
EXT. QUTSI DE OF CARCRCSS - PI ONEER ROAD SI TE - DAY

Dozens of crates are being pried open revealing HAND TOOLS,
t wo- man saws, doubl e-bl aded axes, picks, shovels, chains.

The tools are handed out. Joshua and his squad take theirs.

POLSEY
Bastards! Don't fuckin' believe this.

JOSHUA _
Well start believing it, Private!
Now let's get to work! All of yal!

EXT. PI ONEER ROAD - PELLY MOUNTAI NS, YUKON - LATE AFTERNOON

|t's snowi ng. Joshua, his squad, the entire 93rd, work
furiously wth saws and axes clearing a narrow opening through
the stand of spruce along a steep drop-off along a river.

SUPER: Pi oneer Road, Pelly Muntain Range, 100 mles west of
Wat son' s Lake, Yukon. April 16, 1942.

A | one jeeP pul I s out huge cut |ogs wapped in chains, as do
gangs of black soldiers pulling on ropes around snaller |ogs.
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Anot her jeep, driven by Lt. Cay, bounces along up to the
work canp. Lt. Cday junps out, |ooks around, spots Joshua.

LT. CLAY
Sergeant Watkins! Sergeant Watkins!

Joshua waves, runs over.

_ JOSHUA
Sir?

_ LT. CLAY
Cet in. Cotta see Major Stuart.

EXT. JEEP - MOVI NG

They enmerge fromthe narrow, rough pioneer road to where the
340th is building the highmax_mﬁth the 93rd's equiﬁnent.
Joshua gives a long | ook at his D8 bull dozers as they pass.

I NT. MAJOR STUART' S QUONSET HUT
The Major and Joshua talk. Lt. Clay is next to him

MAJOR STUART
...and you think you can survey a
better route for this goddamm road?

LT. CLAY
He's a civil engineer, Sir.

_ MAJOR STUART
Tal king to the Sergeant, Lieutenant!

LT. CLAY
Sorry, Sir.

_ MAJOR STUART
Anytinme you get a brainstorm Sergeant
you go outside the chain of conmand?

JOSHUA
No, Sir. Colonel MCaul ey cane out
because we were behind schedule. He
asked ny opinion about the situation.

MAJOR STUART
You think you know nore than ny
surveying officer, Capt. Jenks?

_ JOSHUA
No, Sir! 1-1 just suggested that ne
and ny squad coul d, maybe hel p and-

~ MAJOR STUART
You are going to find a better route?

JOSHUA
| don't know, Sir, but-



MAJOR STUART
&%elling)
But at?

~ JOSHUA
(getting angry)
The reason we're so far behind
schedul'e, Sir, is because we're trying
to go over a nountain, along a river
and have to blast a road out, Sir!

o MAJOR STUART
Rai si ng your voice to ne, boy-
Ser geant ?

JOSHUA
(forced calm _ _
Just answering your question, Sir.

There's a nonent of uneasy sil ence.

MAJOR STUART
That's all Sergeant. Dism ssed.

Joshua salutes, turns, | eaves.

MAJOR STUART
He's a troubl e maker, Lieutenant.

LT. CLAY
Pardon, Sir?

MAJOR STUART
|'ve seen 'em before. Colored gets
educat ed, think they know everything.

_ LT. CLAY
Sir, Sgt. Watkins is a good-

_ MAJOR STUART
Wites letters to the Col onel!

LT. CLAY
Sir, that's about OCS. He-

MAJOR STUART
(itgnoring Lt. O ay
Ckay, Lieutenant, he thinks he can
survey better than us? W'Ill send
hi mout, and you'll keep hi mout!

Lt. Cay isn't sure how to respond.
MAJOR STUART

| assunme, like me, you want to get
outta here and into the real war?
LT. CLAY

Yes, Sir!
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MAJOR STUART
Control the nigger then, Lieutenant!
Under st and?

_ LT. CLAY
(di smayed)
Yes. Yes, Sir.
| NT. Pl ONEER ROAD CAMP - SQUAD TENT - NI GHT
Joshua enters his squad's barracks tent.

~ CLAUDE
What's goin' on, Sarge?

JOSHUA _
Need four of you to go...dog sl edding
with nme...

EXT. PI ONEER ROAD CAMP - SUNNY - MORNI NG

Lt. day and Joshua watch as three transport dog sleds are
| oaded with supﬁlles, a surveying tripod and marker poles,
rifles in sheaths, snow shoes.

Cl aude, Polsey, Curtis and Lester sit down into two of the
sleds, all belng directed by

Al ex ' SOURDOUGH GORBOV (40s), bearded, wearing fur tri mred
hi des, and nukal uck boots, and

HUNNA LI NGET (50s), a native Inuit, dressed simlarly but
with nore fur and a sheathed nmachete on his belt. He speaks
in a mxture of Inuit and English.

Twenty-seven DOGS | ay quiet but alert in the snow.

SUPER APRIL 26, 1942.

Nem hah, Anps and Leroy nearby watch as Lt. C ay takes off
his .45 automatic, hands it to Joshua.

_ LT. CLAY
Just in case, Sergeant.
JOSHUA
Thanks, Sir.
LT. CLAY

Bring it back or it's ny balls!
Joshua puts the gun belt on under his coat, notices Nem hah.

JOSHUA
Sorry | couldn't take ya. Sleds
aren’'t big enough.

NEM HAH
Need fifty dogs ta pull ne 'round.
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Everyone | aughs.

JOSHUA _
Keep an eye on things, especially
that stove and Anpbs and Leroy.

NEM HAH
Ckay, Sarge.
(waves to others)
Y all be careful now

The CGui des proceed to give Joshua dog sled instructions.

SOURDOUGH
...and shift %our wei ght in the turns
and work the brake.

HUNNA
Hol d on tight.
(in Inuit)
Al ways keep feet on runners.

SOURDOUGH

Keep your feet on the runners.
JOSHUA

Doesn't seemthat hard.
HUNNA

Learn bend knees.
(in Inuit)
Li ke springs on bunps.
SOURDCOUGH _
Make your knees |ike they're springs
when you go over dips and bunps.

Joshua nods, practices doing it.

SOURDOUGH

You'll be in the mddle 'tween us.
LT. CLAY

Good | uck, Sergeant.
JOSHUA

Thanks, Sir. See ya in a few days.
Sour dough takes the first sled out. Joshua's next, and Hunna
follows as the restrai ned dogs BARK out |oudly, happy to be
runni ng. HOOTS, HOLLERS are heard fromthe sleds' passengers.

Those |l eft behind watch the three sl eds nove amaY. Monent s
| ater they all LAUGH when they see Joshua fall off his sled.

EXT. BASE OF THE MOUNTAI NS - MOVI NG - DAY

The surveying expedition's three doP sl eds glide along the
base of the nountains under a cloudless sky unti



24.

Hunna SHOUTS and Eoints at a gap in the nountains - A PASS.
Sourdough turns the | ead sled east. They head to the pass.

EXT. MOUNTAI N PASS - DAY

The sl eds are stopped, dogs being fed, as Joshua and his nen
make a cursory survey of the pass in the shadow of jutting
peaks. A forest of spruce spreads wide in the distance.

EXT. EXPEDI TI ON CAMP - WTH N THE SPRUCE FOREST - N GHT

Tents are set up, a fire crackles and flickers across the
faces of the group who are eating.

_ JOSHUA
Thi s pass | ooks prom sing, my not
be that far fromthe other road

HUNNA
Hope valley |l ead to pass out.

EXT. ANOTHER PASS - DAY

The expedition exits the valley through another pass. They
stop periodically so Joshua and his nen can survey the area.

Joshua | ooks through a transom on the tr|Pod belng hel d
steady by Claude, as Curtis, Lester and Pol sey hold up red-
ti pped nmarker poles in the distance.

Joshua makes notes in a small notebook he pulls frominside
his coat; takes conpass readings and jots them down as well.

Finally, Joshua uses a sextant to fix the sun's position and
al so enters those readings in his notebook.

EXT. TEMPORARY CAMP - AFTERNOON

Joshua and his nmen snowshoe back to the sleds where Hunna
and Sourdough are taking care of the dogs.

JOSHUA
It turns slightly to the southeast,
ten degrees. Have to go on, see if
the pass turns nore to the south.

HUNNA
(Iopking at the SkK
Clouds in sky. Wnd change.

JOSHUA
VWhat does that nean?

SOURDOUGH
Just a front noving in. Goes through
fast this time of year. Snow could
keep us put a day or so though.
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JOSHUA _
Hate to go back. This could be it.

Sour dough | ooks at Hunna who stands and | ooks at the sky.

_ ~ HUNNA
~ (in Inuit)
Ei t her way go, won't outrace weat her.
Hunna's eyes narrow wi th concern, then he nods to Sourdough.

SOURDOUGH
We'll go on.

EXT. PASS - SLEDS MOVI NG - SNOW NG - DAY

The sleds race now toward a stand of huge spruce as the w nd
whips the falling snowinto a fury.

The expedition reaches the trees.
EXT. WTH N THE SPRUCE

There's sonme respite fromthe wind but it's snowi ng harder
Day has becone night and it's becomng difficult to see.

HUNNA
Bad pl ace but nust stop!

Hunna and Sourdough hel p Joshua and his nen set up tents.

o SOURDOUGH
This is the nost protected spot here!

The wi nd bends the spruce, straining themloudly.
~ SOURDQOUGH
(yel l'ing) _
Stay 1 nside your tents! Get in your
bags! Eat! Ride out the storni

JOSHUA
What are you gonna do?

SOURDOUCGH
Move to the other patch of spruce.
More room protection for the dogs!
Joshua and his nmen get into their tents.

Hunna and Sourdough nove the sl eds and dogs across an open
area that connects to another, shorter stand of spruce.

EXT. WTH N THE SHORTER STAND OF SPRUCE

The pair unhook the dogs, westle the sleds into a semcircle
against the wind in front of the dogs.

After making a snow cave they parcel out food to the animals.
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I NT. TENT - N GHT

Joshua, C aude and Lester share a tent. Joshua's at the

entrance. A flashlight illumnates themas the wind how s
furiously battering the tent walls. Joshua hands out rations.
JOSHUA
CGotta eat, need fuel. Hunker down.
LESTER

Pretty bad huh, Sarge?
Joshua sees the fear in Lester's eyes.

_ ~ JOSHUA
Gui des said they' ve seen worse.

LESTER
Real | y? Good, that's good.

Joshua exchanges a knomﬁn% | ook with C aude then opens the
flap just enough for his head.

EXT. TENT
Joshua yells above the WND NO SE to the other tent.

~ JOSHUA
You okay in there?

CURTIS (O S.)
Yeah! Sounds like a @l f hurricane!

JOSHUA
Eat a | ot! Huddl e to save heat!

_ POLSEY (O S.)
| ain't cuddlin nobody, Sarge!

JOSHUA _
Huddl e! That's an order, Private!

~ CURTIS (O S.)
You's a n1ghtK handsone fella, Pol
cone on over here now

POLSEY (O.S.)
Sonof abi tch! Never thought I'd w sh
| was back in goddamm Loui si ana!

I NT. JOSHUA' S TENT - M DNI GHT

RUMBLI NG. The sound gets LOUDER. A flashlight switches on
hel d 2{ a shocked Joshua. Lester bolts upright, terrified,
t hen aude, who's disoriented, quickly becones frightened.

LESTER
VWhat the hell? Jesus Christ!
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Lester, panicked, clinbs over Claude to get out as Joshua
tries to untie the entrance flap while holding the flashlight.

JOSHUA
Get back, damm it!

EXT. TENTS - N GHT

Everyone frantically scanpers outside. It's pitch black
except for the beans fromflashlights that swng around wldly
and reveal heavy snowis still being driven by w nd.

PCLSEY
What da hell was that noi se, Sarge?

Joshua noves away, trying to | ook around with his flashlight.

CURTI S
(pointing with Iight)
Look at the trees!

The trees Lust to the right of their tents hang at 45 degree
angl es, a huge nound of snow behind them Oher beans join.

LESTER
Jesus!

JOSHUA (O S.)
Over here! Hurry!

EXT. QUTSI DE THE SPRUCE LI NE - N GHT

The light fromJoshua's flashlight has hit a wall literally,
a wall of snow. The top of a mangled spruce sticks out.

The others run up. Miltiple light beans clearly reveal that
the wall of snow towers over them

CLAUDE
My God!
JOSHUA
An aval anche! God so cl ose..
POLSEY
The gui des, the dogs-
JOSHUA

Check around! Hurry!

Fl ashl i ghts sweep the base of the nountain of snow. Joshua
clinmbs the massive slide searching for any sign of life as
ot hers search around. Joshua returns quickly.

_ JOSHUA _
Not hi ng! Batteries getting | ow

LESTER
How da hell did it mss us, Sarge?
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CURTI S
A mracle.

JOSHUA _ _
Lucky. The trees we're in are blgger,
means they survived aval anches before.

_ JOSHUA

Back in the tents.

CURTI S
The tents! WWat if-

CLAUDE

Stay out then, freeze to death
Curtis doesn't nove, the others hesitate.

JOSHUA
Get in those tents! That's an order!

EXT. TENTS - MORNI NG

It's still snowi ng but the wind has died domm. C aude and
Lester are folding up the tents. Backpacks are piled nearby.

Joshua and Pol sey enter the canp on snowshoes.

CLAUDE
What's it | ook |ike, Sarge?

JOSHUA o
Compl etely bl ocked. Continuing
east through this pass could be a
| ot shorter if it turns south.

LESTER
ILf it turns south.

Curtis shuffles as fast as he can into the canp.

CURTI S
Didn't find any trace of 'em Sarge.

Joshua nods. Waves for themto gather around.

JOSHUA
Ckay. We're in a bad situation
Got to get going, head east, hope to
run across soneone, lnuits, a village.

Joshua surveys the faces of the four frightened nen.

JOSHUA
W' ve got our gear, ny conpass.

PCOLSEY
|"'mw th ya, Sarge.
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Curtis and Lester nod.

CLAUDE
W all are.

EXT. IN THE PASS - DAY

The weather is clearing. The nmen are stretched out in a
line |l ed by Joshua, dwarfed by the nountains all around.

EXT. IN THE PASS - DAY

The group rests, except for Joshua, who is out ahead taking
sextant and conpass readings, witing in his notebook.

He rejoins the group.

- JOSHUA
(shaking his head)
The pass keeps turning north.

CLAUDE
Good Lord. Watta think, Sarge?
JOSHUA
Got to go south now. Gbin% to have
to clinb. See what's on the

(pointing right) _
ot her side of these npuntains.

Vihat 2 CURTI S
at “

CLAUDE
Al right men, ya heard the Sergeant!

EXT. MOUNTAI N - AFTERNOON
The line of nmen stretches upward al ong the face of a nountain.
EXT. SUWMT - TWLIGHT

Joshua and Cl aude nake it to the top and peer over into the
di stance only to find a wi nd-swept glacier a short distance
bel ow and anot her nountain ridge on the other side.

CLAUDE
Jesus, Sarge.

JOSHUA
( 0|nt|n8
er peaks visible beyond those.
thta be a pass on the other side.

CLAUDE
Sarge, the nen are-

) JOSHUA
Keep noving! Not far, not steep.
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CLAUDE
Sarge, we're exhausted.

Joshua sees the pleading in O aude's eyes.

JOSHUA
Tell, tell '"emto drop packs. Once
we're over into the pass we'll just

keep going...until we find help.
EXT. ON THE GLACI ER - DAY

The line of nen |ed by Joshua struggles in the glow of a
near full noon, their unshaven faces snow, ice Incrusted.

As they approach the base of the next peak Pol sey goes down,
then Curtis, then Lester, then C aude who calls out.

CLAUDE
Sarge! Sarge!

Joshua sees the nen all down. Looks at the peak a short
clinb away. He forces hinmself up the rock¥, w nd- swept ridge
on hands and knees, coll apses against the tfrozen rock.

JOSHUA
God, please, help us, please..

Joshua pulls out the .45, and fires off the entire clip.
As the reverberations fade, Joshua | oses consci ousness.
I NT. PRI M Tl VE LODGE- HUT

JOSHUA' S FACE, a side of which is intermttently illum nated
by a dying fire's flanmes inside a primtive hut.

He wakes with a start, wnces in pain as he pushes up on

el bows. He | ooks around the huge hut. Haunches of neat
hang above bei ng snoked. Joshua notices Lester, C aude and
Curtis still sleeping nearby.

Their arny uniforns, w nter gear, skivies hang nearby.

Joshua throws off his fur coyerin?, tries to stand, MOANS,
Wi nces in pain, but forces hinselt to his knees and craw s.

Lester awakens with a start. He sees Joshua on his knees,
naked, crawling, then pulling down his underwear.

LESTER
S-s-sarge?

JOSHUA
You okay?

LESTER

Yeah, | guess. Wat-where are we?
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_ JOSHUA
| nuits nmust of found us sonehow.
Lester sees Claude and Curtis still sound asl eep.
LESTER
Where's Pol sey?
JOSHUA

Don't know. Gonna find out.
After repeated tries Lester gets up, craws to his clothes.

LESTER
Comn' with ya.

EXT. HUT - DAY

Joshua and Lester energe dressed for winter, but find they
are in a

huge, breathtaking VALLEY in full spring bl oom

There's activity all around them INUT FAMLIES are busy
cutting strips of neat froma caribou carcass.

LESTER
It's warnml  How | ong have we been-

JOSHUA
Must be, ah, protected sonehow,
(scanni ng up and around)
by the nountai ns.

Count |l ess huts radiate outward fromtheir spot within a
massi ve val |l ey surrounded bK mount ai ns obscured b% W spy
swirling clouds that nute the sunlight but don't Dbl ock |t

) JOSHUA
Amazi ng. ..

Several Inuits notice the pair and stop their work, excitedly
calling out and approachlag themw th smling faces. Sone

are young, pretty GRLS 0 giggle and point. Joshua notices
one In partlcular MASURA, t heir eyes neet, hold for a nonent.

_ LESTER
Wnen, girls...

O hers join. Al are dressed lightly and notion, |aughing,
for the pair to renove their coats and hats, which they do.

An older male Inuit, KANNU, tall, inpressive, with el aborate
beading on his shirt in the formof an octagon synbol, _
approaches, and the others nove back to nake a path for him

~ KANNU
You awake finally! | am Kannu, the
one who | eads. You have strength.



JOSHUA
You. . .you speak English good.

- KANNU
Yes, this is Canada. Speak French
t oo, Russian poorly, prefer Inuit.

JOSHUA
| -1"mJoshua, this is Lester. Thank
you for saving our |ives.

- KANNU

The Mountain Gods favored you.
JOSHUA

You heard the gunshots?
KANNU

Only because aval anches forced our
hunters far off their trail.

LESTER
How | ong have we-

_ KANNU
Two ni ghts, days.

JOSHUA
There were five in our group. |Is-

| KANNU |
One did not survive the journer here.
Know t hat he was buried properly.

Joshua | ooks at Lester who's taking the news hard.

_ JOSHUA _ _
Qur gui des, do% sl eds were buried in
an aval anche that hit our canp.

KANNU
More aval anches on the outside than
ever |n_nennr¥: W have | ost nmen
too. Wnter fiercely resists Spring.

LESTER
Wiy is it so warm here?

HUNNA
This valley is like no other, sacred.

JOSHUA
But how do you-

KANNU
(hol ds up a hand) _
Al'l questions answered now if you
feel able to visit the Sacred Ones.

32.
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JOSHUA
Sacred Ones?

KANNU
They created the valleys.

LESTER
Created thenf

JOSHUA
There's nore?

KANNU

There are three. Like the shape of
the maple |leaf. Another holds and
protects |ife, and one is forbidden
to all, only for the Sacred Ones.

Joshua and Lester exchange | ooks. Kannu points at Joshua.

KANNU
You held gun. Are the |eader?

JOSHUA
Uh, yes. |'ma sergeant.

KANNU
Then you cone with ne.

JOSHUA
| want Les to cone, too.

Kannu hesit ates.

KANNU
Can cone, but may only talk to you

MOVI NG THROUGH THE VI LLAGE
Joshua and Lester are follow ng Kannu, trying to keep pace.

LESTER
That old guy can really nove nan.

EXT. IN THE VALLEY

They nove through neadows connected by stands of buddi ng
mapl es, clunps of birch, and patches of spruce and across
| og bridges over nountain-fed streans.

At a shal |l ow brook w thout a bridge Kannu stops, scoops water
to drink and Joshua and Lester do |ikew se, out of breath.

JOSHUA _
Haven't seen any birds or aninals.

KANNU _
We nust go outside to find gane.
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Kannu hands them dried neat froma pouch. They devour it.

KANNU
The passage is not far now.

JOSHUA
Passage?

Kannu is off wi thout responding. They jog to catch up.
EXT. GRANI TE PASSAGE WAY

They nove through a twi sting narrow fissure through a towering
granite outcropping that exits into

A JUNGLE

a prinmeval world of steamy, deep green, towering vegetation,

a rain forest |look but different, odd, exaggerated as if a
cartooni sh caricature of a jungle. The tree trunks, fern

stal ks, giant |leafy ground plants all have thick dinensional
veins within gigantic, grotesque, and varied geonetric shapes.

LESTER
VWhat the hell?

Kannu stops and points to a nmassive granite wall covered
wth vines that pulsate, emtting sudden bursts of vapor.
At the base is a precise, octagonal -shaped tunnel opening.

KANNU
Sacred Ones inside. | wait here.

Joshua takes a deep breath, starts forward. Lester hesitates.

_ JOSHUA
Com ng?

| NT. CAVE

It takes the pair a few nonents to adjust to the darkness.
An iridescent gl ow becones faintly visible as they nove in.

LESTER

That snel | .
o JOSHUA

Fam | i ar.

LESTER
Hard to breath.

JOSHUA
It's |ike-

A VO CE beckons them Calm reassuring, ethereal

_ VO CE (O S.)
Continue. Al the way, please.
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The iridescence increases enough to allow themto see clearly.
| NT. CAVE - MAI N CHAMBER

Joshua and Lester enter a chanber that's a geodesic donme in
reverse, perfectly carved into the rock. Thin vines cover
the inside converging overhead, their ends hangi ng down,

pul sating, and emtting a | um nescent vapor.

An ALI EN ETHEREAL FORM appears. It's body is ghost-like,
tapering to a wspy tail that is suspended off the ground
but the head is distinct and it's face, although w thout a
nose, has a strangely appealing, non-threatening allure.

LESTER
S- Sarge, ah ghost?

JOSHUA
| don't know. ..

It glides effortlessly closer to themand they see it is
envel oped within a thin veil of vapor charged w th sporadic,
barely visible streaks of electricity.

They're awe-struck by the sight. A lum nescent green in hue
with thin, crisscrossing veins on the head now noticeabl e
and pul sating, veins that are simlar to the vines.
_ ALI EN
Sit, please. Nothing to fear. | am
not a ghost. ..
The Alien's voice is soothing and eyes sparkle as it talks.

ALI EN
.1 am from anot her world. ..

EXT. TH CK SPRUCE FOREST - DAY

There's stirring wiwthin the forest, EXCI TED VO CES are heard.
Reveal ed, the forest opens up to a road, THE ALCAN

SOUNDS OF CONSTRUCTI ON EQUI PMENT i n the distance.

SUPER: June 3, 1942, ALCAN Hwy, 50 m | es sout heast of WAtson's
Lake, Yukon.

Joshua, Lester and Curtis enmerge fromthe shade of the spruce.

JOSHUA
Remenber our story?

LESTER
Told us a hun'erd tinmes, Sarge.
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JOSHUA
The aval anche killed the others.
I nuits saved us, brought us out when
the passes cleared. Say anything
el se they' Il court-martial us.

Lester and Curtis gravely nod in agreement. The trio noves
to the edge of the highway through a swarm of black flies.

LESTER
Good Lord! Bite |like Al abama gnat s!

CURTI S
Littl e bastards!

They reach the road and sunlight, nost of the swarm behi nd
them Joshua rubs around his neck, Lester's eyes go w de.

| NSERT: Under Joshua's dog tag chain is a thin vein-Ilike
ﬁrotru5|on glowing red in places where Joshua's bl ack skin
adn't grown over it.

LESTER _ _
Jeez Sarge, that-that thing he-it-
put 'round your neck, 1t's glowin',
your skin's growin' over it.
Joshua rebuttons his shirt. Lester, Curtis exchange a | ook.

- JOSHUA _
| know. Tried to-can't get it off.
Forget it. Let's go.
ON THE ROAD
The RUMBLE of a truck. They wave as it approaches.
EXT. YUKON - ARMY TENT CAMP - BI VOUAC AREA - DAY

A makeshift Arnmy canp dusty with frantic activity. Huge
piles of fuel drunms and heavy equi pnment everywhere.

| NT. TENT

Joshua enters, salutes an exhausted Lt. Clay |aying on a cot
who can't believe his eyes.

LT. CLAY
(bolts upright)
Good God! You're alivel

_ JOSHUA
Yes, Sir. But two of men, our
gui des, didn't make it back.
Lt. Cday is on his feet, still stunned.
LT. CLAY

How di d you-
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_ JOSHUA
lnuits found us after an aval anche-

Joshua takes off the .45, hands it to Lt. d ay.

JOSHUA
Thanks. This saved our lives..

EXT. YUKON - COMVAND HEADQUARTERS - DAY
Joshua 'double-tines' it up to a large tent, with open fl aps.
| NT. COVMAND TENT

Joshua sal utes Col onel M Caul ey bending over a board laid
across two sawhorses with maps and plans covering it. The
Col onel smles, returns the sal ute.

COLONEL MCCAULEY
Sgt. Watkins. Good to see you.
Doi n' okay?

_ JOSHUA
Yes, Sir.

COLONEL MCCAULEY
|, the Arny, owe you an apol ogy.

_ JOSHUA
Sir?

COLONEL MCCAULEY
Your application for OCS. Should of
been approved |long ago. It's ny
pl easure to tell 1t 1's now

It's clear Joshua wasn't expecting this news.

JOSHUA
Ah- approved?

COLONEL MCCAULEY
Lt. G ay also recommended you for a
decoration which |'ve al so signed.

The Col onel extends a hand. Joshua's slow to shake it.

- COLONEL MCCAULEY
Congrat ul ati ons sol di er.

EXT. I TALY - ANZI O NETTUNO BEACHHEAD - DAY

The SOUNDS of conbat are heard in the distance as a 'colored
engi neering battalion, the 387th, works repairing a runway
at the Nettuno airport when
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artillery shells, German 88's, EXPLODE, rip up the earth,
but are way off target, far to the right.

SUPER: February, 1944, Italy, Anzio-Nettuno beachhead area.

A SCREAM NG VO CE is heard. [It's Joshua, 2nd Lieutenant
insignia on, waving his nmen off their equi pnent.

JOSHUA
Foxhol es! Everyone!

AT THE OTHER END OF THE RUNWAY

Joshua sees THREE WHI TE | NFANTRYMEN on the run toward him
MACHI NE GUN FIRE takes all three down. One crawls to the
cover of a bulldozer dragging one of the others.

Joshua takes off toward the bull dozer.

Bul lets ricochet off equipnent, kick up dirt, as Joshua runs
in a zig-zag pattern to reach the wounded nen.

WOUNDED SOLDI ER
Medi c!

Joshua's hit in the thigh, he GROANS, hobbl ed, but goes on.
A ricochet creases his cheek, blood flows, as he reaches the
wounded sol di er |aying behind the track of the dozer.

Bul lets ping off the machine. The other soldier |ays quiet.

WOUNDED SOLDI ER
You camne-

Wt hout hesitation Joshua grabs the soldier off the ground,
slings himover his shoul der. The nmachi ne gun stops, but the
VH NE of German 88's foll ows.

Joshua grabs the other wounded shoul der's jacket collar and
begins a hobbling half-run, half-wal k away, trying to use
t he abandoned equi pnent for cover.

WOUNDED SOLDI ER
Thank you. ..

Joshua pushes on as the eneny gunners 'wal k' the expl oding
shells down the runway, destroying everything in their path.

He barely makes it to a runway drain trench

I NT. FI ELD HOSPI TAL - ON THE BEACH - N GHT

Joshua is putting his shirt back on, sitting on the edge of
a cot. Hs cheek is bandaged, so is an arm and bandages
cover his right side. H's bloody pants are already back on.

Joshua MOANS as he extends his wounded arminto the sl eeve.
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A DOCTOR, MAJOR JENNINGS, at the opposite end of the huge
tent notices him hurries over.

DOCTOR
VWhat the hell you think you're doing?

JOSHUA

| ' m okay.

_ DOCTOR

Li eutenant, you are badly wounded!
JOSHUA

Bull et went in and out of the |eg.

_ DOCTOR _

And in and out of your side and arm
JOSHUA

| heal fast Doc.
DOCTOR

We gave you two and a half pints of
bl ood! Can't understand how t he
hel |l you even stayed consci ous!

JOSHUA
Just | ucky.
DOCTOR
|' ve got questions too.
JOSHUA
Li ke what ?
DOCTOR

Li ke what is that, that protruding
scar all around your |ower neck?

JOSHUA
It's nothing. I'mfeelin better
and | have to get back to ny nen.
DOCTCOR

|"mordering you to stay put.
Joshua puts on his blood splattered jacket, stands.

JOSHUA _
Gonna court martial ne, Sir?

_ DOCTCOR
(sighs, relents)
Jesus, how can you even stand up?

JOSHUA
Bl ack fol ks have stood up after nuch
worse, for a long tinme Doc, Sir.



Joshua |inps away, stops, and turns.

JOSHUA _
Ah, how are those sol diers?

~ DOCTOR _
Not follow ng you out anytinme soon.

Jenni ngs wat ches Joshua |inp out, shakes his head.
~ DOCTCR
(to hinself)
Thought I'd seen everything..
EXT. FI FTH ARMY HEADQUARTERS - ROME - DAY

Joshua is driven up to the entrance of a war-torn but

functional nunicipal building. He junps out of the jeep.

SUPER: Rone, Fifth Arny Headquarters, June 9, 1944,
| NT. HEADQUARTERS

Joshua stands at attention before COLONEL LESLIE YOUNG
Commander, 387th Engi neering Battalion.

- COLONEL YOUNG
At ease, LI eutenant.

Joshua r el axes.

COLONEL YOUNG
Aside froma reprimand filed by a
Maj or Jenni ngs, al though he co-signed
our commander's commendation, you
ave an inpressive record.

JOSHUA
Thank you Sir.

- COLONEL YOUNG
Hell of a job on that runway.

The Col onel stands, his stern expression changes, and he
moves around his desk to Joshua.

- COLONEL YOUNG
Congratul ati ons, 1st Lieutenant,
Wat Ki ns.

Col onel Young pins the new insignia on his |apels.

EXT. SOUTH KOREA - CHONGCHON RI VER - DAY

Bitter fightin% rages. The integrated Ninth Infantry is
supported by the a
1st Lt. Joshua WatKkins.

40.

| black 77th Engi neering Reginent, |ed by



41.
SUPER: Sout h Korea, Chongchon River, Late Novenber, 1950.
Losses are heavy, Joshua orders his nmen into the line to
repul se reEeated eneny attacks. He nmans a heavy machi ne gun
of a crewkilled by gunfire. SGI. JONES directs their fire.
They repul se a furious eneny attack.
JOSHUA

Sgt. Jones! Take the nen, get the
wounded, retreat, forma new

perinmeter! ['ll cover you!
SGT. JONES

W can't | eave you-
JOSHUA

Do it god damm it! Now

Sgt. Jones, crawls along the line giving the order. They
begi n novi ng back, gathering up the wounded.

Joshua sl aps another belt of amm into the machine gun and
keeps firing. He's hit, but continues nowi ng down eneny.

EXPLOSI ONS ever ywhere, one sends him spraw i ng, unconsci ous.
EXT. FI ELD MEDI C POST - N GHT

Joshua's rushed in on a stretcher carried by a black MED C
and a white SCLDI ER

VEDI C
Still alivel

SOLDI ER
Bastard Chi nks bayoneted him al
t he wounded, when we counterattacked.

EXT. USS REPCSE HOSPI TAL SHI P - | NCHON BAY KOREA - DAY

A harbor filled with ships of all sizes and descriptions.
One bears huge red crosses.

?gggR: USS Repose Hospital Ship, Inchon Bay, Decenber 3,

| NT. USS REPOSE - BELOW DECK - | NTENSI VE CARE WARD

Joshua lies in a cranPed, patient filled ward. He's connected
toan |V. H s eyes flutter awake. He yells out, forcing
hi msel f up at the sane tine.

JOSHUA
Get out!...

A BLACK DOCTCR hurries over, eases himback down. Joshua's
confused, disoriented.
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BLACK DOCTOR
On a hospital ship, Lieutenant.

JOSHUA
You, you're a Doctor?

BLACK DOCTOR
Yes. Coinci dence.

JOSHUA
How how d | get here?

BLACK DOCTOR
Don't know exactly but sonme brave
soldiers got you to a nedic station
and they managed to get you here.

JOSHUA
We-we were overrun, killed everyone.
BLACK DOCTOR

They sure tried to kill you.
Shrapnel, bullet and bayonet wounds.
Should of. You're n1?hty_lucky.

The cold sl owed the bleeding | guess.

es to nove, wi nches in pain.

JOSHUA
M leg...

_ BLACK DOCTOR
Your right kneecap's shattered pretty
good. O her wounds, remarkably,

already starting to heal. Never
seen anything li1ke it.
JOSHUA
Heal fast. Found that out in Italy.
BLACK DOCTCR

Saw the scars. And what the hell is
that thing, scar, around your neck?

JOSHUA
When can | get outta here, Doc?
BLACK DOCTOR
Doc? 1'ma Captain, Lieutenant.
_ JOSHUA
Sorry, Sir.
~ BLACK DOCTOR
You'l I linp, nmaybe need a cane the
rest of your lite, okay? You'll be

shi pped to Tokyo, then to Hawaii,
then probably to a desk job somewhere
if you stay 1n the Arny.
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Joshua' s head drops back.

BLACK DOCTOR
Heard you stayed behind, alone, to
cover a retreat. Saved |lots of nen.
Proud of you, Lieutenant.

JOSHUA
VWhat, what about ny nen, Sir?

The Doctor takes a deep breath.

BLACK DOCTOR
| don't know, but anyone at the
front's taken, well, heavy casualties.

Joshua cl oses his eyes, shakes his head.
EXT. HONOLULU, HAWAII - OFFICER S CLUB - DAY

Sign identifies: Arny Pacific Command, Schofield Oficers
Club. Joshua wal ks up to entrance - no cane, no linp, his
uni form bears captain's bars. He pauses, and goes in.

| NT. OFFICER S CLUB

No one notices himat first then a head turns, a nmurnur, and
a few nore heads turn his max,_g|V|ng hi m curi ous | ooks.

One by one they go back to their lunch or drinks.

Joshua sits at the bar. An Hawaii an BARTENDER appr oaches.

BARTENDER
Hel l o Captain. What can | get yah?
_ JOSHUA
Wi skey, the good stuff.
BARTENDER
You got it.
JOSHUA
Make it a double.
_ BARTENDER
Com n' up.
The bartender pours the drink.
JOSHUA
Can | get food here, at the bar?
BARTENDER
Course. Sandw ches, fish-
JOSHUA

Ham and Swi ss on rye?
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BARTENDER
No probl em
JOSHUA _
Can | buy a bottle to take with?
BARTENDER

Expensi ve here, but sure.

Joshua nods, takes a long sip of the drink. Behind himA
PRI VATE enters the club, |ooks around and goes right to
Joshua, salutes. Joshua returns it, f r owni ng.

_ PRI VATE
Sorry, Sir. The Colonel asked nme to
find you and give you these.

He hands a surprised Joshua a bundle of letters.

PRI VATE
Guess they've been follown' you
around. Just came this norning.
One on top's marked '"Urgent' froma
Lucill e Watki ns so-

JOSHUA
Thank you, Private.

Joshua's frown turns to concern. The Private salutes and
| eaves. Joshua drains his glass, opens the letter.

He reads it - concern turns to dismay - he pulls out a bill
fromhis pocket, throws it on the bar and | eaves quickly.

| NT. ARMY HEADQUARTERS - OFFI CE - DAY
Joshua stands at ease before COLONEL DAVI D GREENBERG
JOSHUA
my father's really sick. 1'd
like to take an ener gency | eave and-

COLONEL GREENBERG

O course. |If anyone's earned | eave,
a favor fromthe Arny, you have.
JOSHUA

Thank you sir, but al so-

COLONEL GREENBERG
What you did at Chongchung was really,
um your Major wote you up for a
t he hi ghest commendati on, awaiting
approval by CGeneral Borchard and-

JOSHUA
Wwn't be approved Sir.
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COLONEL GREENBERG
Wiy do you say that?

JOSHUA
The CGeneral only gives nedals to
col ored sol di ers posthunpusly, Sir.

Col . Greenberg shows surprise which turns to disgust.

JOSHUA
Doesn't matter. Just need to get
hone fast, real fast.

EXT. HONOLULU - HI CKHAM FI ELD - RUNWAY - DAY

Joshua hurries along a runway up to a waiting DC 3 transport
pl ane, carrying a duffel bag and pack.

A SERCGEANT with a clipboard is at an open door. He stares
at Joshua, abruptly salutes, checks the clipboard. Surprised,
he nods, salutes, Joshua returns it and boards the plane.

EXT. ALABAMA - FARM - DAY

A rusted pickup, trailing a cloud of dust, stops at a well
built farm house with a wap around porch, but show ng signs
of neglect. It's hot, sunny. The dust hangs in the air.

Joshua gets out, grabs his bags out of the back of the truck,
wal ks around and gi ves the OLDER BLACK DRI VER, with a deeply
creased, weathered face, several bills to his surprise.

BLACK DRI VER _
-1, nmy, sure do 'preciate this.

JOSHUA
Thanks for driving all the way out
here. No one el se woul d.

BLACK DRI VER
And, and gotta say, seein' you an
officer, well, jeez- God bl ess ya.

The truck drives off, Joshua sees the porch screen door open.

LUCI LLE WATKI NS (40s) Joshua's cousin, stands there, tears
in her eyes, hands on her surprised face.

LUCI LLE
Oh Lordy it's you...it's really you.

He drops his bags, runs up and they enbrace.

JOSHUA
Got ny letter?
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LUCI LLE
Yesterday! And, and here you are!
Look at you, just |ook at you.

JOSHUA _
Thanks for what you've done, Lucille.
So sorry about Aunt Carice.

LUCI LLE
Mama's with da Lord, Josh. And oh
my, she sure was proud ah you.

_ JOSHUA
How i s he?
LUCI LLE _
Your Pa's sleepin'. Lotta pain |ast

night. Seeing you though's gonna
hel'p better 'n' any nedicine.

| NT. BEDROOM

Joshua enters the sinple bedroomwhere Cecil, frail, aged
considerably, lays snoring fitfully. He takes off his hat
and coat, |oosens his tie, grabs a chair.

As if sensing Joshua's presence, Cecil's eyes open, head
turns, and his face transforns to a | ook of pure joy.

CECI L
Son...you real or, or a dreanf

JOSHUA
No dream It's ne, Pop.

Joshua sits, clasps his father's hand and they enbrace.
CECI L

(broken voi ce)
Prayed hard |1'd see ya, before-

- JOSHUA
(tears in eyes)
Before nothin'. W're gonna get you
wel |, understand?

Cecil smles, nods, a tear rolls down his cheek.

CECI L
You | ook good, son, real good. Just
i ke, like ya always have.
- JOsHUA
Clean livin' and Arny food Pop.
CECI L

Got here so fast. Lucille, | think,
just read ne your letter didn't she?
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JOSHUA .
Arny flew nme all the way from Hawai i .
CECI L
Hawaii! You've seen the world.
~ JOSHUA
Alot of it | guess.
_ CECI L
Li ke ya al ways said you woul d.
Remenper ?
JOSHUA

VWhat | renenber is you believed ne...
EXT. FARM HOUSE - PORCH - DAY

Joshua's standing on the porch stretching out his back.
Lucille joins him holding her purse.

LUCI LLE
Ch, what your bein' here's done for
him Finally ate a whole neal.
He'll sleep good a while now.

JOSHUA _
Can't thank you enough, Lucille.
The noney |'ve sent covered things?

LUCI LLE
Ch ny yes, nore than enough. Have a
a good anmount saved yet.

JOSHUA
That's for you.

LUCI LLE _
No, no. Wat your Pa and Mama did
when ny Pa got the cancer, oh no.

Silence as they stand there | ooking at the setting sun.

LUCI LLE
You be okay now? Need to get hone.
JOSHUA
"Il be fine. You go rest.
LUCI LLE _
"Il conme by before doin' ny cleanin'.
JOSHUA

Thank you.

Lucill e goes over to an old Ford sedan parked on the side of
the house in front of Cecil's rusted flat bed truck. She
t akes keys out of her purse, stops, turns.
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LUCI LLE
Ya know, that extra noney ah yours,
why don't we invite fol ks over, have
ah- a real nice get-together here.
Your Pa would surely |1 ke that.

JOSHUA
Yeah, he sure woul d. Let's do it.

| NT. FARM HOUSE - BEDROOM

Joshua | ooks in on Cecil. He's sleeping fitfully but hIS
| ook is nore peaceful. He reaches down to his Pack pul
out a rolled up shirt inside of which is a bottle of mhls ey.

ON THE PORCH
Joshua's on a rocking chair drinking, as dusk becones night.
EXT. FARM HOUSE - DAY

A large, festive gathering. Folding tables and chairs are
set pP, platters and bowels of food fill two of the tables.
A grill made out of an oil drum cooks a whole pig.

ON THE PORCH

Cecil's on a rocking chair with pillows propping himup
He's happy. Josh sits next to himin civilian clothes.

Lucill e approaches. Waves himto her.

LUCI LLE
Josh, ask sonmethin'?

Joshua cones over. She speaks in a hesitant hushed tone.

LUCI LLE
Your Pa | ooks happy.
_ JOSHUA
Geat idea to do this.
LUCI LLE

The young fol ks, um keep askin' if
you're really an officer, a hero and-

JOSHUA
' mno hero.

LUCI LLE
Joshua, please, they
(points to crowd)
need a hero, to see a bl ack hero.

FRONT PORCH

The screen door opens, Joshua steps out on the porch wearing
his uniform ribbons, nedals, a gold braid on his shoul der.
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His father is the first to see him A smle, eyes filled
with pride overwhelns Cecil's inner pain.

The group, especially the young people are transfixed.

Joshua noves off the porch and they aPpIaud, tears in every
eye. They surround the first black officer they' ve ever seen.

| NT. FARM HOUSE - FRONT ROOM - NI GHT

Joshua sits alone, an angry stare, a glass in hand, jacket
open, tie off, hat on the tloor next to a bottle of whiskey.

A MOAN fromthe bedroom breaks his trance. He tries to junp
up, falls back, stands, rushes unsteadily into the bedroom

CECI L' S BEDROOM

Joshua's at his father's bedside. Cecil's breathing is
| abored. He opens his eyes, smles at his son.

CECI L
So proud ah ya, so proud.
JOSHUA
Oh Pop. ..l need you.
Joshua's crying, tears flow ng.
CECI L
It's time son. It's okay. Tine to

join your Ma...not, not 'fraid.

Cecil drifts off to sleep. H's fitful breathing rel axes,
normali zes. Joshua holds his hand, strokes his head.

JOSHUA
| love you Pop...

LI VI NG ROOM

Joshua staggers back in, starts sobbing. He stands in front
of a wall mrror, throws off his coat, strips off his shirt.
He takes out a pocket knife, opens it and

tries to cut off the thin protruding ring around his neck
overgrown with his own skin

JOSHUA
Gotta put this ON YOU Pop!

Bl ood flows, he can't pry it |oose. He throws the knife
against the mrror. He's crying, a horrific image in the
reflection, his chest covered in blood oozing fromhis neck.
EXT. FARM - WATKINS' CEMETERY PLOT - DAY

A M N STER conducts a burial service under a huge oak tree
before a newy dug grave with an oak sl ab marker.
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M NI STER
...even in the hardest ah tines, oh
Lord, Cecil Watkins, shared what
little he had with those who had
even less....

Joshua stands with Lucille. He's in civilian clothes, wearing
a msmatched suit jacket and pants. Lucille cries quietly.
His look is hard, unenotional. A crowd stands behind them

_ M NI STER
...lived everyday the golden rule..

Cecil's grave is the last in a row of several others with
crude headstones formng a half circle around the tree.

M NI STER
...s0 take this truly decent nan
into thy heavenly enbrace, oh Lord.

Three OLDER WOMEN begin singing a spiritual.
EXT. FARM HOUSE PORCH - DAY

Joshua sits on the porch. Enﬁty beer bottles and a whi skey
bottle are lying around. Joshua's a w eck.

Lucille drives up. She gets out of the car holding a
casserol e dish. Walks up, sees him

LUCI LLE
Ch Joshua. . .

LATER
He wal ks Lucille to the car.

_ JOSHUA
Appr eci at e everyt hi ng.

LUCI LLE
| worry 'bout ya. Wen, um when
you gol n" back?

JOSHUA
Don't know if |I'mgoin' back

Lucill e sighs, opens the car door.

_ JOSHUA
Lucille, that club, near town down
by the river, still there?

Lucille's expression fills with dread.

LUCI LLE
Ch pl ease, don't-
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_ JOSHUA
| can just drive the flatbed around
till 1 find something.

LUCI LLE
You don't want to be drivin' around
in town, 'specially at dark.
(si ghs again)
It's there. Wiy do you-

JOSHUA
Qut of beer.

LUCI LLE
Beer? Josh, your father wouldn't-

JOSHUA
He' s dead!
(cl oses eyes)
He's dead..

EXT. ROXY'S HOT SHACK - NI GHT

A sign of sorts, words fornmed by old Christnmas |ights, spel
out "Roxy's Hot Shack'. A shack it is, with many additions.
The Christmas lights are al so strung alon% the edge of the
tin roof. LOUD BLUES MJUSI C vi brates the hum d night air.

A flatbed truck pulls into a crowded, pothole filled parking
lot. Joshua gets out. He's wearing farm clothes.

I NT. ROXY'S

Joshua wal ks in. Snoke filled, steany. Casual %Iances turn
to long | ooks, frowms. The tables are filled, the place is

junpin'. Joshua noves to an open space at the bar.
A yopn% bartender, PERCY 'PT" TILMAN, pal ned, sem -
straightened hair, wearing a red silk shirt approaches.
PT
New ' round here?
JOSHUA

Hello to you too. G ew up near by.
Jack Daniels, a bottle.

PT
A bottle, hah. W don't sell no
bottles, by the drink only way.

JOSHUA
Ckay, a double then

Joshua throws a twenty on the bar.

PT
Grew up 'round here, hah? Never
seen ya before.
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Been away for a while.

The w se-ass bartender pours out two shot gl asses.

PT
A double. So what's

JOSHUA
Want ny birth certifi

PT
Never can tell 'bout

t he name?

cate too?

strangers.

Even ni gger strangers.

Joshua downs one of the shots,

bangs the glass on the bar,

glares at Percy. The sound draws a few | ooks.

nane?

ah Cecil Watkins?

_ PT
Calmit, man. Just askin's all.
- JOSHUA
Joshua Watkins. Your
PT
Joshua? You rel ative
JOSHUA

My fat her.
Percy's expression changes inst
PT
God al mi ght y!
(sticks out hand)
"' m Percy Til man-
Joshua shakes the hand.

PT

antly, conpletely.

Your Pa hel ped out ny folks. Planted
their beans when ny Pa got laid up

with the arthritis,.
sane church. Howis

_ JOSHUA
Got sick, passed on t
Reason | cane back

PT

Went to the
he?

wo days ago.

Jeez, sorry man. Really sorry.

Joshua downs the second shot.
JOSHUA

Anot her doubl e, um Percy, right?

PT

PT for short. Everyone calls ne PT.

52.
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Percy fills the shot gl asses.

PT
On nme, man.
JOSHUA
Thanks. Anywhere | can get a bottle?
PT
Shit, 1'"lIl get ya a bottle.

Joshua downs a shot, rubs his tenples, closes his eyes and
when he opens them an flashy dressed wonen, attractive but
worn, CELIA RAYS (30s) is standing next to himsmling.

CELI A
Never seen you 'round here before.

She offers Joshua a cigarette, he shakes his head, she lights
up. PT returns with a bottle, answers before Joshua can.

PT
Joshua Wt ki ns. Hs Pa is, ah, was,
Ceci| Wwatki ns.

Celia's cone hither manner relaxes instantly, transforns to
surprise, followed by synpathy.

CELI A
God dam, no way! [|'m Celia Rays.
A flash of recollection flickers in Joshua' s eyes.
CELI A
Buckst on County School ?
JOSHUA

O course. Yeah, yeah | renenber.
Prettiest girl in school.

Celia smles, faltered, but her | ook turns sol emm.

CELI A
My fol ks knew your Pa. M/ Mama was
at his service. Hey, you're a rea
big shot Arny officer, right?

PT
An Arny officer?

JOSHUA
|"mhere to forget all that.

Joshua downs the other shot. Celia and PT exchange | ooks.
CELI A

You were always the smart one. God,
you | ook so, so, young.
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JOSHUA _
Can | buy you a drink, Celia?

CELI A
Sure. Wiat | do here. Get nen to
buy nore drinks. Usually butt ugly.

They share a IauPh. PT fills glasses and Joshua throws
anot her large bill on the bar.

EXT. ROXY'S HOTI' SHACK - N GHT

Joshua's drunk, ranting on about the Arny. PT and Celia are
hel pi ng hi mout of the cl ub.

JOSHUA
they hate col ored people hat e
all of us, fuckin' arny...fuck 'em

Joshua points to his truck

~JOSHUA
There! Right over there!

CELI A
(to PT).
"Il take himto ny place.

PT gets Joshua into his car as Celia goes back to the shack
turns out the Christmas |ights.

EXT. SHANTY HOUSE - DAY

A sinple small clapboard house not nmuch |arger than a shed
in the black section, on the outskirts of the town.

I NT. SHANTY

Joshua sl eeps on a small bed alon% a wall in the one room
house. He's on the edge where a bucket is just bel ow him

JOSHUA
(nunbllng in sIeepL
.sacred one...go bac . Masur a! .

Celia, on the floor, wakes, puts on a robe, and checks Joshua,
wavi ng a hand across her face as she takes the bucket outside.

She returns, unbuttons Joshua's stained shirt, and begins
entlx pulling it off himand abruptly stops, starring at

the thin protruding scar around his neck and

SHRI EKS and recoils when the scar starts pul sating.

She pulls the shirt free and washes it in a sink, repeatedly
eyei ng Joshua's scar. The pul sating has stopped.

LATER
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Joshua wakes, | ooks around. Celia sits at a table eating.

JOSHUA
Wher e- what t he-
CELI A
My place. Renenber ne?
JOSHUA
Celia?
CELI A

Yeah. Got a |load on | ast night.
Joshua throws off the bl anket, sees he's in his skivies.
CELI A

Washed your shirt, pants. Dryin'
outside. Dirtied "empretty good.

JOSHUA _
Ch god, sorry about this..
CELI A
Couldn't let you kill yourself drivin

home. PT hel ped ne get ya here.
Joshua sits on the edge, w nces from head pain.

JOSHUA
PT?...0Oh, yeah, PT...Ch Lord...

CELI A
Cof f ee?

Joshua nods. Celia pours coffee in a cup, hands it to him

CELI A
What's that scar 'round your neck?

Joshua's hand goes to it, eyes Celia uncertainly.

CELI A
Had me screanin' and al most runnin
out when it started throbbin' |ike-
like nothin' | ever saw.

JOSHUA
It was? Ah, it-it's an old wound,
fromthe war. Does that soneti nes.

CELI A
A old wound? There were scabs, on-
on cuts under it. Recent ones. And
that scar was, ah perfectly round-

~ JOSHUA
It's nothing. A long story, Celia.
So, ah, where's ny truck?
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) CELI A
Left it at Roxy's.

Joshua sips the coffee with relief.

CELI A
You, um talked in your sleep a |ot.

Joshua stops md-sip, |ooks concerned.

CELI A
Kept, kept nunblin' about the sacred
ones, and that they cursed you?

Joshua's quiet, unsure what to say.

CELI A
VWhat's Masur a?

Joshua's eyes, filled with surprise, neet Celia's.

_ CELI A
Kept sayin' that word over and over.

He doesn't answer. Celia breaks the lull.

CELI A _
Just um one ah those crazy-like
dreans that don't nake no sense?

JOSHUA
|'ve been in two wars, in conbat,
have seen things, |ot ah death,
experienced things that-

CELI A
Ckay, understand. Just all really
weird, and with that scar and all..

Joshua runs a hand over his | ower neck.

JOSHUA
Ah, was there any noney left in ny-

CELI A
Took it out before | washed 'em
Oh, and that bottle, you bought it.

Celia points to a bottle of whiskey on a shelf by the sink.

JOSHUA
Celia, I-thank you for-
_ CELI A
You tipped ne, PT, real good.
JOSHUA

Need to get back to ny truck



CELI A
PT'I| be here in a couple ah hours
to pick ne up, go back to work.
JOSHUA
Are you and PT, um
CELI A
No. He's got a girl. [|'m al one now.
JOSHUA
Now?
CELI A

Was married. He-he was |ynched
workin' up in Birmngham Year ago.

JOSHUA
Ch ny God, Jesus. |I'm

CELI A
| loved himbut he fooled around.
Finally fooled with forbi dden goods,
a white wonman. Got caught.

JOSHUA
No one deserves to be | ynched!

_ CELI A
Happenin' a lot 'round here. You've
been gone an awful long tine...

Joshua finishes the coffee. Celia w pes tears away.

JOSHUA
When's your day off?

CELI A
(1 aughs) _
Sunday | guess. Roxy's is closed on
Sunday, by dawn Sunday.

JOSHUA o
Let's, ah, let's do a picnic.
CELI A
Ah picnic?
JOSHUA

Yeah, drive out to a quiet place |
know, you and ne. Can you cook up
sonme chicken and stuff? 1'I1l pay.

CELI A
| make da best chicken you ever ate.
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EXT. RI VER BANK - DAY

Joshua and Celia sit on a bl anket, an open basket with plates
| aid out, eating chicken. A bottle of mhiskex i s al so opened.
They are surrounded by trees but to their right a bridge is
visible, as is a steady streamof auto and truck traffic.

JOSHUA
Sure do know how to cook.

Celia smles. A honking horn fromthe bridge disturbs the
peaceful setting. Celia shakes her head.

~ CELIA
So that bridge changed your life.
Can we nove now, mnaybe?

JOSHUA
| watched it being built. Thought
that was the nost wonderful thing
|'d ever seen. | had to do it.
Little did I know what awaited ne...

Celia |l eans over and gives Joshua a kiss, he responds back.

_ CELI A
That awai ted you.

They | augh, ki ss again, easing down on the bl anket.
LATER
They are lying together |ooking up at the sky.

CELI A
So, what would ya do, if you | eave
the Arny?

Joshua sits up, pours whiskey into a tin cup, takes a gulp.

JOSHUA _
Go to South Anmerica. Maybe finally
build real bridges..

I NT. ROXY'S - NI GHT

Joshua's at the bar, PT's pouring hima drink, Celia is doing
her job at the tables seducing custoners into drunkenness.

PT's eyes go wide, abruptly stops pouring Joshua's drink.
Heads turn, nusic stops, Joshua | ooks around at

TWO WHI TE ARW MPS with a | ocal WH TE COUNTY SHERI FF st andi ng
in the doorway.

SHERI FF
Okay folks, listen up here! Lookin

for a
( MORE)



SHERI FF ( CONT' D)
(eyes paper in hand) _
Joshua Wat ki ns. .. Joshua Wat ki ns!

SI LENCE
SHERI FF
key doke, we'll do it the hard way.
Get your identification out. Better
all have sonme, and proof of age..
Joshua steps forward.

JOSHUA
| ' m Joshua Wat ki ns.

The Sheriff turns to the MPs-

SHERI FF
He's all yours.

-and wal ks out.

- JOSHUA
How d you find ne here?

MP #1
Asked around, Sir.

_ ~JOSHUA _
Lucille right? M cousin?

Their silence and | ooks answer the question.

MP #2
Need to | eave now, Sir.

Joshua doesn't nove. Roxy custoners begin to stand,
nove to Joshua. The MPs exchange a nervous | ook.

MP #1
Sir, our Colonel hinself said you,
you cone along, nothin'll haPPen.
He understands he said to te ya
MP #2
And to say he talked with a Col onel
G eenberg.
MP #1
W'l stop wherever, to pick up your
things, Sir.

sone

A few nore people stand. Their | ooks are getting angry.

JOSHUA
Ckay, sergeants. 1'll go.
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CELI A
Ch Joshual

JOSHUA
| -1 have to, Celia.

CELI A
Com n' back?

Joshua gives a long sigh, |ooks around, his eyes neet hers.

_ MP #1
Sir, we'll be outside. No hurry.

Celia noves to Joshua, tears in her eyes. The nusic restarts.
JOSHUA

| -1 wouldn't be any good for you.
Too many denons.

CELI A
W all have denpns.
JOSHUA
l"'msorry. Got to go.

(to PT)
Take care of yourself.

PT nods. Celia wi pes her tears, turns angry, stonps away.

EXT. WASH NGTON D. C. - MARRIOIT HOTEL - MORNI NG

The hotel sign reads: Welconme WN I Bl ack Builders of the
ALCAN, Arny Engi neers Reunion, Aug. 9-10.

Super: Washington D.C. August 10, 1996.
| NT. BALLROOM

Fornmer Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, four-star General COLIN
PONELL, addresses the nodest-sized gathering.

Tabl e placards identify the regiments around which sit the
el derly bl ack veterans and their famlies. Mst wear Arny
hats displaying unit nanmes. A few have old unifornms on

GENERAL POWELL
...and to give long overdue
recoPnltion to a truly extraordinary
but little known achi evenent by
African-Anerican Arnimy troops in Wrld
War Two. The building of the ALCAN

Powel | pauses for effect, |ooks over the room
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GENERAL POWELL
Si xt een-hundred mles long, built
across renmote w | derness, mnuch of
whi ch had never even been charted
before, in tenperatures that reached
si xty below zero at tinmes and done
in an astoundi ng ei ght nont hs!

There's APPLAUSE. Tears and pride cover the veteran's faces.

GENERAL POVELL
Ten thousand troops Bart|0|pated.
Over one-third were bl ack sol diers!

Louder APPLAUSE.

GENERAL POWELL
Al t hough sone reco%nition was given
on the ALCAN s 50t h Anniversary,
today we'll do it right.

Even LOUDER APPLAUSE erupts now as we CLOSE ON one table.
A TABLE

THREE VETS are seated at a table that's filled out wwth FAMLY
MEMBERS. A placard bears the 93rd Re |nent insignia. The
Vets wear their reginment hats. %es identify them
Lester Harper, Curtis Johnson and hbn1ha Jackson.

CENERAL POVELL (O S.)
Many who served with distinction are
one. In their nenory though we wl|
onor them and those still with us..

LATER

The cerenony is over. Lester, Curtis and Nem hah wear just
awar ded service ribbons and nedals on their suit coats.
They are reliving old tines, bottles of beer on the table.

_ ~ NEM HAH
God, it's just so good to see y'all.

Their famly nenbers are | ooking over the nuseumlike disFIay
of mounted pictures and nenorabilia lining a ballroom wal
or stand in line to neet General Powell.

CURTI S
Vell, glad Les saw the reunion in
the VA newsletter, and called ne.
Wwndered who we'd see here.

Lester takes swi gs of sonething stronger froma fl ask.

~ LESTER
Hard comn' all the way out here.



CURTI S
Never had much of a hankerin' really
to relive the war years.

NEM HAH
Li kely the | ast big reunion. Not
many of us left. Anobs used to cone.
He passed two years ago.

LESTER
Young Anpbs. God rest.

Lester raises his flask to Anos' nenory, drains it.

_ CURTI S
Was hopin' we m ght see Sarge here.

LESTER
(slurring words)
Haven't seen hi msince that dam
road was finished. W went to the
Pacific, Sarge finally went to OCS

_ NEM HAH
| saw him
LESTER
Ya di d?
CURTI S
VWhen?
NEM HAH

Tracked hi mdown right here in D.C.
'58 or '59. M construction conpany
got a government contract here.

Al ways wonder ed what happened to the
Sarge. Soneone you just don't forget,
wanted to know, wanted as a friend.

LESTER
Al ways t hought about him
CURTI S
Saved our |ives. |f he hadn't nade

us go up those dam nountains, fired
off his .45, we wouldn't be here.

~ LESTER
Had some interestin' help too, Curtis.

Lester's eyes neet Curtis' who frowns with irritation
NEM HAH _
Anyway, a governnent friend | nmade
tracked Joshua down in no tine.

Curtis and Lester's attention focuses back on Nem hah.
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They
LOU' S ELLI NGTON ( 38).

NEM HAH
Turns out he was a major at the 95th
Battal i on headquarters 'cross the
river. Called him net for dinner.

LESTER

Real ly! Ah major. How was he?
NEM HAH

Looked, well, the sane. Sure could

drink though, but, um inside,
t hi nk Korea really changed him

_ LESTER
He was in Korea? What happened?

NEM HAH
Survived a huge battle at sone river
Wul dn't talk about it, but | |earned
hi s conpany was w ped out, he was
badly wounded. M racle he survived.

CURTI S
Ww, that's really somethin'.

NEM HAH
Wote himletters after, cane back
he'd left the Arny. That was it.

LESTER
Never tried to find himagain?

NEM HAH
Nope. Hey, had ny own construction
conpany, a famly, chasin' the
Aneri can Dream keepin' me busy.

CURTI S
Your own conpany?

NEM HAH
Yeabh. Hard to believe. The b

dunb ox who couldn't work a bul [ dozer

are interrupted by a tall, well dressed, black man,
He's hol di ng a notebook in one hand

and a briefcase in another.

ELLI NGTON
Hello. Sorry to interrupted. Do
you mnd if | join you a nonent?

The three old soldiers | ook at each other.

LESTER
Have a seat.
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ELLI NGTON
Thank you. Promse |I'll be quick.
(extends his hand?
| "' m Professor Louis Ellington, teach
hi story at Harvard. Perhaps you' ve
seen ny PBS special s?

Nem hah and Lester shake their heads "no" but not

CURTI S _
Are you-yeah, | know you, did the
docunentary on the Buffal o Sol diers.

ELLI NGTON
Correct, yes! And a couple of others.
LESTER
Interested in the Al can, huh?
_ ELLI NGTON
Yes, quite. I'mwiting a book and
a docunentary for PBS wth ny producer-
NEM HAH
Make a great story, that's for sure.
CURTI S
Well ya better do it fast so we're
still around to see it!
ELLI NGTON

W plan to. Uh, one of the vets we
interviewed nentioned The Lost Patrol.
| understand you were survivors?

NEM HAH
Not ne but...
(poi nting)
...they sure were.
CURTI S
The Lost Patrol. Jez, haven't heard
t hat nane since well, since..
ELLI NGTON

&% partner, Harlan Gates, is upstairs
ere we video oral histories. Wn't
take long. Appreciate it if you let
us record everything you renenber
about The Lost Patrol, how you

survi ved and-

LESTER _
You want to know everyt hi ng?

CURTI S

Les-

Curtis.
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Si | ence.
El I'i ngton
anticipati

LESTER
What ? He wants to know what haPpened.
It's about tinme we told the whole
dam story, what really happened,
what happened to C aude.

NEM HAH
ReaIIK happened? Watta ya nean?
What happened to C aude?

Lester and Curtis stare at each other.

LESTER
|'mtired of all this secrecy crap!
So people'll think we're senile.
Al ready think that. V%Y take it to
the grave? What the hell, Curtis.

CURTI S
| don't want ny famly readin' 'bout
me on the cover of sonme supernmarket
tabl oid, that's why!

LESTER
| don't care! I'mtelling the whole
story! Just wsh the Sarge was here.
He knows a hell of a |ot nore.

has a | ook of puzzlenment but also excited
on on his face. Nem hah is incredul ous.

ELLI NGTON _
Gentlemen, |I'mreally curious now.
And if there's sonething that needs
to be kept, confidential, | promse
you it wll be kept secret until, um
LESTER
"Til we kick the bucket?
ELLI NGTON
| f need be.
NEM HAH

VWat the hell is this all about?
VWhat happened to C aude?

LESTER
Take it easy. Let's go up.
(to Ell1ngton)
Got any liquor in that suite?

ELLI NGTON
| think so.

CURTI S
God knows we'll all need it.
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I NT. SU TE

Ellington introduces the trio to HARLAN GATES, (30s), African-
Aneri can, rugged good | ooks, goatee.

I n the background are light stands with unbrella diffusers,
a tripod and video canera, mc boom an audio m xing board.

ELLI NGTON
My producer and partner, Harlan Gates.
Har, nmeet M. Lester Harper and-

LESTER
Just call me Les. This is Curtis,
and the big guy's Nem hah.

GATES
kay, Les. Honored to neet you all.

ELLI NGTON
Pl ease sit on the couch in front of
the canmera setup

LESTER

Where you hidin' the |iquor?
GATES

Li quor? Beer okay?
LESTER

Yeah, | guess.

Gat es hands out beers from a cool er.

ELLI NGTON
Harl an, Lester and Curtis were part
of that Lost Patrol.

GATES
Really? [I'll get ready to roll

Curtis | eans over to Lester and whi spers.

CURTI S
W don't have to do this, Les.

LESTER
| do. GCotta tell soneone. Shoul d
of a long tine ago.

CURTI S
Wul d have | aughed at us. Sarge
was right. Wwn't believe us now.
ELLI NGTON

Ckay, we're ready.

Ellington sits right next to the canera, Gates adjusts it.



67.

ELLI NGTON
Les, why don't you go first. Look
at me. Forget the canera. Just
i1 ke a regular conversation. Ckay?

LESTER

Uh, yeah, sure.
GATES

Need to set the beer down, Les.
LESTER

Ch, yeah, sure.

Lester sets it down, hand shaking. Gates, earphones on,
focuses the camera. Ellington, clipboard in hand, starts.

LATER

Lest er

ELLI NGTON
I nterview, Lester Harper, June 10th..
Al can Reuni on.
(to Lester)
So, Les, you were a soldier with the
93rd Engi neeri ng Regi nent, and one
of the survivors of The Lost Patrol.

LESTER
Yeah, yeah, that's right.

ELLI NGTON
Les, you said it was tinme you told
what really haBPened after your patrol
was lost in a izzard. Go ahead.

_ LESTER
Ckay, right, okay, well, ah, where
shoul d | begin? Canp Livingston or-

ELLI NGTON
Have plenty of interviews about that,
tell about The Lost Patrol, how you
survived, the real story as you said.

LESTER
Okay, um well, uh, gotta tell you
first about the Sarge, Joshua Wt ki ns.
He was a college man, a civil engineer
who the damm Arny nmade a sergeant. ..

DI SSCLVE TO

LESTER
...last thing | heard was Sarge firing
off his .45. Figured that was it.

pauses, |looks at Curtis who's lost in his thoughts.



Lest er

ELLI NGTON
And then what happened?

LESTER
We all woke up in an Inuit viIIaPe,
| east we thought it was lnuit, all
'cept Polsey that is.

ELLI NGTON
Pol sey?
LESTER
Pol sey Lee. Young, angry at the
worl d. He died before they got him
to the village, peaceful at [east.
NEM HAH
So C aude survived?
LESTER

Yeah, but just hear ne out...
peers intently at the canera, but sees the past.

LESTER
Joshua was al ready awake when | cane
to. Wre in a hut, Curtis and d aude
still sound asleep. Joshua and I
got dressed, parkas, everything,
went out and, holy crap, 1t's warm

ELLI NGTON
V\ar nf?
_ LESTER
Yeah, |ike sumer! Joshua thought

it was 'cause of the nountains that
surrounded the valley, a huge valley.

ELLI NGTON
What happened next ?
LESTER
Crowds of lnuits, excited seein' us.
~ ELLI NGTON
It was a big village?
LESTER
Yeah, huge. Actually a |ot of

villages. Anyways their |eader,
Kannu, the sane as canoe, why |
remenber it, introduces hinself. An
older fella, had no i dea how ol d
then but he tells us one of their
hunti ng parties heard Joshua's . 45.

Les glances at Curtis who's staring down, |istening.
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LESTER
Kannu took us to neet, ah, the, um
The Sacred Ones.

GATES
Sacred Ones?

Ellington holds up a hand to Gates.

ELLI NGTON
Go on, please.

LESTER
Had a hard tine keepin' up with that
old gp¥, Joshua too. Went through
beautiful meadows with streans, a
forest. Joshua asked why we hadn't
seen any any birds or animals. Kannu
sai d ths% had to go outside to find
gane. y they found us.

FLASHBACK - | MAGES ONLY
EXT. GRANI TE PASSAGE VWAY

They nove through a towering granite fissure exiting into
the strange jungle-forest.

LESTER (V. Q)
We went through a narrow passage in
the rock and there we were, in a
jungle, but not |like any we'd ever
seen. ..

DI SSCLVE TO

Themin front of the octagonal tunnel opening in a wall of
granite covered with pul sating vapor emtting vines.

~ LESTER (V.0)
Joshua didn't say anything. | was
scared ta death. He pulled ne inside.

| NT. CAVE

LESTER (V. Q)
The sane pul sating vines on the
outside were inside, and their vapor
it things up. Then we heard the
voi ce, the voice of the Sacred One.
It was weird inside, really weird...

| NT. CAVE - MAI N CHAMBER

Joshua and Lester standing in front of the ethereal alien
formthat appears..



FLASHBACK
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LESTER (V.Q?
It's hard to describe, although 1"l
never forget the sight. | was scared
shitless, having a hard tine
breathing. It was |like, |ike a ghost,
but green in hue...

SCENE SCENE W TH SOUND NOW
ALI EN

Sit, please. Nothing to fear. | am
not a ghost. ..

Joshua sits. Lester is shaking, doesn't nove.

ALI EN
.1 am from anot her world. ..

The Alien lowers itself down to eye level wth Joshua who
notices Lester still standing and tugs hi mdown next to him
~ ALIEN
You are silent.
JOSHUA
I'"'m 1 don't know what to say.
ALl EN

The Alien'

But you are not afraid. W are not
all that different in reality.

JOSHUA _
The snell, |ike eucalyptus, this
pl ace, seens strangely famliar
ALI EN

You have been here before. What you
snel |l hel ped you all recover.

- LESTER
gblurtlng out)
You fromfrom Mars or sone-

ALI EN
No. Life does not exist there any
| onger. But we are nei ghbors as you
woul d say, of the sane gal axy.

s eyes expand, show a hint of hunor.

JOSHUA
Gal axy?

Joshua shakes his head unable to accept what he's heard.

~ _ALIEN
Kannu said it was remarkable the
hunters found you, and still alive.
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- JOSHUA
Are we alive? Is this, um real?

ALIEN _
Yes. Although reality is relative.

Lester is silent, frightened, trying to cal mhinself.

JOSHUA
| want to understand, want to know
who you are, why you're here. Ask
questions, lots of questions.

ALI EN
You are the | eader of the survivors?
JOSHUA
Yes. |'mJoshua Watkins. A Sergeant
in the United States Arny.
_ ALI EN
Armes. So many Arm es here.
JOSHUA
Al I wanted to do was build bridPes.
Never wanted to be a soldier. Only

way, being black, | could build.

ALI EN
You are a col or we have never
encount er ed her e.

JOSHUA
(smling slightly)
You are definitely a color we have
not encountered here.

The Alien's eyes expand agai n, anusenent unm stakabl e.

ALI EN
It will be nost interesting to get
to know you. Qur original purpose
here was to observe, learn. But
your world has had so many conflicts.

(beat)
And we are concerned, Joshua Wt ki ns.
JOSHUA
Concerned? Why? \What -
ALI EN

W will talk again soon. Hopefully
you will find 1t nost pleasant here.

The Alien rises effortlessly and glides backward towards the
wal |, into shadow and is gone from sight.

FLASHBACK ENDS



| NT. HOTEL SUI TE

Gates is pacing, angry. Ellington stares at Lester
dunbf ounded. Nem hah's face is twisted in disbelief.

GATES

Sonof abi tch! Wasted our tine!
ELLI NGTON

Har | an-
LESTER

You wanted to know the real story!
GATES

Abducted by little green nen.
LESTER

Never said they were little nen-
CURTI S

O that we were abduct ed!
GATES

Get outta here you |ying ol d-
NEM HAH

You shut up, mster.
Nem hah stands, his 6'x 6" franme | oom ng over Gates.

LESTER
You go to hell! | can prove it!

Curtis | ooks at Lester, shocked.

ELLI NGTON
How can you-

- GATES
(wal ki ng away) _
Yeah, sure, you can prove it.

CURTI S
Les, how can you prove it?
LESTER
| have sonmethin', in a safety deposit
box. Sonmethin' | took fromthe cave.
NEM HAH
Who cares! Wat happened to d aude?
CURTI S

Not hin' bad. He...well, he just
deci ded to stay there.

NEM HAH
What ?



Lest er

is

ELLI NGTON

One of your group stayed there?
NEM HAH

Why ?
CURTI S

Bel i eve us or not, that place was

i ke Eden. And we took up with Inuit
irls. Had our own honey pots if ya
now what | nean. Joshua too.

silent, lost in nenories.

NEM HAH
That's why C aude stayed?

CURTI S
Gotta understand, C aude didn't have
any famly. Hs wife and child died
of scarlet fever, his ol der brother
was | ynched. Hated the South.

LESTER _
And peopl e there were |ike Mthusal a!
Live nore than twi ce as | ong.

Gates is now nearly apopl ectic.

CURTI S

Kannu was two hundred years ol d.
GATES

Quit this bullshit! Lou..
NEM HAH

How do you know t hat ?
LESTER _

They told us. Wiy would they lie?
GATES

Wiy would aliens lie?
LESTER

| was tal king about the Inuits!
NEM HAH

Mster, | told you to shut up!
ELLI NGTON

Quiet! |'mgonna talk now

Gates sits down, so does Nemn hah

ELLI NGTON _
Les, what's in your deposit box?
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LESTER _
Somethin' | picked it up in the cave.
Piece of vine. |It's sealed, airtight.

Ellington's less than inpressed. Gates rolls his eyes.

LESTER _

When exposed to light it, pulsates.
ELLI NGTON

Pul sates? Even now, still?
LESTER

Yep, right in the plastic.

There's silence. Gates nobves as far across the roomas he
can. Nem hah's confused but Ellington is intrigued.

LESTER
But Joshua had sonethin' too, 'round
his neck, a vine-like thing but really
thin. Hs skin grew over 1t, |ooked
like a scar. Saw it gl ow.

Gat es ﬁuts a finger to his head like a gun and pretends to
t

pul | e trigger. Ellington stares at Lester intently.

ELLI NGTON

Where do you live?
LESTER

Bakersfield, California.
ELLI NGTON

When you returning?
LESTER

Six o' clock flight.

~ ELLI NGTON
(st andi ng) _ _ _

Harl an, pack up. Going to California.

GATES

VWhat ?  Wat !

EXT. M T RESEARCH LABCORATORI ES - BOSTON - DAY

Ellington and Gates exit a cab and hurry to the entrance of
a i nposing, ultra-nodern building.

SUPER: M T Research Laboratories. Three Days Later
| NT. LABORATORY

DR PARKER HARDI NG (38), white, athletic, intense, hyper,
ushers Ellington and Gates into his |aboratory.
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He | ocks the door behind them gives Ellington an upset | ook.

HARDI NG
At first | thought, ny dear frat
brother and friend of nineteen goddamm
years, that sonehow you pulled off
an el aborate ﬁractlcal ] oke, punked
me, with the help of ny coll eagues.

ELLI NGTON
It's no joke, Park.

HARDI NG
| know t hat now.

~ ELLI NGTON
You kept it secret, right?

HARDI NG
Yeah, yeah. Geri, ny Phd teaching
assi stant, knows. But she's cool.

_ ELLI NGTON

Geri? Wiy did you-
HARDI NG

Can't do tests by ny | onesone, man.
GATES

Ckay, so what did you find out?
HARDI NG

Where the fuck did you get this?
ELLI NGTON

It's a long story.
HARDI NG

Yeah, okay, okay. Fact is | don't
know what the hell it is, or why,

organically, |ight nmakes it pul sate.
GATES

Vell, what's it made of ?
HARDI NG

Good question, very good question.
Can't even answer that conpletely!
Except that it will get ny nane on
t he fuckin' periodic table.

ELLI NGTON
VWhat ? What do nean?

HARDI NG
Ran every test | know There's
carbon, calcium amno acid, building
bl ocks of the universe, right?

( MORE)
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HARDI NG ( CONT' D)
(beat, bl ank | ooks)
But there was al so sonething el se,
sonething that didn't fit, wasn't
even on the periodic table, a new
el emrent, Lou, a fuckin' new el enent!

El i ngton and Gates exchange a puzzl ed | ook.

HARDI NG
GQuys, the day after | report this,
Fed Ex' Il deliver a Nobel prize!

Gates' | ook says his skepticismhas finally started to crack.

GATES
It's that big a deal ?

HARDI NG
There aren't suppose to be nore
el ements, except ones created in a
suPer collider that exist for a
mllionth of a second.

There's silence. Ellington and Gates stare at Hardi ng.
HARDI NG
Ckay. M turn. Wiere the hell did
%ou get 1t? And why does it have to
e such a big fuckin' secret?
| NT. BOSTON I RISH PUB - NI GHT

The trio and GERl (27), femml e geek, fast tal ker, overweight,
sit at atable littered wth appetizer plates, beer bottles.

ELLI NGTON
...that's the whole story.
CERI
Oh wow!  Unbel i evabl e!
HARDI NG

Gotta find this Watkins guy, if he's
alive, or his famly

ELLI NGTON
Got an expert workin' on that.
_ GATES
(agitated)
And then we gotta go to the Yukon.
ELLI NGTON

You're the real believer now, aren't
you? Just up and go to the Yukon.

GATES .
Lou, gotta see if it exists.
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ELLI NGTON
I f?

_ HARDI NG
Even if the place exists, doesn't
prove aliens are invol ved.

~ ELLINGTON
But you just said the vine was-

HARDI NG
Unexpl ai nabl e, definitely not of
this earth, and a life form but-

CERI
Not intelligent Iife. Al though
conpared to ny | ast boyfriend..

ELLI NGTON _
| believe every word they said now

_ ~HARDI NG
As a scientist, got to have
i ndi sputabl e, verifiable proof.

Ellington gives Gates a determ ned | ook, nods.

ELLI NGTON
Wul d sure help if we had Watkins
| og books.

CERI

(points to an aﬁpetizer)
Anybody gonna eat that?

EXT. CH CAGO - BRONZEVI LLE - APARTMENT BUI LDI NG - EVEN NG

El l'ington and Gates stand near the entrance of a rundown
apartnent buil di ng.

SUPER: Chi cago, Bronzevill e Nei ghborhood.

The bl ack residents eye them curiously but wal k by.

GATES
| don't like this, Lou.
ELLI NGTON

(checks wat ch)
It's the only way.

A MAN turns a corner, collar turned up, wal ks unsteadily to
the entrance. Ellington noves forward, Gates foll ows.

ELLI NGTON
Joshua Watkins Jr.?
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The Man | ooks pP_at the pair, startled. The face is
strlklnﬁly famliar, but unshaven, with a ragged goatee,
bl ood- shot eyes, dishevel ed overall appearance.
Gates waves a hand across his face fromthe odor, w nces.

The Man tries to nove past but the larger Gates bl ocks him

ELLI NGTON

Just want to tal k about your father.
JOSHUA JR

Who are you?
ELLI NGTON

|"m Louis Ellington, this is Harlan
Gates. W do PBS docunentari es.
Survivors of your father's squad,

The Lost Patrol, we talked with them

Joshua Jr. hesitates, glances between them

JOSHUA JR.

He died. M, ah, father died.
GATES

Assumed that. Still need to talk.

It's about his, um surveying work
in Al aska during the war.

Joshua hesitates, eyes themboth intently.
| NT. APARTMENT

There's onlr_one roomand a bathroom |It's a ness. Enpty
beer cans, l[iquor bottles lying around. The trio sits at a
table in front of a dripping sink filled with dishes.

Joshua Jr. stares down as Ellington talks. H s hands shake.

ELLI NGTON
...S0 we interviewed Lester and Curtis
about The Lost Patrol and, well,
they had a rather, ah, unusual story
to tell about how they survived, one
we'd like to try to, um verify.

_ JOSHUA JR
Verify? How?

_ ELLI NGTON
Did your father |eave a surveying
| og, notebooks he kept back then?

GATES
(inﬁatient)
O anyt hing el se unusual that-
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JOSHUA JR
Is this about Aliens?

Ellington and Gates | ook surprised.

ELLI NGTON
Your father, um tal ked about thenf

Joshua peers at Ellington intently, hands shaking.

JOSHUA JR
Why do you want this stuff?
_ ELLI NGTON
We're going to the Yukon to search
JOSHUA JR

Because of old soldiers' wld stories?
Ellington and Gates exchange a | ook, hesitate respondi ng.
JOSHUA JR

Mght as well tell me everything
you know, if you want ny help.

ELLI NGTON

Lester kept sonething, proof he said.
GATES

We had it tested.
ELLI NGTON

By a top scientist, a friend of mne,
and he can't explainit. Okay?

GATES
A benefactor's funded our expedition.

JOSHUA JR _ _
Benef act or know you're alien hunting?

Silence. The pair exchange anot her | ook.

ELLI NGTON
No. We're going up there to film
gat her research, for a docunentar
about the Bl ack Builders of the can.

Joshua gets up. He's anxious, opens the refrigerator, shakes
a bottle, it's enpty. He slans the refrigerator door.

JOSHUA JR
My father's notebooks are, um very,
very detail ed, m ght be hel pful.

GATES
You have 'enl
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ELLI NGTON
Can we borrow, copy then?

JOSHUA JR
(hard stare) _
No...unl ess you take nme with you.

Gates's surprised. Ellington shakes his head.

ELLI NGTON o

That woul d be, um very difficult to-
JOSHUA JR

Before | was like this...|l was, like

my father, a...surveyor.

Gates and Ellington instantly exchange a | ook.

ELLI NGTON
You couldn't drink on this trip.
~ GATES
We'll be in awfully rugged country.
JOSHUA JR

"Il be sober, can get in shape.
Ellington hesitates, |ooks at Gates, who nods reluctantly.

~ ELLI NGTON
Ckay, alright. You can cone.

GATES
Lester also said your father had a
scar around his neck, he got after
they were rescued and --

JOSHUA JR
(turns, shakes head)
Don't know anyt hi ng about that.

ELLI NGTON
You never noticed a scar-

JOSHUA
Had | ots of war wounds, scars...um
gonna need help getting a passport...
EXT. YUKON - ALCAN H GHWAY - DAY
Two Range Rovers, roof carriers | oaded, speed along the ALCAN
SUPER: July 7, 1996, Yukon, Near WAtson's Lake.
I NT. FI RST RANGE ROVER - MOVI NG

Gates is driving with Geri next to him a map opened.
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CGER
...Sso0 | told Harding I'd keep it a
secret if he took ne. He did.

GATES
Bl ackmai | ed him

GER _
You al ways need a col | aborating
scientist to confirm observati ons.

GATES
As |long as you pull your weight.

CERI
That suppose to be a joke?

Real i zati on about his comrent.

GATES
Ch, uh, no, I-1 didn't nmean-

GER
Yeah, right.

| NT. SECOND RANGE ROVER - MOVI NG

Harding drives with Ellington next to himand Joshua Jr. in
t he back, who's not | ooking good, starring out the w ndow.

El lington | ooks between enlarged satellite inmagery photos
and a typographi cal map, shaking his head, frowning.

ELLI NGTON
Still can't match nuch up. Satellite
i mgery shows heavy cloud cover
Thermal s no help either.
(turning to Joshua)
d ad we have your coordi nates.

Joshua nods his head, perspiration noticeable, eyes watery.

HARDI NG
Vel |, %ot twenty fuckin' hours of
sunlight a day to find sonethin'.

EXT. MOUNTAI N PASS - DAY

The expedition is backpacking through a pass. The weat her
is beautiful. Surprisingly, Ceri easily keeps pace. Gates
has a mni-video canmera and narrates as he filns.

They stop. Harding checks his GPS unit. Joshua Jr., his
condi tion transforned, checks a hiPh tech conpass, takes a
sextant reading, |ooks at the old o%book. ruptly his
expressi on changes. A hand goes to his | ower neck.

He turns fromthe others, opens his shirt, feels the scar.
When he renoves his hand the scar is - pulsating.
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EXT. MOUNTAI N RI DGE - DAY

The group is struggling, | aboring up the side of a nmountain
littered with rock, jagged outcroppings. Joshua Jr. helps
CGeri upward. He's holding his own conpared to the others.
Hi s hand feels inside his shirt along his | ower neck.

~ JOSHUA
(to hlnBeIf?
We're getting closer..

EXT. MOUNTAI N CAMP, CAVE OPENI NG - TW LI GHT

It's raining. The ?roup sits in the | arge open entrance of
a shallow cave. A Tfire warns them They're scruffy | ooking,
worn out. Only Joshua Jr. appears upbeat. Hi s |ook and
condition has I nproved dramatically.

JOSHUA JR
We've covered a |l ot of ground since
that | ast pass, which was probably
t he aval anche area-

- GATES _
We're runnin' outta supplies.
JOSHUA JR

The |l ast coordinates in the log are
j ust beyond t hese nountai ns and-

HARDI NG

My damm boots are all beat up
GER

Why haven't we even seen an lnuit?
HARDI NG _ _

Shoul d of gotten an Inuit guide.

- ELLI NGTON _

Ask to guide us to the Alien Valley?
HARDI NG

To keep us fromgetting fuckin' |ost.
JOSHUA JR

W're not | ost! And we have GPS, a

satellite phone! W're getting cl ose!
GATES

How the hell can you be so-

Joshua Jr. is startled by a formin the entrance of the cave.
Everyone's attention shifts. Gates grabs the rifle.

It's an Inuit, TANTU, a ghost-like inage, wearing a rain
poncho with a sheath covered rifle slung over a shoul der.

He scans their shocked faces intently, stops on Joshua Jr's.
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TANTU
Joshua Wat ki ns. You have returned.

Excited questions. Tantu ignores them noves to Joshua Jr.

TANTU
| am Tantu, son of Kannu, renmenber?

Joshua's stunned and stares in silence at Kannu.

GATES
He's his son. He-

The rest of the group erupts wth questions.

TANTU
Qui et !

Tantu reaches out to Joshua Jr's shirt at the neck, pulls it
down, let's it go, their eyes neet and hold for a nonent.

_ TANTU
| will lead you to where you seek
Must go now. Cannot wait.

EXT. IN THE MOUNTAINS - TW LI GHT

Sl eet assaults the group as they follow Tantu single file
al ong a perilous path up the side of a nountain,

over a ridge,
and clinb higher onto a | edge with evidence of past fires.
EXT. MOUNTAI N - LEDGE

They stop to rest and eat. Tantu is silent, stares repeatedly
at Joshua Jr. who notices Tantu's piercing glances.

EXT. MOUNTAINS - H GHER ELEVATI ON - DAY

The group clinbs higher into a barren, w nd swept gl aci al
area. They add a layer of clothing. Snow flurries begin.

They abruptly turn downward into a narrow cove-|ike passage
that exits to a pathway that |eads directly into a turbulent,
W spy mst. Tantu stops them before entering.

TANTU
Leave packs, weapons here.

HARDI NG
Wiy?  You have a rifle.

TANTU
| amIlnuit. You cannot t ake.

_ JOSHUA JR
Just do it.
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The group reluctantly drops packs. Gates still has his video
canera case around his neck and arm
TANTU
Leave devices! WII be safe here.
_ GATES
It's just a video canera.
TANTU

Leave it or stay behind.

Gates angrily opens his back pack, inserts the canera into a
case he renoves. As others PUt items fromtheir packs into
pockets Gates shields hinself, renoves a pistol, and slips

It under his shirt and jacket, covers his rifle with a sheath.

Geri slips a mniature digital canmera into her bra.

Tantu ﬁulls a length of rope fromhis pack and is uncoiling
it. Then he begins tying i1t around each person.

HARDI NG

VWat the hell?
TANTU _

Very narrow, dangerous in clouds.
GATES

Danger ous?
GERI

Clouds? W're going into clouds?
TANTU

Must keep back agai nst wall.

Tantu ties hinself |ast and slowy | eads them onward where
they are totally envel oped by the swirling m st.

EXT. MOUNTAI N CREST - DAY

The mst thins to the point that it just swirls overhead and
the expedition becomes visible. The path wdens. Tantu

| eads over a mountain crest onto a path cut out of the rock.

They wal k through snow and begin a steep decline. The walls
narrow enough to provide hand holds to control their descent.

The further down they go, the thicker the m st becones again.
EXT. VALLEY - INU T VILLAGE - DAY
One bK one the expedition energes above an enor nous,

t

breat htaking valley with nmeandering rivers and streans that
stretches endlessly. The sunlight is nuted by w spy cl ouds.
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Smal | forests of trees of various varieties are apparent as
are huge plots of planted crops and nunerous separate vill ages
of huts. Inuits are everywhere, busy at work.

Tantu unties themas they stare at the surreal scene bel ow

GATES

The Val |l ey does exi st.
ELLI NGTON

Suppose to be three here, sonewhere.
GERI

Never woul d of found this oursel ves.
HARDI NG

Damm, doesn't | ook, well, real..

Joshua Jr. is visibly noved by the sight. He says nothing.
| medi ately starts down, begins running into the valley.

Geri takes off after him follows close behind, then the
ot hers begin to nove down, one by one, followed by Tantu.

EXT. IN THE VI LLAGE

The Inuit VILLAGERS stare at Joshua Jr., ignoring Geri.
Sone wave, even say his nane, "Joshua."

Joshua Jr. stops, his eyes go wide as a Bl ack Man approaches.
It's Claude, |ooking exactly as he did before.

CLAUDE
Joshua?

Joshua Jr. stops. Geri, out of breath, has caught up.

CLAUDE
Joshual

Joshua Jr. stares in silence, noves cl oser.

JOSHUA JR
Cl aude! You're- you | ook the sane,
exactly as when | left!
They enbr ace.
CGERI
Wen you left?
CLAUDE

Joshua, God, shave those whiskers,
you' d | ook the sane too!

Geri's dunfounded.

JOSHUA
Because of this.
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Joshua opens his shirt. A thin vein-like scar of protruding
skin is around his neck |like a natural neckl ace, pul sating.

CLAUDE
| know.

JOSHUA
The, ah, Sacred One put it on ne in
the cave the day we left.

CLAUDE
He told Kannu and ne.
o JOSHUA
Said it would preserve ne.
CLAUDE

CGuess it did. God, it's so EOOd to
see ya. Knew you' d cone back.

JOSHUA

Al nmost didn't nmake it out of Korea.
CLAUDE

Kor ea?
JOSHUA

Anot her war, 1950. | was an officer.
CLAUDE

Finally got to OCS, huh?
JOSHUA

Yeah. Didn't nean anyt hing.
CLAUDE

Ya | ook the sane except for your

eyes. Inside they're a |lot ol der.
JOSHUA

(faraway | ook)

Yeah. ..

CLAUDE

Cone, Kannu is eager to see you.

The ot hers have caught uE and join a now gape-jawed Geri.
Joshua turns to themas he | eaves with C aude.

_ JOSHUA
Il will talk with you all later.

He noves away w th C aude.

GER
M/ God. M God!

Geri | ooks around at the others, shaking her head.
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GATES
VWat the hell is it?
GER
He's the father, | nmean the-he's

Joshua Wat ki ns seni or, not the son.
HARDI NG GATES

What ?
ELLI NGTON
How do you know t hat ?
CGERI

That's what he, they said, the other
guy, he called d aude!

ELLI NGTON
(1 ooks at Gates)
It was C aude. ..

GATES
They are both still alive.
ELLI NGTON

And they're still young.
| nuits converge around them Tantu notions to nove away.

TANTU
Come with ne now Rest, drink at
the stream W wll bring food and
prepare hut for use.

EXT. QUTSI DE A LARGE HUT

Cl aude has his armaround Joshua as they wal k and tal k | eadi ng
himto a hut nmuch larger than the others. Pairs of hanging
snowshoes ring the outside.

CLAUDE
Kannu i s inside. Even here, he
finally got old. He's tired now.
Been to the cave and back earlier.

JOSHUA
He's what now, two hundred-fifty?

CLAUDE
Close to it.
(beat)
Afterward, want ya to net ny wfe,
son, and ny beautiful daughter.

JOSHUA
O course! God, |I'm happy for you.

CLAUDE
QG hers you really need to see too.
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JOSHUA

Q hers? You, you nmean Masura?
CLAUDE

Yeah, she's one.
JOSHUA

Never forgot her...never stopped..
| NT. KANNU S HUT
Kannu sits against a tree stunp cut away |ike a chair back.

He smles as Joshua enters and holds out a hand. Joshua
takes it and sits down close, as does C aude.

KANNU
My heart filled with joy when it was
reported you were near. | had hoped

to live to see your return, Joshua.
EXT. STREAM S EDGE

The group |ays exhausted next to the stream devouring a basket
of food Tantu provided. He sits and talks with them

ELLI NGTON
WI!1l you show us this Valley, Tantu?

TANTU _
Yes, close by, near the vill ages.
Wul d take days to see conpletely.

GATES
We understand there are two ot her
val l eys. Can we see themtoo?

TANTU

One is forbidden to all, it is the

home of The Sacred Ones. The ot her-
GATES

You nean the aliens.
TANTU

They are called The Sacred Ones.
HARDI NG

Can we neet then?
TANTU

It would be ny father's decision.
GERI _

Way is one valley forbidden?
TANTU

| do not know. But it is the only
| aw of The Sacred Ones who gave ny
people this valley long, |ong ago.
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What woul d happen if we went in?

TANTU
| do not know. No one has.
ELLI NGTON
Real | y.
GATES

Fb¥, been neaning to ask, you had a
ritle. How did you get guns?

HARDI NG
And your poncho had a North Sl ope
logo on it. And your boots aren't
exactly native nmade either.

TANTU _

We can get things fromthe outside.

_ HARDI NG

And still keep this place secret?
TANTU

Yes.
GATES

How do you pay for stuff?

TANTU
There is something we easily find
here of great value on the outside.

GATES
O course! VWhat this whole area was
known for. Gold, right?

Tantu stands, picks up the enptied basket.

TANTU
You rest now WII talk nore |ater.

| NT. KANNU S HUT
Joshua eats dried neat as he tal ks with Kannu.

JOSHUA
...and Lester saved a Piece of vine
fromthe cave. The film people had
a scientist test it, he's here too,
couldn't explain it.

KANNU
A pi ece of vine brought them here?
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And Les told them about ny surveyin
| ogs and t hey sonehow found ne, well,
found Joshua' s son, the identity |
had to create as | remai ned young.

_ CLAUDE
How did you do it, Joshua? No one
finding out, questioning you?

JOSHUA
| was thinking of retiring fromthe
Arny, the age thing was becom ng too
hard to hide. Had nK twenty years
in, ny father had, ah, died. Sold
his | and, very val uable by then,
moved to Chi cago, becane Joshua Jr

CLAUDE
Started all over.

JOSHUA _
Had noney, got surveying jobs here
and there. Planned to cone back.
But, the nightmares, ny POE %one,
terrible depression. Dran ard in
the service, got worse. Wanted to

just end it all...couldn't.
CLAUDE
Went through a | ot.
JOSHUA
Then they tracked ne down, well,
Joshua Jr. | couldn't believe it.
It was |ike my prayers were answered.
CLAUDE
Nem hah, Les, Curtis still alive.
Jeez, wsh | could see them again.
JOSHUA

Only ones left. Wsh | could have
seen themtoo but...

KANNU
You are keyukuk, Joshua, a person
bl essed by the Gods. You were
destined to be here.

JOSHUA
| must talk with the Sacred Ones.

KANNU
The Sacred One who put totem around
neck is the only one who renains.

JOSHUA
Only one? Wy?

90.
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KANNU
Coul d not | eave w thout totem

Joshua i s stunned.

_ JOSHUA
It was his? He gave ne-

_ KANNU
He believed you woul d return.

Joshua shakes his head, struggling to conprehend.
EXT. STREAM S EDGE

Gates and Harding scoop rock and sedi nent fromthe stream
sift through it. Geri naps. Elington wites in a notebook.

GATES
Has to be gold they use. Northwest
of here sonewhere's the Kl ondike.
Ri chest gold strike ever!

HARDI NG

This water's fuckin' freezing.
ELLI NGTON

Look guys, we cane here to find-
GATES

Aliens? Wll where are they, Lou?
Ckay, no question this is a-a, an
unbel i evabl e pl ace but this val l ey
could be a quirk of nature.

ELLI NGTON
Joshua, C aude still young, all a
qui rk of nature?

HARDI NG

That vine | tested wasn't a quirk of
any fuckin' nature | know of.

GATES
Ckay, but the fact is we haven't
seen any aliens or proof they are-

Gates's eyes go wide. He lifts up a gold nu?get, mar bl e
size. He spits onit, rubs it, holds it up for all to see.

GATES
Holy shit!

EXT. INUT VILLAGE - CLAUDE' S HUT
Joshua's wwth Caude and his famly. Hs wfe is shy but

his SON, Inuit-1ooking, and his DAUGHTER, who resenbles O aude
and i s dark-skinned. They are excited about neeting Joshua.
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CLAUDE' S SON
...and ny father told us how you
save his life.

- CLAUDE' S DAUGHTER
Are you going to stay here with us?

JOSHUA
| want to, yes.

CLAUDE
(kay, save da rest of Kour guesti ons
for later. There's others Joshua's
gotta neet before we go to the cave.

CLAUDE' S DAUGHTER
Masura and Ayt ek?

Cl aude snil es and nods ' Yes.

JOSHUA
Ayt ek?

EXT. QUTSKIRTS OF THE VI LLAGE - HUT

Cl aude and Joshua walk up to a hut and at the entrance stands
a wonman, MASURA (appears 30's). Joshua stops and stares.

JOSHUA
Masur a. . .

Masura cones forward, breathing hard, hands shaking, tears
streaki ng her cheeks.

MASURA
Joshua. . .you...l knew you cone back
_ JOSHUA
You're just as beautiful as-
MASURA

Wien | heard, ny heart was poundi ng.
| -1 have waited for you

JOSHUA
| never forgot you.

Masura turns, calls into the entrance of the hut.

MASURA
Ayt ek! Come out now.

A young man, AYTEK (appears |late teens), bends down as he
cones through the entrance. He is bl ack.

o MASURA
This is Aytek...your son, Joshua.

Joshua i s staggered by the news, disbelief grips his face.
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AYTEK
| am honored to finally neet you.
Tears well in Joshua's eyes. He enbraces Aytek
MASURA
Wien you left so Iong_aﬁo | did not
know for sure | was with child.
Joshua enbraces Masura, smles through his tears.
JOSHUA

I, I amnot al one anynore.
EXT. AT THE STREAM

Gates and Harding use flat pieces of rock to scoop out
sedinent, and dunp it on the bank where Geri sifts it.

CGER
Found anot her onel!

They imredi ately inspect it.

GATES

Jesus, a half dozen in a half-hour
~ELLI NGTON

So, you're just gonna steal it?
GATES

So we take a few pockets-full hone.

You got the Harvard gig. | haven't

gotten rich maki ng PBS docunentari es.
Tantu approaches carryi ng anot her basket. Gates stands.
GATES
Tantu, ole buddK: Got to talk to
you about sonething we found...
EXT. MASURA' S HUT

Joshua, Aytek and Cl aude and his famly sit on benches around
the fire pit as Masura serves themfood froma cook pot.

_ AYTEK

WIIl you stay with us now?

JOSHUA
Yes. Nowhere else | would ever want
to be. | wanted to stay |like C aude,
but ny father, your grandfather Aytek,
a great man, | couldn't just...

CLAUDE
Wl |, Sarge, now we can grow ol d, um

wel I, ol der, together.



JOSHUA
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Still a whole lifetine ahead of us.

CLAUDE _
A couple of '"em Amazin',

ain't it?

Joshua nods, gives Masura a loving | ook, smles at his son.

Kannu | ooks in, nmotions to Joshua.
JOSHUA

Vell, need to see the Sacred One.
Back soon. So nmuch to tal k about.

EXT. IN THE VALLEY

Tantu | eads the group along another path in the Valley.

GATES
(whi spering to Lou)

Told you there"d be no problem

They stop as they reach another, larger streamw th a crude
wooden bridge built over it. Ellington noves to Tantu.

ELLI NGTON
I's there always that m sty,
cl oud cover in the sky?

TANTU
Yes.

HARDI NG
The vast varietr of plants,
crops, apBarent y _
af fected by | ack of direct

TANTU

swirling

trees,

are not at all

sunl i ght.

That is true. Do not know why.

_ HARDI NG
| nteresting.

GER

There are no birds or ani mal s?

TANTU
No. W nust go outside to
find eggs, obtain furs, ski

ELLI NGTON

hunt meat,
ns.

Seens dangerous going in and out on

that path, especially in w
TANTU

nter.

Yes. Sone do not conme back. And we
can only stay out for short tine.

ELLI NGTON

Why? Do you begin to age quickly?



TANTU
Yes.

CERI
Unl ess you have a
around your neck

n alien neckl ace
I'i ke Joshua.

TANTU
W do not. It was the Sacred One's.
GATES
Sure like to neet a Sacred One.
TANTU
That is up to-
GATES
| know. Up to your father.
HARDI NG
How ol d are you, Tantu?
TANTU
One hundred thirty seasons.
GATES
One hundred thirty!
ELLI NGTON
Does everyone live to two hundred?
TANTU
One hundred eighty is comon.
ELLI NGTON
WIIl | be able to neet your father?

TANTU
Yes, when the |
gat her toget her
of Joshua's retur

ht dims we will all
or a feast in honor
n.

EXT. JUNGLE PATH - APPRCACHI NG ALI EN CAVE

C aude and Joshua nove al on
strange, geonetric jungle p

the path surrounded by the
ant environnent.

CLAUDE

After you left |
many tines. The

met with the | eader
Sacred One who gave

you his totem who's still here.
_ JOSHUA
Still here because of ne.
CLAUDE

You cane back tho
it, whatever, did
( MORE

ugh. Anyway he,
n"t seem concer ned.

)
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CLAUDE ( CONT' D)
Was really curious about you, and
all the racial stuff we experienced.

JOSHUA
It's better now Desegregated the
mlitary. Passed a Cvil R ghts
Act. We're mayors, generals,
senators, maybe a President one day.

CLAUDE

Prai se the Lord!
JOSHUA

There's so nuch to tell you about.
CLAUDE

We' Il have plenty of tine.

They reach the cave entrance.

CLAUDE
You're on your own now, Sarge.
JOSHUA
What ? Wiy can't you-
~ CLAUDE
Kannu sai d just you.

| NT. CAVE

Joshua enters wi thout hesitation. The geonetric interior,
pulsatin% vi nes, |um nescent vapor is identical as before,
and in the center of the main cavern awaiting himis The
Alien within its electrically charged vapor veil.

o ALI EN
It is with great pleasure | wel cone
you back, Joshua. Sit, please.

JOSHUA
Pl easure? You're alone here 'cause
of me. Cane close a couple of tines
on a battlefield of not com n' back.

ALI EN
VWat | gave hel ped preserve you?

JOSHUA _
Preserve? | guess so. Didn't stop
any bullets though. Still bled.

ALI EN

But Kou didn't die. You healed
qui ckly, correct?

JOSHUA
Yes. But could | have died?

96.
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ALI EN
| do not know. You were the first
human to wear our inner rinP.
could only hope it would help bring
you back, and hel p gui de you.

Joshua opens his shirt.

JOSHUA
It did. 1'd give it back but-

A thin wi sp of vapor noves out fromthe the Alien's body

t ouches Joshua's ﬁrotruding scar. It glows with an intense
white light and the thin vein-like necklace is raised above
Joshua's head. The Alien places it within its ghostly torso,
it pulsates rapidly, and di sappears.

Joshua's scar around his | ower neck is gone.

JOSHUA
You-you ganbl ed bei ng stranded here
if I didn't conme back. |-

ALI EN
More significant was | had | ess than
one hundred of your years of life
left, only ten of m ne.

JOSHUA
VWhat ?  Why?. .. why?

ALl EN
After our many talks it was clear
you were soneone to preserve, sonmeone
to bring back if possible. If not
for your father, resEonsibiIity for
the sol diers who wi shed to | eave,
you woul d have remai ned. Correct?

JOSHUA
Yes.

ALl EN

At that time we never kept those who
ventured here, either by accident or
necessity, against their will. The
few who wi shed to | eave we assi st ed.
There was nothing to fear in their
know ng of this place, or of their
ever finding it again.

~ JOSHUA
At that tinme, you said?

The Alien ignores the question.

_ ALI EN _
It is remarkable the paths life's
exi stence take us. t en unexpect ed.



JOSHUA _
And often our destiny is not reveal ed
until it's too |late.

ALI EN

Ah, insightful. Quite profound.
And in your case not too |ate.

JOSHUA _
But you endangered your life to
protect nme?

ALI EN
Because | knew you were the one to
be the | eader en Kannu's |ife ended.

Joshua' s stunned.

Joshua i s

JOSHUA
Me? But-what if, | didn't cone back?

ALI EN _ _
| sensed you would. Wth ny inner
ring your life would be greatly
extended and, | hoped, preserved as
much as it would be possible in your
world, giving sufficient tinme for

your eventual return. [If not, soneone
el se woul d have taken Kannu's pl ace.
JOSHUA
But why nme? What about Tantu?
ALI EN

| knew the next |eader had to know
the outside world, its dangers, who
woul d protect his people at all cost,
as you did for your nen. You're
experienced, been tested, even nore.

JOSHUA
And then lived in despair. |'mnot
who you think | am

ALl EN
Until you returned here. | know who
you are. | felt your aura then.
|'ve seen your son. |'ve held him

startled by the Alien's words.

JOSHUA _ _
Protecting this place, keeping it
hidden...it's going to be I npossible.

ALI EN
Not inpossible. W posted sentries
after you left.

( MORE)
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ALI EN ( CONT' D)
Why Tantu knew of your approach.
And those in need who venture close
now we assist to a degree, but no
| onger bring here.

~ JOSHUA
The sentries, how |l ong can they-

ALI EN _
Not |ong but we change them so their
| ongevity is not jeopardized.

JOSHUA _
Those | came with had satellite photos
al t hough still couldn't see nuch but -
ALI EN

Your satellites, flying craft cannot

yet penetrate our unique atnosphere,

or the wwnds within it. Although

that may in itself draw attention

sonedaK. So far there is no reason
pr

to |l oo ecisely in this |ocation.
JOSHUA _
Maybe not now, but the frantic search
for oil, mnerals will |ead here.
ALI EN

Ah, see, your know edge of the outside
i s inval uabl e.

JOSHUA _
But that won't prevent discovery.
ALl EN
There are other nethods that can be
enployed. | wll reveal themto

you. But if a large force, an arny,
was determned to cone here, if they
knew the way, or were fanatically
determned to find the way, of course,
t hey could not be stopped.

JOSHUA
Don't you have weapons?

ALI EN
Unli ke you and others we have
encountered we do not posses weapons
as you understand them and can never
directly destroy life of any kind.

JOSHUA _
Eventually, this place wll be found.
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ALI EN
And it will be up to you or whonever
you choose to cone after you to
convince others why it nust remain
an undi sturbed refuge for life.
These val | eys nmust not be destroyed.

JOSHUA _
What you offer me is, is such an
overwhel m ng responsibility.

ALl EN
VWhat | did not tell You when we first
tal ked was why we felt conpelled to
set up outposts on planets where we
found intelligent li1fe.

JOSHUA
| wondered about that.

ALl EN
Qur planet, planets actually, al
our tornms of life, intelligent and
otherw se, were nearly exterm nated..

EXT. ALI EN PLANETS

Fantastical inmages of the alien's world in another gal axy
under attack by truly horrific-looking alien invaders.

ALI EN (V. Q)
...by a hostile, highly evol ved and
brutal life formfroma world within

this very gal axy.

JOSHUA (V. Q)
So there are brutal, vicious aliens.

ALI EN (V. Q)
From our perspective, yes. Only,
frankly, random chance, |uck, as you
woul d call it, and an extraordinary
di scovery, saved us..

An octagon shaped device with vein-like protrusions all over
its outer surface rises above the alien's planet surface and
emts blinding pluses of energy.

ALI EN (V. Q)
...a discovery, by the way, that
eventual |y gave us the neans to travel
far into space. Nearly being
exterm nated by an unknown vi ci ous
adversary nade us determned it woul d
never happen again, at |east not
Wi t hout war ni ng.



BACK TO SCENE
Joshua is shaken by the revel ati ons.

JOSHUA
That's...incredible.

ALI EN

Everything on ny Planets changed.
Expl oration of all solar systens in
our gal axy becane the singular
Fripritr. W began our travels
ogically, to those systens that
were the closest, until the gal axy
woul d be fully explored. W are
wi thin sight of that nonunental goal.

~ JOSHUA
Did you find the system the planet,
where your invaders canme fronf

ALI EN
Unfortunately, not yet.
JOSHUA
Not yet?
ALI EN

W have, though, identified other
life fornms capabl e of becom ng direct
threats to our existence. Sone,

immnent. In other cases we are
still observing worlds that may
devel op the capability to do so.
~ JOSHUA

And earth is one of those?

ALI EN
| f you do not destroy yoursel ves
first.

JOSHUA
What woul d you do if-

ALI EN

W could introduce a mcrobe into
your atnosphere. Human |life would

not reproduce. In a hundred years
the threat would no | onger exist.
JOSHUA
And t hese val |l eys?
ALI EN

These val | eys woul d be protected.

( MORE)
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ALI EN g()(]\ll' D?
Human [ife, all life, would have
anot her chance at evolution even if
you destroyed yourselves first, which

I's the nore likely scenario sone of
us anticipate by the way.

JOSHUA S
| agree. 1've seen the possibility
first hand.

ALI EN

There is sonmething in the human
evol utionary makeup unique to this
pl anet's environnent that fosters
great achievenent but al so

I nconpr ehensi bl e destructi veness.

JOSHUA
| don't know what to say.

ALl EN
Wen we first net, tal ked so often,
| felt your remarkable inner spirit,
the essence of life that nmade you
uni que annng_¥our species, a genetic
[

aberrati on, you will.
JOSHUA

Me?
ALI EN

Yes. You ?ave me great optimsm
about the future POSSIbIlItIeS of
your life form although not
necessarily shared by others |I cane

with, | nust confess.
JOSHUA

| don't blanme them for-
ALl EN

But | amnore expert in these
observations than others on ny

pl anets, and hopeful that even after
the m ssteps of your species, you
can |l ead an evolution 1nto sonething
truly transcendental in the gal axy.

) JOSHUA
" mjust an ordinary person.

ALl EN _
| can say w thout hesitation, you
nost definitely are not ordinary.
It is quite possible now having worn
nz inner ring you will have the
ability to live far | onger here than
any human has.
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JOSHUA
Far | onger? How | ong?

ALI EN
Per haps four hundred of your years.

Joshua just stares in a daze at the Alien who, nonents |ater,
rises inits spirit-like, effortless manner.

ALl EN
It is time now that you view the
other valleys. Only Kannu and a few
ot hers have seen one. They call i
The Valley of Al Life. Until thi
nmoment, the other valley, our own

val | ey, has never been revealed to

e
t
S

any human. It is protected.
JOSHUA

Wiy even show it to ne?
ALl EN

Because, since | amalone | need
your assistance to | eave. The neans
to do so, my conveyance back to ny
pl anets, is in our valley.

Joshua tries to conprehend what he just heard.

JOSHUA _
Ah, I'I1-1"lIl be glad, to assist
you, um whenever the tine cones.
_ ALI EN
The tinme has cone. | depart today.
JOSHUA
Today! But why today?
ALI EN
Because | now have ny inner ring and
it is vital | return imediately.
JOSHUA o
Too nuch. My head' s spi nni ng.
ALI EN

Then prepare it for nore rotations.
EXT. IN THE I NU T VALLEY - WATERFALL

Tantu and the group stand at an outer edge of the valley
near a picturesque but narrow waterfall

TANTU
When the Spring snows nelt, water
flows over the entire wall.
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Gates carefully inspects the dry wash al ong the narrow stream
flowing out of a small pool fed by the waterfall.

_ TANTU _
This stream becones a river nany
times w der than now

~ELLI NGTON
Do you use it to irrigate your fields?

_ TANTU
Its sedi nent provides a great bounty.

Gat es becones excited, down on his hands and knees now.

GATES
Holy shit! Look at this!

The others close around him Gates hol ds up a huge nugget.

_ TANTU
Food is far nore inportant.

Hardi ng and CGeri are on their knees now di ggi ng al so.

CERI
~(hol ds a nugget)
Is it okay to keep this, Tantu?

_ TANTU
Keep it. Matters not. Let me show
you sone of what grows here.

Gates and Harding are scranbling around on their hands and
knees lost in their frantic search for nore gold.

~ ELLI NGTON
(shaking his head)
Hey guys! Mvin' on!

EXT. THE VALLEY OF LI FE

The Alien | eads Joshua through another passageway covered
W t h Pplsatln% vines that connects off the main chanber.
It's it by the sanme iridescent vapor.

EXT. VALLEY OF LIFE

The Alien and Joshua exit throuPh vapor abruptly energing
above a massive vall ey where bel ow are hundreds of geodesic
donmes that stretch on as far as can be seen. The valley
appears to glowwith a light that has a strange yell ow gl ow

JOSHUA
(ame-struck?
VWhat in the world. ..
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_ ALI EN
It is here that all of your planet's
non-human life is stored.

_ JOSHUA
All? Animals, sea life, trees and-

ALI EN
Yes. Hundreds of thousands of seeds,
pairs to breed or used to recreate
them all suspended in a form of
deeP hi bernation a sci ence we have
perfected that suspends bi ol ogi cal
activity wthout destroying life.

JOSHUA _
So you collected all this. How?

ALI EN
Wth our craft for over five hundred
of your years.

JOSHUA _ _
Your craft...so, the sightings of
strange |ights, spacecraft wth
pul sating lights, were you?

ALI EN

Per haps some. But this century you
have many craft in the skies.

JOSHUA
Amazing...li ke Noah's Ark...
ALl EN
Noah's Ark?...

EXT. INU T VALLEY - ORCHARDS, CORN FI ELDS

Tantu takes the C}ouP_along a path where fruit trees grow on
one side and a corn field towers above themon the other.

GER
Look at the size of these corn stal ks!

Tantu pul | s enornmous peaches off a tree, hands them around.

~ ELLI NGTON
| grew up in CGeorgia and never saw
any this size even at county fairs!

As they bite greedily into the juicy fruit Tantu bends a
corn stalk, pulls an ear double normal size.

TANTU
For us, worth nore than gol d.
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EXT. CAVE TUNNEL ENTRANCE

Wth the panorama of the domes stretching out behind them
the Alien, and an awe-struck Joshua, re-enter the cave.

_ JOSHUA _
Wth the people here, this storehouse,
the Barth could start all over.

ALI EN
W feel it is a tra?edy for any ki nd
of life to be lost forever.
believe, quite passionately, that
all life is interconnected, even the
worst of what we find, and that it
must be preserved.

JOSHUA
Can the worst becone better?

ALl EN
Ah, the question. The one we on ny
pl anets debate endl essly. The answer
so far, unfortunately, 1Is no.

Joshua is quiet, pondering the Alien' s profound words.

ALl EN
Time is short, Joshua, and we nust
now tal k of sonething difficult,
i nvol ving those you canme with.

| NT. CAVE - MAI N CHAMBER
They enter the main chanber. Joshua sits down.

ALI EN
As you probably have alreadx guessed
the main cave chanber and the tunnels
are within a nountain that separates
and connects the three vall eys.

JOSHUA

Yes. | understand that now.
ALI EN

My departure is now near and-
JOSHUA

And we need to discuss what happens
to those | canme wth?

ALI EN
Yes. Protecting this sanctuary one
day will be your responsibilit
Your worl d posses chal | enges that
you have alread% spoken of. Difficult
deci si ons nust be nade now.



Joshua' s expression, silence, reveals his inner turnoil.

| NT. CAVE
The Alien

_ JOSHUA
They will not be allowed to | eave.

ALI EN
Not exactly W will not restrain
then1or nPede their departure. W
nply will not help themif they
deC|de t hey nust | eave.

_ JOSHUA
And without that help they have no
chance of survival. But no one
woul d directly cause their death
ALl EN

Per haps you can convince themto

stay Longevity, the Valley of Life,
You decide to share it's know edge,

cou d be conpelling, especially for

scienti sts.

JOSHUA

-1 still can't believe all this.
ALI EN

Yes, know edge can be a burden. If

of any sol ace, for the present, the
deci sion involving your friends is

not yours but Kannu's. And he wll
be the one to tell themlater.

ALIEN _
| amsorry for |eaving you this way,
truly. But, | nust depart now.
TUNNEL
and Joshua nove through another |arger tunnel.

_ ~ JOSHUA _
Wiy is this valley forbidden to entry?

ALl EN
It is where our conveyance to your
world first landed. It was a barren
gl acier which we turned into a
recreation of our world. It contains
things that are inpossible to explain,
and present nuch danger even to us,
if you can possibly understand that.

JOSHUA
No! Danger to you?
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ALl EN
It's quite conplicated and the tine
necessary to attenpt further
explanation is unfortunately not
avai | abl e now. Your | ook of fear
t hough is quite appropriate.

They reach an undul ati ng, anorphous curtain of plasm,
crackling with energy, that blocks their entrance.

There are strange UNEARTHLY SOUNDS emanating from w thin.

JOSHUA
VWhat the hell is that?
_ ALI EN
hbthln? to be distracted by. Listen
carefully. W will enter now. You

must foll ow behind, right up agai nst
nme so we appear as one.

_ JOSHUA
Agai nst you? But the vapor around
you, electrical charges, how

JOSHUA
It wll not harmyou. After entering
do not touch anything. Understand,
the turbulent clouds are alive, are
alife form

- JOsHUA
(poi nti ng)
That's alive?
ALl EN

Yes. After we reach ny craft | wll
show you exactly how to hel p ne.

Joshua nods warily, swallows hard.

ALl EN
Then I will give you instructions on
how to return here. Do exactly what
| tell you. Do not stop or turn
around, no matter what you hear,
see, or even imgine. Understand?

Joshua nods 'yes' rapidly, eyes wider, fear-filled.

ALI EN
Also, | nmust tell one nore thin%,
sonething you will see inside the
craft...the body of your friend, the
one you cal |l ed Pol sey, is inside.

JOSHUA _
Pol sey! Pol sey? But-his body, why?
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ALl EN _
Let us enter, then I'Il explain..

EXT. VILLAGE - FEAST

The feast is in a huge communal eating area w th nunerous
cooking fires, countless tables and benches cut out of | ogs.

Cl aude, his famly, Masura and Aytek are sitting t oget her
listening with rapt attention as Ellington, pocket notebook
in hand, talks to C aude, and nakes notes.

Gates, Harding and Geri sit with Tantu, his wife, and his
son, SARNU (appears 20) at the table next to C aude's.

CLAUDE
So he never even knew he had a son.

ELLI NGTON
That's, incredible. Tell me, C aude,
you' ve net these Sacred Ones, right?

CLAUDE
Only with one of 'em

ELLI NGTON
There are two other valleys that
entry is forbidden to everyone?

~ CLAUDE
Only one is.

EXT. ALI EN CAVE - LATER

Joshua slowy exits the cave onto the jungle pathway. He
stares out trance-like, breathing rapidly, sweating profusely.

He stops, turns, and |ooks back at the cave entrance. He
takes a deep breath, regains his conposure, and with a | ook
of determ nation, he turns back and quickly wal ks on.

EXT. VILLAGE - FEAST

Ellington sits eating with Gates, Harding and Geri now at
their own table alone, huddled in discussion. Gates is
agi tated, anxious, hyper.

GATES
It's at least fifteen pounds of gold
we picked up, Lou - pounds!

HARDI NG
‘re talkln? over two hundred-
thousand dollars found in a few hours.

Joshua wal ks into the gathering still shaken. The Inuits
greet himexcitedly. He goes to Masura and Aytek, hugs them
they sit with Tantu, Caude and their famlies.
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THE EXPEDI TI ON' S TABLE

Gates is | ooking over at Joshua.

GATES

Got to talk with himright now
ELLI NGTON

Let himbe with his famly.
GATES

Lou, we got to talk with himl And
t hat Kannu guy too, about a guide to
| ead us outta here.

ELLI NGTON

VWhat's the hurry?
GER

Haven't met the aliens yet.
GATES

Yeah, right, like they even exist!
ELLI NGTON

VWat? After all we've seen here-
HARDI NG

Still don't have proof, Lou.

Gates abruptly | eaves, goes right up to Joshua.

GATES
Sorry to bother you but have to talk
wi th you now, Joshua.

JOSHUA _
| understand, | want to talk with
you too but-

GATES
And we gotta talk with this Kannu
fella too. Got a |lot of questions,
and need a guide to | ead us out.
Sooner the better. And what about
these, um aliens we're-

KANNU (O S.)
W will talk now

Everyone turns, sees Kannu, |eaning on a wal king stick.
| NT. KANNU S HUT

Joshua and Tantu hel p Kannu sit, with the others on the furs
on the ground in front of him
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_ GATES
So you just net with these aliens,
the, um The Sacred Ones?

JOSHUA
| met with the one that renained.
HARDI NG
Only one? Wien the hell can we neet?
JOSHUA
You can't. He's-it's gone, left.
GATES
What! Goddamm, give ne a break
ELLI NGTON
Left, just now?
JOSHUA
Yes. | hel ped-
HARDI NG
How fuckin' conveni ent!
(si ghi fCSHUA
si ghi ng
-1 know, it's hard to-
GATES

Ckay, forget it! Let's talk about
IeaV|ng I n the norning.

ELLI NGTON
I n the norning?
HARDI NG
What about the cave where-
CERI
O the other Valleys?
~ GATES
(on his feet)
Fuck all that! | doubt theK exi st
ei t her! ‘mleading this thing and
| want outta here flrst t hi ng |n-
KANNU

Qui et !

Gates is startled into silence by Kannu's piercing | ook.

_ KANNU
Sit! Pl ease.

Gates eyes Kannu, | ooks around, reluctantly conplies.
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_ KANNU
This valley will be your home now.

Gates goes ballistic. Ellington is stunned. GCeri is
surprised but curiously calmand intrigued.

GATES

Honme? Whatta you nean, hone?
KANNU

You nust remain here.
GATES

We'll go anytinme we want!
HARDI NG

You can't fuckin' force us to stay!
GATES

This is all bullshit, man! Lou-
JOSHUA

Hold on! Let us finish!
GATES

Sonet hing weird's going on here none
of us understand, but ['ve had it!
No one's telling ne | can't | eave!

JOSHUA
He's not saying you can't |eave! No
one will stop you.

ELLI NGTON
What ? Then exactly what is he saying?
HARDI NG
That they won't help us |leave. Right?
_ JOSHUA
That's right. But, before you-
GATES
VWat the hell?
HARDI NG

W can | eave, but we won't get very
far w thout a guide.

(beat)
Gates, we don't know the way, the
paths to take. W' d wander out there-

ELLI NGTON
Until we die...
(1 ooks at Kannu, Joshua)
Why ?
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JOSHUA
We can't risk this incredible refuge
of |ife being reveal ed, destroyed.

TANTU
There's nmuch nore here than you' ve
seen, in the Valley of Life.

Gates is incensed. He stands, points at Joshua.

GATES

Sonmeone' s gonna hel p us | eave!
JOSHUA

It's about the gold, isn't it Gates?
GATES

Go to hell!
HARDI NG

It's about fuckin' goin' back hone!

Kannu uses his malkin%_stick and_struggles to stand, waving
away assistance. On his feet, his | ook and voice are angry.

KANNU )
Leave t hen! Leave now But we will
not hel p you!

Enraged, Gates pulls his revol ver.

GATES _
Yes you will, goddamm it ol d man!

Everyone is shocked by Gates's action, no one nore than Tantu
who 1 medi ately |unges at Gates.

The gun FIRES and Kannu falls nortally wounded whil e

Hardi ng grabs hold of Tantu, allowng Gates to pull away as
Tantu's son, Sarnu, bursts in followed by Aytek and ot hers.

Gates points his gun hol ding those who have entered at bay.

GATES
St ay back

Joshua rushes to the bleeding Kannu. Tantu pulls away from
Hardi ng and goes to his father also. They desperately try
to staunch the bl eeding. Kannu grabs onto Tant u.

KANNU
My son, help Joshua, to-to, to save..
protect...these...valleys...
Kannu di es.

Eyes turn on Gates, who in desperation grabs Sarnu around
t he neck and holds the pistol to his head.
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GATES
Tantu! You're going to |lead us outta
here! And you're gonna do it now

"1l kill him | warn you!
ELLI NGTON _
Gates, ny God! It was an accident!
GATES _
It's too late now |'m not staying
here, no matter what, Lou!
JOSHUA _
Put down the gun, Gates! Let him
go. |I'Il arrange to | ead you out.
GATES _
You? How? | don't believe you!
(to Tantu)

If | die, your son dies!
(to Joshua)
|'"d rather be dead than stay here!

There's silence. Tantu |ooks at Joshua, agony in his eyes.

TANTU
| cannot |ose nmy son, too..

Tantu turns back to Gates, restrained rage in his voice.

_ TANTU
| will |ead you out.

GATES _
Har di ng, you and Geri go with Tantu
and get rifles.

TANTU
But when we get close to your road
you nust |let Sarnu go, so he can
return before it becones too | ate.

GATES
If-if things go snoothly, we'll see.

Tantu | eads Hardi ng out but Geri doesn't follow

ELLI NGTON
Stop this now, Harl an!
GATES
How, Lou? How can | stop now?
Gates notices Geri's still there.
GATES

Geri! Go with Harding!
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GER
No. |'mnot going with you.
GATES
VWhat !
_ JOSHUA
Taki ng your gold too?
GATES
Yeah, I'mtaking it! So? And don't
foll ow us Joshua. Don't. If we

don't make it no one wll.

Hardi ng and Tantu return. Harding has two rifles.

- HARDI NG
(to Ceri)
What happened to you?
_ GATES
Said she's staying here!
HARDI NG
What !
CERI
| was thinking of it before this-
HARDI NG
You' re fuckin' nuts!
CERI

Not hi ng but a job to go back to.
The guys here think |I'"m beautiful.
And, as a scientist, how can | |eave?

GATES
For get her!
(turns to Ellington)
You comn', Lou?

Ellington hesitates, |ooks around, his face a mask of gri ef
and confusi on, eyes Joshua, whose's anger intensifies.

ELLI NGTON
Yes.
(to Joshua)
l"msorry. I'mreally sorry.

GATES
Tantu, take laces off the snowshoes
outside and give '"emto nme, now.

EXT. MOUNTAI N PATH
The valley is spread below the fleeing group as they hurriedly

clinmb upward. A stunned, anPry Tantu is in the lead with
Har di ng behind holding a rifle on him
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Ellington is in the mddle and Gates is last, his pistol
hand | ashed with |aces around his wist and around Sarnu's
neck. A strap around his neck and chest holds a small but
bul gi ng | eat her sack - the gold.

EXT. VI LLAGE OUTSKI RTS

The village is in an uproar. Inuits crowd around Kannu's
hut. Angry SHOUTS, the sounds of WAILING CRYING are heard.

Near by, Joshua energes from Masura's hut. She foll ows.
He's enraged. He wears the coat he came with and a pack.

MASURA _
Wiy go after? Surely they will not
harm them once they are | ed out!

JOSHUA
| must protect this place. Once
Gates shows the gold that coul d be
the end. W wll be found and what
| saw in the Forbidden Valley will...

Masura's eyes expand in realization.

MASURA
You saw t he Forbi dden Vall ey?

Joshua nods gravely.
JOSHUA
The Sacred One needed ny help to
| eave.
Masura stares at him enbraces himfiercely.

JOSHUA
| love you. | will cone back

Masura tries to hold back the tears but can't.
QG her villagers, led by Aytek run up to Joshua, wth rifles.

- AYTEK
We are comng wth you, father

JOSHUA _
No! Too many w Il make them pani c!
Do sonet hi ng even wor se.

AYTEK
Then just | will go wth you.
- JOsHUA
No! This is dangerous! And |-
AYTEK

How wi I | you find your way, see them
wi t hout bei ng seen?
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JOSHUA
l-1'"1l1 take one of the nen then.

_ AYTEK
| amfifty-four seasons, father.

Joshua i s stunned, belying Aytek's appearance to the contrary.

_ AYTEK
| amgoing. | know many routes,
ways to follow to surprise them
Joshua still hesitates.
AYTEK

Tantu was |ike a father to ne.
Aytek's last comment hits hone.

- JOSHUA _
kay, alright. But, but just you.

EXT. MOUNTAI N TRAI L/ PASS

Joshua and Aytek are on the nountain. Aytek carries a rifle,
a smal|l pack with rope attached, and wears a thin |eather
poncho. They reach the swirling mst, disappear within it.

| NT. CAVE PASSAGEVWAY

Fat her and son energe out of the m st, nove along the narrow
treacherous | edge that | eads to where the packs were left.

Joshua and Ceri's packs remain, open and scavenged t hrough.
EXT. RIDGE - LIGHT SNOWALL - TWLI GHT

Joshua and Aytek catch sight of the group w thout being seen.
EXT. MOUNTAI N PASS - HEAVY CLOUD OVERCAST

The father and son observe the group resting.

JOSHUA
We nust be close to the cave where
Tantu found us. Has a wi de entrance,
shal |l ow, narrow path leads up to it.

AYTEK
| knowit. W have used.

JOSHUA
s there a ma¥ for us to get there
unobserved before they do?

Ayt ek thinks through his father's question, |ooking around
their location as he does so.
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AYTEK
| think so. WII be a difficult.

JOSHUA _
It may be our onh% chance to surprise
them and do so en they are tired.

Ayt ek points behind them and they carefully nove away.
EXT. ALONG MOUNTAI N PATHS/ RI DGES - DAY

Aytek | eads at a fast pace. Joshua strugﬁles to keep up. A
[1ght snowfall begins, turns to rain as they go downward.

EXT. ALONG MOUNTAI N PATHS/ RI DGES

Tantu | eads the group onward, Harding keeps pace but is
clearly tiring as is Ellington, but Gates is still alert.

EXT. RI DGE - NARROW PATHWAY - CAVE SHELTER

Hands appear on the ridge frombelow. Aytek pulls hinself
up onto the pathway then pulls up Joshua.

| NT. CAVE - DIM LI GHT

Joshua surveys the shall ow cave that allows enough l[ight in
to see but still contains dark recesses.

JOSHUA
"1l be flat against the wall here,
in the shadow when they cone.
(points at dark area)
You nust be in back, over there.

Ayt ek nods in agreenent.

JOSHUA
What |'ve got to do, the only thing
| can do, 1s try to grab Gates's gun
out of his hand. He'll be tired,
won't expect anything. |[If | can't
i mredi ately get it, "Il kill him

Their eyes lock. Aytek swallows hard, he nods.

o JOSHUA
This is what you nust do...

EXT. THE CAVE ENTRANCE - SNOW FLURRI ES

Tantu noves along the | edge to the cave entrance with an
exhausted Harding behind him his rifle held | ow

Ellington is next, Ii ia? slightly, followed bK Tantu's

son, who noves along slowly with a hand under the |aces around
his neck because Gates's tied hand holding the gunis tired
and hangs | ow agai nst Sarnu's back now. Gates's |aboring.
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| NT. CAVE ENTRANCE
Tantu enters, turns to check his son, but Fbrdin? pokes him
with the rifle to nove farther in. Ellington follows and
cl ose behind Sarnu enters foll owed by Gates when

Joshua's hand | unges out grabbing Gates's gun, but Gates
cones to life and Joshua can't imrediately west it away.

Joshua frantically strains to keep the gun in Gates's hand
away fromthe bor's head while pointing his gun at Gates's
face who instantly grabs Joshua's wist. |It's a desperate
struggle with the nmuch | arger Gates.

Si mul t aneousl y, Aytek junps out of the darkness, startling
Har di ng, grabs hold of his rifle, but

it FIRES off as

Aytek pulls it away fromHarding's grip and he falls backward
as Harding lets go and runs out of the cave, panicked.

Tantu rushes to hel p Joshua and protect his son as Gates

w [ dly SHOOTS off his pistol. H's wist, gripped desperately
by Joshua, is still laced to Sarnu's neck.

Tantu is hit in the chest by one of Gates's wild shots.

Joshua is losing the battle with Gates but Sarnu, seeing his
father shot, is enraged and pushes back agai nst Gates so

they all fall, and in that nmonent Joshua pulls the pistol
free from Gates' grasp and

kills Gates with a bullet to the forehead.
Ayt ek, who had gotten up, has his rifle ained at Gates al so.

Sarnu is horrified but unharnmed and scranbl es to untangle
hi mself and crawl to his wounded fat her.

Joshua puts the handgun in his waist and he and Aytek rush
to Tantu who nobans in agony. Blood spreads on his chest.

Joshua, horrified, rips the coat and shirt from Gates's
corpse, folds and applies themlike bandages on Tantu's chest
and back and Aytek helps himtie themin place.

Sarnu is frantic, his eyes plead in desperation.

SARNU

We have to get back to the vall ey!
JOSHUA

Too far, too difficult.
AYTEK

VWhat can we do, Father?
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JOSHUA
Bot h of you, press down on the wounds.

Joshua rummages through Gates's backpack, pulls out the GPS
| ocator and a flare gun, but keeps searching. He angrily
dunps everything out, throws the pack aside.

JOSHUA
Who has the satellite phone?

Joshua | ooks around, sees Ellington |aying against awall in
shock, staring at his left side, coat open, blood seeping
through his shirt. H's eyes neet Joshua's.
ELLI NGTON
|'mI'mshot. |'mshot.

Joshua picks up socks from Gates's backpack, rushes to him
and begi ns applying a makeshift bandage to Ellington's wound
whi ch doesn't appear that serious.

JOSHUA _
Do you have the satellite phone?

Ellington's eyes are gl azed over, doesn't appear to hear.

JOSHUA
Do you have the phone?
ELLI NGTON
No. Har-Harding does. WII | die?
Joshua | ooks around frantically.
JOSHUA
(to Aytek) _
What happened to Hardi ng?
AYTEK
He ran out.
ELLI NGTON
Oh God, |'"mso sorry about this.
SARNU
My Father's going to die!
JOSHUA
No!
(to Aytek)

We got to find Harding.

Ayt ek picks up his rifle, hands Harding's to Joshua who grabs
a sweater fromEllington's pack

JOSHUA
Stay with your father. There is a
way to save him can't explain but
we have to find the man 0 ran out.
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Ellington's eyes neet Joshua's and he nods in understandi ng.
EXT. MOUNTAIN PATH - LIGHT RAIN

A%tek and Joshua nove off the |edge, along the w der pathway
that | eads steeply down the nountain to a | ower pass.

_ JOSHUA
...S0 if we find this phone | nmay be
able to call help, a helicopter
hopeful l y, that can-

AYTEK
Heli-?

~ JOSHUA
"Il explain all this later. Just
wat ch your step, it's really slippery.

As they continue a short distance down, the path turns
abruptly, narrows dramatically. Aytek stops and yells out.

AYTEK
Fat her! Look! Down t her el

Joshua catches up and | ooks down into a gully bel ow the side
of the path where it turned suddenly and where Aytek points.

Harding's body lies sprawl ed on rocks bel ow, face down.

JOSHUA
At | east he's face down. Maybe the
phone still works. But how

AYTEK

| will get rope!
EXT. MOUNTAI N PATH - OVERCAST

Joshua's | owering Aytek down as far as the rope will go,
only halfway to Harding' s body.

Ayt ek secures a hand hold, unties the rope fromhis wai st
and slowy noves down the rock wall.

EXT. ROCKY LEDGE

Ayt ek reaches the |edge, pulls the pack off the battered
body, bl ood pool ed around Hardi ng's nouth, eyes w de open.

Ayt ek %oes t hrough the pack, stops, pulls out a rectangul ar

case, holds it up and calls out to Joshua.
AYTEK
s this the device!
JOSHUA

Yes! Thank God!
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Ayt ek puts the pack on, begins the clinb back up to the rope.
Going up is nore harrow ng, far nore treacherous.

After a couple of close calls, Aytek manages to reach the
rope. He waps it around his hands.

AYTEK
Pul | , Fat her!

Joshua tries to pull but the narrow path is so slippery it's
hard for himto get a foothold.

- JOSHUA
It's too slippery! | can't-
(an i dea cones)

Just wai t!

Joshua takes out the handgun, noves back, ﬁoints the gun
down at the edge of the path and fires nethodically.

| NSERT: G ooves have been shot out of the rock.

_ AYTEK
Wiy did you shoot?

Joshua puts his heels in the grooves.

JOSHUA
| made grooves for ny feet!

Joshua pulls, Aytek grabs hand and foothol ds when possi bl e
and makes it up and over the | edge. Father and Son enbrace.

Joshua i nmedi ately opens the pack and pulls out the phone.

JOSHUA _
God, please, help ne, again..

Joshua turns the phone over.
| NSERT: Energency nunbers are taped to the back.

Joshua opens a side panel, pulls out an antenna, extends it,
folds out a mini satellite dish.

Joshua | ooks at an astoni shed Aytek, sighs deeply, then dials.
DULL RI NG SOUNDS. . .t hen:

VO CE (V.0Q0)
Wat son's Lake Search and Rescue. .

EXT. MOUNTAI N PASS - VALLEY WTH N THE PASS

Joshua, exhausted, lies by hinmself in the warnmth of the valley
bel ow the path up into the nountain.

The SOUND OF HELI COPTER ROTORS. Joshua junps up, | ooks
upward, fires the flare gun
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The helicopter |ands, energency personnel junp out, Joshua
points up the path toward the cave and | eads them upward.

EXT. MEDI CAL CENTER, WATSON S LAKE, CANADA - LATER

Tantu and Ellington are taken off the helicopter on
stretchers. Joshua, Aytek and Sarnu foll ow

| NT. MEDI CAL CENTER, WAI TI NG ROOM

A billing adm nistrator holds out a clipboard to Joshua.
He, Aytek and Sarnu sit together with a few ot her patients.

~ ADM NI STRATOR
Non- Canadi ans are responsi bl e for
their share of rescue costs.

JOSHUA
Louis Ellington was in charge. He
has to sign this. He's fanous, a
Harvard professor, works for public
tel evi si on, does docunentari es.

ADM NI STRATOR
Not leavin' "til | get a signature
and credit card, to hell wth fanous.

The adm ni strator wal ks away di sgust ed.
LATER - WAI TI NG ROOM
A POLI CE CONSTABLE, EVAN STEWART, questions the group.

JOSHUA
Ellington was the | eader. Like he
told the rescue gurs, we were
prospecting for gold, got lost, the
Inuits found us and Gates got into
an argument with them about the gold
we were taking out fromtheir |and
and things got out of hand.

The Constabl e | ooks at Joshua skeptically.

_ SARNU
It is as he says.
_ ~ CONSTABLE
Quite a coincidence they found you.
JOSHUA
Yes.
CONSTABLE

And quite a coincidence one of the
I nuits is black.

Joshua doesn't respond, just shrugs his shoul ders.
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_ JOSHUA
ls 1t?
AYTEK
O hers in our village are bl ack.
CONSTABLE _
And exactly where is your village?
AYTEK

In a valley in the nountains.

ERI C HOLMES, cones into the waiting room sees the
frowns, approaches, |ooks at Joshua.

DR HOLMES
Are you Joshua Wat ki ns?
JOSHUA
Yes.
DR. HOLMES

M. Ellington's wound i s not serious.
Lost a lot of blood but he's stable.
Wants to see you before we nove him

JOSHUA

Thank you. \What about -
DR HOLMES

Still in surgery. Doing all we can
CONSTABLE

"1l go with you, M. Watkins.

| NT. EMERCGENCY ROOM

Joshua stands behind the Constabl e standi ng over ElIlington,

who | ooks

much better now. He flips his notebook closed.

CONSTABLE

"Il be back to talk nore once your
in your room M. Ellington.

(1 ooks at Joshua)
And you and the Inuits stay in the
waiting room Need to get your entire
statenments and you'll need to stay
in town at |east another day, until
t he autopsi es are done. Understand?

The Const abl e | eaves.

JOSHUA
Yes.
ELLI NGTON
(whi speri ng) _
Joshua, |I'mso sorrz. And | prom se
| wll never tell about the valleys.
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JOSHUA
| hope so. So nuch is at stake,
More than you can possibly imagine.

ELLI NGTON
Tant u?

JOSHUA
Don't know.

| NT. WAI TI NG ROOM

Joshua is back with Aytek and Sarnu. A grimfaced DOCTOR
cones in and wal ks directly up to them Joshua stands.

_ DOCTOR
Rel atives, friends?

_ - JOSHUA
(ﬁplntlng)
He's his son.

Sarnu stands slowy, as does Ayt ek.

. DOCTOR
We did everything possible. I'"msorry.

Sarnu stares at the Doctor but shows no enobtion, just nods.
Joshua's eyes close, head drops. Aytek is grief stricken.

~ DOCTCR
Someone will be in shortly to talk
to you further about, well, details.

The Doctor |eaves. Joshua's expression hardens.

JOSHUA
W nust | eave now.

He | ooks at Sarnu, who hasn't npved.
JOSHUA _
Your father will turn into something
that will soon shock them I[f we
don't | eave now we won't be able to.
Ayt ek grabs hold of Sarnu and forces himto nove away.

EXT. MEDI CAL CENTER PARKI NG LOT

The trio exits. Joshua sees an RV pull into the lot. He
i mredi ately begins running toward it.
JOSHUA
Fol | ow ne!

They reach the RV just as a MAN and WOVEN are hurrying out
with a sick child and two ot her ol der chil dren.
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They help the bew | dered parents out. Joshua snatches the
keys fromthe Man.

JOSHUA
There's an energency!

The trio junps in, closes the door, and | eaves the famly
gape jawed as their RV pulls away.

EXT. ALCAN H GHWAY - SOVEWHERE OUTSI DE OF WATSON' LAKE

The RV races al ong the hi ghway, passing a couple of vehicles
along the way. |t skids to a stop, backs up and turns onto

a side road that takes theminto the spruce forest.

They drive in until they come to a turnaround and a trail head.
EXT. TRAI LHEAD

The RV door smﬁngs open. Joshua, Aytek and Sarnu junp out
wi th bul gi ng backpacks. Josh wears a poncho fromthe RV.

Ayt ek noves right onto the trail. Joshua stops, realizing
Sarnu hasn't noved, just | ooks behind, unsure what to do.
JOSHUA

He gave his life to help us. W
must make it back now for him for
the valley, for your-our people.

Sarnu | ooks at Joshua, grief filled, nods, and noves out.
EXT. WATSON' S LAKE - CANADI AN POLI CE STATION - NI GHT

A sign identifies the snmall building as the Watson's Lake
Pol i ce Headquarters.

| NT. POLI CE STATI ON

Const abl e Evan Stewart is going through clothes with a young
EVI DENCE TECHNI Cl AN.

EVI DENCE TECHNI Cl AN
Hey, there's a mni-canmera, stuffed
in the pocket, Stew

Constabl e Stewart takes the canera fromthe technician, turns
it on, and they nove through the pictures on the display.

CONSTABLE
Bl oody incredible...

A CLERK rushes into the room

CLERK
Const abl e Steward, you have an urgent
call fromDr. Hol nes, about the Inuit
who died at the nedical center..
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EXT. MOUNTAINS - LEDGE - SNOW NG

Joshua is pulled up onto a dangerous |edge by Aytek and Sarnu.
Joshua puts his arns around both.

Toget her they clinb upward toward an area of m st and cl ouds.
Joshua stops, |ooks back, reflecting on the awesone scene
bel ow and around him He takes a deep breath, turns, and
joins his son and Sarnu whose | ook has turned determ ned.

One by one the trio noves upward and di sappear into the m st.
PULL UP and over the scene, continue to

PULL BACK, accelerating away faster and faster fromEarth
until we are in deep space.

A geodesi ¢ shaped spacecraft, crisscrossed with pul sating,
vein-like protrusions, cones in view, accelerating, there's
a blinding flash of light, and it's gone in an instant.

THE END
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	106	EXT. GRANITE PASSAGE WAY
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	125	EXT. VALLEY - INUIT VILLAGE - DAY
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	127	EXT. OUTSIDE A LARGE HUT
	128	INT. KANNU'S HUT
	129	EXT. STREAM'S EDGE
	130	INT. KANNU'S HUT
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	134	EXT. AT THE STREAM
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	144	EXT. CAVE TUNNEL ENTRANCE
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	147	EXT. VILLAGE - FEAST
	148	EXT. ALIEN CAVE - LATER
	149	EXT. VILLAGE - FEAST
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	158	EXT. ALONG MOUNTAIN PATHS/RIDGES
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	166	EXT. MOUNTAIN PASS - VALLEY WITHIN THE PASS
	167	EXT. MEDICAL CENTER, WATSON'S LAKE, CANADA - LATER
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	171	EXT. MEDICAL CENTER PARKING LOT
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