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FADE IN:

EXT. NAVAL AIR STATION FORT LAUDERDALE - DAY

A World War II air base located about a half-mile from the 
Atlantic.  It’s a beautiful day.     

Title:  NAVAL AIR STATION FORT LAUDERDALE - DECEMBER 5, 1945

Five AVENGER TORPEDO BOMBERS are ready to fly, but nobody’s 
going anywhere just yet.  Thirteen CREW MEMBERS toss around a 
football.  LIEUTENANT TOM FOX (28, proper) checks his watch.

FOX
Come on, Taylor.  Where are you?

INT. NAVAL AIR STATION FORT LAUDERDALE - BARRACKS - DAY

The answer is here.  LIEUTENANT CHARLES TAYLOR (26) finishes 
making love to his wife JANICE (22) on a desk by the window.  
Taylor is handsome and confident, Janice gorgeous and bright.  

TAYLOR
(out of breath)

Okay, now I really have to go. 

Janice smiles as Taylor tucks in his shirt.

JANICE
Maybe I’ll bake Tom some cookies to 
make up for it. 

(off Taylor’s look)
Don’t you know -- there’s no trouble a 
girl can’t get out of with homemade 
chocolate chip cookies.  Now be safe 
and hurry back.  I don’t think I’m 
done celebrating with you just yet. 

Now it’s Taylor who smiles.  He leans in for a goodbye kiss.

TAYLOR
I love you, mon petit chou.

EXT. NAVAL AIR STATION FORT LAUDERDALE - RUNWAY - DAY

Taylor approaches, but before Fox can protest --

TAYLOR
I know, I know.  Load ‘em up, boys!  
Let’s go pretend to bomb something!

(aside to Fox)
(MORE)



Janice is six weeks pregnant, she just 
told me.  We want you to be godfather. 

FOX
You’re serious?

TAYLOR
As Patton in war time, buddy.  Get the 
twelve year old outta the officer’s 
lounge, it’s gonna be a long night.

Taylor hops into his waiting bomber and straps on his helmet.  
He turns to his two young CREW MEMBERS riding behind him.

TAYLOR (CONT’D)
Who wants to learn something?  
Fantastic.  Let’s fly. 

INT. TAYLOR’S BOMBER - FLYING - DAY

The five bombers are about sixty miles out doing practice 
runs over a set of ISLAND SHOALS.  Taylor flies as his crew 
drops a series of BOMBS on the sand.  Taylor just loves this.   

TAYLOR 
And gentlemen, that’s how you become a 
lieutenant in the greatest flying 
force in the world.  FT-81, you’re on 
the lead, take us home.   

INT. NAVAL AIR STATION FORT LAUDERDALE - TOWER - DAY

Fox monitors the mission.  Janice walks up the stairs holding 
a plate of cookies.  She holds them up as a peace offering.  
Fox tries one, then reaches for one more.  Janice has him.  

FOX
Congratulations, by the way.  Taylor’s 
totally gonna be a responsible father.

But it’s just playful ribbing between friends.  Across the 
way the RADIOMAN looks out with a pair of binoculars. 

RADIOMAN
Flight 19, we got you timed for 
approach, but having trouble making 
your visual.  Confirm location, over.

There’s no response.  Janice shoots Fox a look.
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FOX
He’s probably just out barrel rolling 
over some tourists on the beach.

(into the radio)
Flight 19, please confirm location. 

Another long pause.  And just as Janice starts to worry --

TAYLOR (V.O.)
Sorry, tower.  This is FT-28, radio’s  
glitchy.  We caught a little headwind, 
should be there shortly, over.

INT. TAYLOR’S BOMBER - FLYING - DAY

Still out to sea.  The wind has picked up and there are a few 
clouds nearby.  Taylor clocks them as he checks for land.

TAYLOR
Fellas, it’s been six minutes, I still 
got nothing on my horizon.   

CREWMAN
(has a map and compass)

Sorry, sir.  Even with the weather, by 
my calculations, we should be home.  

TAYLOR
Yeah, well, clearly we’re not. 

(into the radio)
Tower, this is FT-28.  Either our 
compasses are broken or we don’t know 
how to use them, we can’t see land. 

Taylor reacts to a sudden crack of THUNDER.  The clouds are 
turning darker and building out of nowhere.  It’s ominous.

FOX (V.O.)
FT-28, just turn on your transmitter.  
We’ll walk you home, over.

Taylor flips and re-flips a switch.  The clouds explode with 
hail and rain.  THE AIR FEELS ELECTRIC.  Taylor’s at a loss. 

TAYLOR
It’s on, tower, or at least it should 
be.  Are you still not reading us?

(no response; urgently)
Tower, this is FT-28.  Nothing works 
up here.  Repeat, we cannot see land.

The plane suddenly drops from severe turbulence.  Taylor 
looks up as a SWIRLING WALL OF DARK CLOUDS FORMS ABOVE HIM.    
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TAYLOR (CONT’D)
Jesus!  Mayday, mayday.  This is FT-
28, we have a rapidly developing storm 
happening.  I don’t know what this is. 

Taylor takes evasive action to outrace the storm.  He slaloms 
through huge LIGHTNING BOLTS as they shoot down to the water.

INT. NAVAL AIR STATION FORT LAUDERDALE - TOWER - DAY

FOX
(panic setting in)

FT-28, did you just say something 
about the weather?  We’re all clear 
here.  Flight 19, do you copy?  Flight 
19?!  Taylor, where the hell are you?!

Only static.  Fox finally looks to Janice.  It’s not good. 

JANICE
I didn’t even say goodbye. 

INT. TAYLOR’S BOMBER - FLYING - DAY

Complete chaos.  Taylor struggles to keep control.  The other 
four bombers are clearly overmatched by the sudden storm. 

TAYLOR
Flight 19!  Pull in tight off my tail!  
We need to find a way outta here! 

Taylor sees two of the bombers below him when a MYSTERIOUS 
FORCE FLIPS ONE OF THE MASSIVE BOMBERS OVER INTO THE OTHER. 

Taylor’s never seen anything like it.  The bombers break 
apart, the debris SOMEHOW SUCKED STRAIGHT BACK UP AT TAYLOR, 
shattering his windshield.  ALARMS sound, but then --

TAYLOR (CONT’D)
There!  That’s our way out!  Hit that 
gap in the storm, twelve o’clock!

Taylor manages to fly toward a strange GAP above him in the 
clouds.  THE GAP PULSATES, ALMOST LIKE A MAGNET, DRAWING THE 
PLANE IN.  Taylor closes.  Twenty feet away.  Ten.  Five. 

THERE’S A BRIGHT WHITE FLASH.  And then Taylor suddenly finds 
himself flying in a TUNNEL OF BRILLIANT LIGHT.  Time slows.  
Taylor turns, but amazingly, HIS CREWMAN HAVE DISAPPEARED. 

Another bomber TUMBLES THROUGH THE AIR BEHIND HIM, but it’s 
abruptly PULLED DOWNWARD IN A FLASH OF ELECTRICITY.  
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And as Taylor is drawn forward in the narrowing tunnel, a 
look of astonishment on his face, we PULL BACK RAPIDLY -- 

Out of the plane and into the sky high above the Earth where 
we witness the unmistakable beginnings of a HURRICANE forming 
directly over the area known as the BERMUDA TRIANGLE.  

EXT. DEEP-SEA PLATFORM - DAY - ESTABLISHING 

Somewhere in the middle of the Atlantic.  A lone DEEP-SEA 
PLATFORM rises out of the ocean.  Another storm rages. 

Title:  180 MILES SOUTHWEST OF BERMUDA - PRESENT DAY

EXT. DEEP-SEA PLATFORM - MAIN DECK - DAY

Not used for drilling.  Instead, several NATIONAL OCEANIC AND 
ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION SCIENTISTS work on deck.  Their 
equipment is state of the art and futuristic.  Three massive 
TRIANGULAR SATELLITE DISHES are setup on separate platforms.

There’s a sense of tension as final preparations are made to 
a large HOURGLASS-SHAPED DEVICE.  The device is the size of a 
mini-van and lies sidewise in a specialized cradle.  

NOAA SCIENTIST
Set and ready for test Alpha Tango! 

HILARY STAVIC (O.S.)
Increase dish output to 8.7 please! 

Everyone turns to DR. HILARY STAVIC (42).  Despite being the 
only woman on deck, she’s clearly the one in charge.     

NOAA SCIENTIST
Ma’am, agitating the source to that 
level was purely a hypothetical! 

HILARY STAVIC
Progress is made in the hypothetical, 
James!  I want to know where we stand!    

THE DISHES AIM SKYWARD.  And as the test begins with a low 
rumble, Stavic looking up at the storm in anticipation --

EXT. NEVADA DESERT - DAY - ESTABLISHING 

An F/A-18 HORNET speeds past in the clear, blue sky.  From 
the ocean to the desert in the blink of an eye. 

Title: 35 MILES EAST OF FALLON, NEVADA
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INT. DANNY’S F/A-18 - FLYING - DAY

Another naval training mission.  This time ENSIGN DANNY 
“SHOE” TAYLOR (26) is at the controls.  He’s Charles Taylor’s 
grandson, but right now that’s not important. 

What is important is he and several other fighters are in the 
middle of an intense CAPTURE THE FLAG EXERCISE with their 
instructors.  Danny flies over a RED TRIANGLE on his monitor.    

DANNY
Put the biscuit in the basket!  This 
is Blue Four, I have the football! 

INT. BREWSTER’S F/A-18 - FLYING - DAY

ENSIGN THOMAS “BREW” BREWSTER is Danny’s best friend and is 
engaged over another part of the desert.  

BREWSTER
That a kid!  Now just stay not-dead.  
Iron curtain’s up on our flag, ninety 
seconds till we crack the champagne. 

(alarms sound)
Shit!  Panda’s coming in right ninety!  
Get the hell outta there, Shoe!

INT. DANNY’S F/A-18 - FLYING - DAY

Danny climbs high into the sky, running from the action.  

DANNY
I’m already gone.  

But as he does, Danny sees a lone UNSUSPECTING FIGHTER a few 
miles in the distance.  Danny levels his ascent.  

DANNY (CONT’D)
Actually -- scratch that.  I’m out a 
thousand on Apple, he’s still blind.

BREWSTER (V.O.)
Don’t be an idiot, Shoe!  You have the 
ball, take the goddamn victory! 

DANNY
Points for kills, Brew.  I pop Apple, 
our team is top of the leader board. 

BREWSTER (V.O.)
(doesn’t like this at all)

Shoe, Apple’s got a clean sheet!
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But Danny ignores him as he drops behind the other F/A-18.  

DANNY (CONT’D)
Surprise.

INT. SMITH’S F/A-18 - FLYING - DAY

CAPTAIN PATRICK “APPLE” SMITH (45) sees Danny behind him, but 
from his reaction it’s clear Smith is anything but.   

CAPTAIN SMITH
Sucker. 

INT. DANNY’S F/A-18 - FLYING - DAY

Smith takes evasive action.  Danny is put on the defensive.  

DANNY
Shit.  Asshole was baiting me!  He’s 
pulling me into the scissors!

BREWSTER (V.O.)
Run, Shoe!  Thirty seconds and home! 

But Danny’s not gonna back down now.  The planes lock in a 
series of DUELING, NAUSEATING FIGURE EIGHTS that do in fact 
look like scissors.  It takes a lot of skill. 

DANNY
Come on, you son of a bitch.  I got 
you.  Show me your belly. 

BREWSTER (V.O.)
Fifteen seconds!

DANNY
He’s breaking.  I got him!

And Danny’s right, or so he thinks.  Smith heads for the 
hills.  Danny rolls into position, thumb over the trigger --   

DANNY (CONT’D)
How you like them apples, Apple?

But just before Danny hits the button to win the exercise --

CAPTAIN SMITH (V.O.)
Disengage, Taylor!  Back off and get 
your ass back inside the cage!  You 
and your team are disqualified, that’s 
a fumble and this game is ours. 
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Danny looks down.  He’s flying directly over a DESERT TOWN.

DANNY
No!  That’s bullshit!  I had you!

CAPTAIN SMITH (V.O.)
You had nothing.  Return to base. 

And that’s that.  Danny lost.  He turns for home when 
suddenly there’s a loud EXPLOSION on his right wing.  THE 
PLANE ENTERS A PLUMMETING SPIN.  Danny fights the controls.

DANNY
Mayday, mayday.  Starboard engine 
flamed out, can’t restart! 

BREWSTER (V.O.)
Punch it, Danny!  Get outta there!

DANNY
I punch now, I plow through somebody’s 
front lawn!  I gotta fall faster!  
Passing five thousand!  Four!  Three!    

Danny increases the throttle, which increases his spin and 
velocity.  ALARMS sound as he closes in on the ground.

Danny sees a patch of desert just past the residential area.  
By going faster, he’s actually got himself on course.  Danny 
waits until the very last second then EJECTS INTO THE SKY --

EXT. NEVADA DESERT - DAY

Just as the PLANE CRASHES A FEW HUNDRED YARDS FROM THE 
SUBDIVISION.  And as Danny’s parachute deploys, gently 
guiding him back down to Earth against the setting sun --

CAPTAIN SMITH (V.O.)
While the mechanical failure may have 
been unavoidable, the perilous 
situation that followed was not. 

INT. NAVAL AIR STATION FALLON - CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

Danny stands in his dress whites.  CAPTAIN SMITH and three 
other high-level OFFICERS are passing their judgement. 

CAPTAIN SMITH 
By recklessly flying outside your 
exercise boundaries, you put civilian 
lives at risk, as well as your own.

(Danny bites his tongue)
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Ensign, you’re a good pilot, as shown 
by your heroics.  But this is not your 
first offense.  Flying planes for the 
United States Navy at this level is 
about managing risk.  We’re not sure 
you’re worth it anymore.    

DANNY
Sir, with all due respect --

CAPTAIN SMITH
I’m not through, Ensign.  I understand 
you may think because an instructor 
flew outside --

DANNY
You ran, sir.  With all due respect, 
you knew I beat you and you ran. 

Smith fumes, staring at Danny.  The other officers are 
interested by this exchange.  Smith has Danny’s file.

CAPTAIN SMITH
Your grandfather flew in World War II, 
did he not?  He was a full lieutenant, 
he received the Silver Star.  

DANNY
Yes, sir.

CAPTAIN SMITH
(with destain)

And then he got lost over the Atlantic 
and took thirteen crewmen down with 
him.  Your father, he couldn’t make it 
out of basic without driving his 
motorcycle headlong into a semi-truck.  

(beat)
You may think you have some sort of 
moral high ground here, Danny, but 
failure’s in your blood.  Did you win 
because you had me in your sights?  
That wasn’t the game and those weren’t 
the rules.  I knew you would follow 
me.  You lost, I won, and whether I 
ran or not, tomorrow, I fly again.  
Sorry the same can’t be said for you. 

INT. NAVAL AIR STATION FALLON - BARRACKS - NIGHT

Danny hastily packs his bags under watchful eye of two 
MILITARY POLICE.  Brewster is there with him.
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BREWSTER
I figured they’d ground you.  Sure, 
you crashed a plane.  But an OTH? 

DANNY
Discharge other than honorable.  Has a 
nice ring to it. 

BREWSTER
If you want, I’ll call my brother in 
Atlanta.  He knows a few guys who work 
for Delta, maybe they can --

DANNY
What?  Hire me to toss bags?  The U.S. 
Navy says I can’t fly anymore.  No 
one’s giving me a plane after that.   

Danny suddenly comes across an old PHOTOGRAPH of his 
grandfather in a drawer.  Charles Taylor stands in uniform. 

DANNY  (CONT’D)
Six more months.  Next class comes in, 
I make full lieutenant in six months.  
All I ever wanted was to be like him. 

BREWSTER
What are you gonna do?

DANNY
Honestly, Hennessey still has that 
cabin down in Mexico.  I got a ticket, 
I’m just gonna go get drunk, I think.  
Shit, maybe I’ll write a book on how 
to throw away a career.

Danny throws the picture in a box.  His CELL PHONE rings.   

DANNY (CONT’D)
More good news?  Maybe my dog died.

(answers)
Hello.  This is Danny. 

INT. PEACEFUL LIVING RETIREMENT VILLAGE - ROOM 114 - NIGHT

ROSALYN HERNANDEZ (38) is an administrator at this mid-range 
retirement home.  It’s been a long day. 

ROSALYN
Mr. Taylor, it’s Rosalyn Hernandez at 
Peaceful Living Retirement Village.  
We’ve been trying to reach you for a 
bit now.  It’s about your grandmother. 
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Reveal JANICE TAYLOR (now 91) resting in bed.  She’s aged 
well, but things have not been easy the last few weeks. 

INT. NAVAL AIR STATION FALLON - BARRACKS - NIGHT

Danny hangs up.  Brew silently asks -- what’s wrong?

DANNY
I gotta go to Florida. 

EXT. EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK - NIGHT - ESTABLISHING 

Following a DIRT ROAD through the wetlands.  We pass a 
SECURITY FENCE and arrive at a secluded RESEARCH FACILITY.  

Title: 48 MILES NORTHWEST OF MIAMI, FLORIDA

DR. BISHOP (V.O.)
I tried his cell, he’s not picking up.  
He ran a six hundred dollar tab on my 
checking account this week, so just 
put the phone up to his ear so I can 
find out what the hell is going on.

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BULLPEN - NIGHT

A handful of RESEARCHERS monitor myriad data, from weather to 
phases of the moon.  While definitely high-tech, everything 
feels a step below what was on the deep-sea platform. 

DR. WILLIAM BISHOP (45) is on his cell in a corner of the 
bullpen.  Bishop is good with an equation, less so people. 

DR. BISHOP
What do you mean you don’t know if 
he’s there?  You’re his RA.  Isn’t 
that what we pay you for?   

(beat; disgusted)
No, he’s not at his mother’s.  How do 
I know?  First, we’re not divorced, 
and second his mother died last year, 
that’s how I know, you ignorant doof. 

Bishop’s two assistants (20s) try to ignore their boss.  BEN 
KNOX is fastidious and likes nice sweaters, while MELISSA 
MENDEZ is a messy-desk kind of girl, but they’re both smart.

MELISSA MENDEZ
We should order Thai food. 
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BEN KNOX
Nobody likes Thai food but you.

MELISSA MENDEZ
That’s what I’m saying -- we should 
order it.  Pineapple rice.    

(re: Bishop)
How long he’s gonna yell at that kid? 

BEN KNOX
(checks his watch)

I don’t know.  Another twenty minutes?  

DATA suddenly scrolls on a Ben’s monitor.  It takes a second. 

BEN KNOX (CONT’D)
Umm.  What the hell is this?

Melissa rolls her chair over.  Computer screens quickly fill 
with information.  Melissa can barely contain her excitement. 

MELISSA MENDEZ
Holy shit.  This is game time.

BEN KNOX
Wait -- right now?  It’s been fourteen 
months since our last activity, I’ve 
never monitored an event in real time.

MELISSA MENDEZ
Well we’re gonna pop that cherry and 
good.  Dr. Bishop!! 

Bishop only now sees the flurry of activity on the monitors. 

BEN KNOX
Water temp has risen seven degrees at 
buoys four and five, we’ve got rapid 
cloud formation on the weather model.

DR. BISHOP
Air ionization?

MELISSA MENDEZ
Eighty thousand per and climbing. 

From the looks around the room it’s clear -- that’s a huge 
number.  Bishop absentmindedly hangs up his cell phone.

DR. BISHOP
Get me Tolbert at the FAA and Bill 
Watts from NTSB.  What’s in the area?  
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Melissa calls up a schematic of the BERMUDA TRIANGLE.  Over 
three hundred plane and boat ICONS blink with information.

BEN KNOX
We still have no way of knowing where 
this is gonna open.  How close do they 
have to be to be in the pull zone?   

DR. BISHOP
For one this big?  Not that close.

EXT. ATLANTIC OCEAN - NIGHT - ESTABLISHING 

Dark clouds grow rapidly on the horizon.  A 2,500 passenger 
CRUISE SHIP cuts through the water.  

Title: 60 MILES NORTHEAST OF PUERTO RICO

INT. THE CROWN JEWEL - OFFICER’S LOUNGE - NIGHT

A celebratory dinner of sorts.  CAPTAIN HAROLD DUMAS (63) is 
having his last meal as commander of The Crown Jewel.  Dumas 
is stately and kind.  The ship’s CRUISE DIRECTOR stands.

CRUISE DIRECTOR
Captain Dumas, from the entire Crown 
Jewel, it’s been a pleasure to have 
you lead us these past sixteen years --  

CAPTAIN DUMAS
And the twelve before that, counting 
the Princess of the Seas, but you were 
all mostly in diapers.  

Polite laughter.  STAFF CAPTAIN NATHAN HUXLEY (32) trades a 
glance with FIRST OFFICER CARL BRIGGS (27).  Huxley is the 
handsome, driven, soon-to-be-captain.  Briggs is his crony.  

CRUISE DIRECTOR
As a token of our appreciation, you 
always say you have a thousand stories 
to tell.  Well, now’s your chance.

A WAITER wheels in a cart.  Dumas removes a white sheet and 
reveals a beautifully restored TYPEWRITER.  Dumas is touched. 

CAPTAIN DUMAS
It’s wonderful.  Thank you, really.  

(beat)
A thousand stories to tell, I don’t 
even know where to begin.  You’re all 
like family to me.  This ship.  
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It’s a bit sad, I think.  I have the 
perfect place for this typewriter in 
my office, but it’s not my office much 
longer, now is it.  I honestly can’t 
think of another place it could go.     

More laughter, but this time the slightly uncomfortable kind.  
A WATCHMAN enters and whispers to Huxley.  Huxley heads out. 

CAPTAIN DUMAS (CONT’D)
What is it, Nathan?

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
A little weather ahead, Captain.  No 
need to interrupt the festivities.  

CAPTAIN DUMAS
Nonsense.  The ship’s not yours for 
another three hours.  If there’s one 
last storm on the docket, so be it.  

EXT. THE CROWN JEWEL - MAIN DECK - NIGHT

At the rear of the ship.  Four college FRESHMEN have pulled 
over two deck chairs and are drinking from a bottle of rum.

JEREMY EVANS stands away from the others taking pictures of 
the clouds on his cell phone.  Jeremy’s a good kid but hasn’t 
found the confidence to make his mark in the world just yet.  
He has TEN MISSED CALLS from someone he’s named DR. ASSHOLE.

CURTIS (O.S.)
Hey, Jacques Cousteau.  You still in?

CURTIS BLOCK is a good-looking, Alpha male.  ANTHONY LEE, 
sarcastic and self-assured, shoots Curtis a look. 

CURTIS (CONT’D)
What?  He’s taking pictures, isn’t he?

ANTHONY
Yeah, but Jacques Cousteau didn’t.

CURTIS
Whatever.  Babe, you’re up.  

CLAIRE DEVEREUX is smart and beautiful.  She wears a BOSTON 
UNIVERSITY sweatshirt and shares her deck chair with Curtis. 

CLAIRE
Truth.
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ANTHONY
All right, who was the first boy -- or 
girl -- you ever kissed? 

CLAIRE
That’s too easy.  It was your mom.  

Everyone oohs and aahs as the bottle is passed around.   

CURTIS
No, no, no.  Good question.  I wanna 
know who was there before me.  

Claire smiles at Jeremy as he sits.  Jeremy doesn’t know why. 

CLAIRE
Are you telling me you don’t remember? 
It was you!  Second grade art class? 

JEREMY
We were eight.  That doesn’t count.

CURTIS
Yeah, no way that counts.  I mean -- 
has he even kissed a girl since?

(Claire slaps his arm)
Sorry.  No offense.

JEREMY
(you’re an asshole)

None taken.

CURTIS  
My turn.  Dare.

The wind suddenly picks up as the clouds move closer.  The 
others look around, trying to come up with ideas.  Finally --

JEREMY
Touch that flag. 

There’s a RIGGING ROPE off a higher deck with a flag at the 
top.  It’s about a fifteen foot climb, but in this weather --

CLAIRE
That’s too dangerous, Jeremy.

CURTIS
No.  I got this.

INT. THE CROWN JEWEL - BRIDGE - NIGHT

Dumas enters as the ship is buffeted by high winds and seas.  
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CAPTAIN DUMAS
Where did this angry lady come from? 

RADAR TECHNICIAN
No idea, sir.  One second we’re on 
glass, the next -- this.  

A TECHNICIAN replays the sudden burst of red and orange.  

CAPTAIN DUMAS
Raise the weather service for more 
information and get everyone below 
deck.  We may be in for a bumpy ride.  

EXT. THE CROWN JEWEL - MAIN DECK - NIGHT

Rain pours as Curtis reaches the top of the rope.  He slips, 
but finally touches the flag.  He pumps his fist in victory.

CLAIRE
Curtis!  Get down!

A wind gust blows a chair across deck.  Other passengers flee 
below as the rain increases.  Curtis drops down to the deck.    

ANTHONY
You guys think maybe we should get out 
of this hurricane now?! 

CURTIS
No!  Round’s not over!  Evans is up.    

(to Jeremy; challenging)
Don’t be a pussy. 

It’s a Jeremy and Curtis stand-off.  Jeremy can’t back down.

JEREMY
Fine.  Dare.

CURTIS
(points to a guard rail)

Walk the rail.  Ten feet.  

INT. THE CROWN JEWEL - BRIDGE - NIGHT

ALARMS sound.  Huxley and Briggs enter as screens go BLACK. 

RADIOMAN
Radio is down!  Nav is down!  I have 
no idea where we are!
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STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
Captain, wind is blowing out port-side 
windows!  We need to turn around!

But Dumas isn’t paying attention.  He watches as the dark 
clouds begin to SWIRL JUST LIKE THEY DID FOR CHARLES TAYLOR.  

Huxley waits for Dumas to give the order, but when it doesn’t 
come, Huxley turns to the HELMSMAN (driver of the ship).  

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY (CONT’D)
Starboard, 180 degrees, full throttle.

CAPTAIN DUMAS 
Helmsman, do not follow that command.  
Continue your heading as present.   

Huxley, and much of the room, can’t believe they heard right.

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
You’re driving us into the storm?  Is 
there a particular reason, Harold, or 
is this your final blaze of glory? 

CAPTAIN DUMAS
My reason is to save this ship and 
that’s exactly what I’m doing. 

EXT. THE CROWN JEWEL - MAIN DECK - NIGHT

Jeremy walks the rail like a balance beam.  The ship rocks. 

CLAIRE
Jeremy, please!  Get off!  

ANTHONY
Yeah, man.  This isn’t good!

But Jeremy’s trying to be brave.  He’s half-way across when 
the SWIRLING WALL OF CLOUDS DROPS DOWN FROM ABOVE.  Jeremy 
loses his balance but Anthony and Claire pull him to safety. 

JEREMY
Holy shit.

But there’s no time to catch their breath as THE SHIP BEGINS 
TO SPIN LATERALLY IN THE WATER.  It’s slow at first, almost 
imperceptible.  THEN AN EIGHTY FOOT WAVE BREAKS OVER THE SIDE 
OF THE SHIP.  Countless passengers are thrown overboard.  

Our friends struggle to stay on deck, but out of nowhere 
CLAIRE IS FLUNG OVER THE RAIL.  Jeremy and Curtis each grab 
one of her wrists.  CLAIRE’S BODY FLAILS OVER THE WATER.  
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INT. THE CROWN JEWEL - BRIDGE - NIGHT

Bodies everywhere.  Huxley gets to his feet near Dumas.  He 
pushes past the captain and throws the helmsman to the side.

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
I’ll turn the boat myself!

Huxley fights the controls when he feels something cold 
pressed against the back of his head.  DUMAS HOLDS A PISTOL. 

CAPTAIN DUMAS
This is my ship.  You’ll do as I say. 

And it almost looks like Dumas will pull the trigger but then 
ALL THE WINDOWS IN THE BRIDGE ARE BLOWN IN BY CRASHING WATER.

EXT. THE CROWN JEWEL - MAIN DECK - NIGHT

Curtis and Jeremy desperately hold Claire over the abyss.  
Claire starts slipping from their grasp, BUT THEN JEREMY 
GRABS CLAIRE WITH BOTH HANDS.  He pulls her to safety as the 
SPINNING INCREASES and sends everyone sliding across deck.    

Jeremy sees the wall of clouds above him and fumbles for his 
phone.  He quickly CALLS BACK THE NUMBER FOR DR. ASSHOLE --

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BULLPEN - NIGHT

AND BISHOP’S CELL PHONE RINGS ON HIS DESK.  But right now 
Bishop is focused on the triangle.  He sees Jeremy calling, 
then slams the phone in a drawer -- this is what’s important.

EXT. THE CROWN JEWEL - MAIN DECK - NIGHT

Jeremy is crestfallen.  The boat is almost gliding across the 
water now, the waves raising it to the heavens.  Jeremy 
manages to SNAP ONE LAST PICTURE OF THE STORM AND HIT SEND --

JUST AS THE PHONE IS PULLED FROM HIS HAND.  And the phone 
hovers there a moment, LEVITATING.  There are deck chairs, 
equipment, even people, ALL IN THE AIR, and then EVERYTHING 
IN THE FRAME IS SUCKED UPWARDS IN A BRILLIANT FLASH.    

And then there’s just nothing. 

EXT. PEACEFUL LIVING RETIREMENT VILLAGE - DAY - ESTABLISHING 

The next morning.  Whatever that storm was last night, it’s 
hit land.  A RENTAL CAR splashes through a puddle to a stop. 
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RADIO DISC JOCKEY  (V.O.)
And this is why I don’t trust weather 
hairdos on TV.  Forecast had days of 
sunshine, suddenly we’re in a monsoon.

INT. DANNY’S RENTAL CAR - DAY

Danny Taylor looks like he hasn’t had much sleep. 

RADIO DISC JOCKEY 
They’re calling it an atypical 
tropical cloudburst, which is code for 
“I don’t know what the hell it is.”

Danny shuts off the car.  He takes a breath.  And then --

DANNY
I hate Florida.

INT. PEACEFUL LIVING RETIREMENT VILLAGE - OFFICE - DAY

Danny sits across from Rosalyn Hernandez.  Rosalyn has a 
picture of TWIN DAUGHTERS (13) on her desk.  

DANNY
You said this wasn’t about her health.

ROSALYN
It’s not.  The fact is your 
grandmother’s private insurance is 
running out.  We’re not the priciest 
game in town, but she has her own 
room, she’s on a specialized diet --

DANNY
I thought we were using Medicare.

ROSALYN
We are, but again, her costs are above 
the average standard of care.  I know 
this is a difficult, Mr. Taylor, but 
we’ve reached the end of our rope. 

(slides the bill across)
This is her current balance along with 
her future estimated monthly payment.

DANNY
And if I can’t afford this?

ROSALYN
We have no choice but to turn your 
grandmother over to a state facility.  
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(tries to be positive)
Some of our active military are 
eligible to use vouchers from their 
retirement fund to pay for care.  Is 
that something you’d be interested in?

INT. PEACEFUL LIVING RETIREMENT VILLAGE - HALLWAY - DAY

Or better yet -- can this week get any worse?  Danny heads 
down the hall to Janice’s room.  He takes a quiet moment to 
himself, then knocks.  Janice opens the door and smiles wide.   

JANICE
Well I’ll be damned. 

And as Danny steps inside, the door closing behind him --

EXT. BERMUDA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT - DAY - ESTABLISHING 

An AMERICAN MILITARY TRANSPORT PLANE arrives in the rain.  

Title: BERMUDA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, BERMUDA

INT. AMERICAN MILITARY TRANSPORT PLANE - DAY

A team of NATIONAL TRAVEL SAFETY BOARD INVESTIGATORS prepares 
to disembark.  RACHEL BARTLETT (30, driven and pretty) is the 
Investigator-in-Charge, but oddly she hasn’t moved just yet.  

Instead, much like Danny, she steals a moment to herself.  
Rachel closes her eyes, a GOLDEN CROSS NECKLACE around her 
neck, and mouths a quick prayer.  And then --

EXT. BERMUDA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT - RUNWAY - DAY

It’s like Rachel’s been shot out of a cannon.  The team is 
greeted by local authorities.  The POLICE CHIEF extends his 
hand, but Rachel ignores it as she heads to a nearby HANGAR.  

RACHEL
Chief Eubanks?!  Rachel Bartlett, 
NTSB, I’m the investigator in charge.  
The Coast Guard needs to use your 
auxiliary runway as a refueling 
station.  I also need you to fire 
whoever it is on your staff that 
tweets under the handle BermDog0423. 

CHIEF EUBANKS
Excuse me? 
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RACHEL
Someone posted pictures from inside 
your command claiming the twenty-five 
hundred passengers of The Crown Jewel 
“disappeared into the Triangle”.  
People see that word with Bermuda, we 
lose all credibility as investigators.   

CHIEF EUBANKS
I can’t stop people from talking. 

RACHEL
I deal in logic and truth, Chief.  Not 
tourism-driving myth.  Lock it down.  

ASSISTANT (O.S.)
Rachel, it’s the Director.  

Rachel’s ASSISTANT holds out a phone.  Not good news.      

INT. BERMUDA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT - HANGAR - DAY

Rachel takes the call in a corner of the hangar.  The rest of 
the space is being transformed into an NTSB COMMAND CENTER.

RACHEL
This is bullshit, Bill!  I paid my 
dues.  I’m on scene five minutes of my 
first pull and you bench me?  At least 
be a gentleman and pass the lube.

INT. PRIVATE PLANE - FLYING - DAY

REGIONAL DIRECTOR BILL WATTS (48, fatherly) is on the other 
end of the call.  He doesn’t like this any more than Rachel.

BILL WATTS
Rachel, you’re in the bigs now.  This 
is what happens sometimes when there 
are other things to be considered. 

RACHEL (V.O.)
Wait -- you’re serious?  It’s because 
of the goddamn Bermuda Triangle? 

BILL WATTS
We’ll be there in forty minutes.  
Until then, don’t go anywhere, don’t 
talk to anyone, don’t do anything.     

Bill hangs up.  SPECIAL AGENT MICHAEL FIRESTEIN (41) sits 
across from him.  Firestein is authoritative and smooth.   
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FIRESTEIN
Is she going to be a problem?

INT. BERMUDA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT - HANGAR - DAY

Rachel still can’t believe what just happened.  Another NTSB 
INVESTIGATOR hurries over.  He’s got news. 

NTSB INVESTIGATOR
Someone’s in the water.  Rescue plane 
made visual dead center of the search 
area.  You wanna do the ride along?  

Rachel hesitates.  She knows she shouldn’t, but then --

INT. COAST GUARD HELICOPTER - FLYING - DAY

Rachel can’t help herself.  She grips her seat belt as the 
chopper circles low over some wreckage in the water.  A COAST 
GUARD RESCUE SWIMMER opens the door and prepares to jump.

RACHEL
So you’re just gonna hop outta here 
like it’s no big deal?! 

RESCUE SWIMMER
Yeah.  Wanna join me?!

She clearly doesn’t.  The helicopter sways.  Rachel holds on.    

EXT. ATLANTIC OCEAN - DAY

The swimmer plunges into the water.  He fights through the 
waves and finds a HUDDLED MASS on a wooden plank.  The 
swimmer secures the survivor and gives the all clear sign. 

INT. COAST GUARD HELICOPTER - FLYING - DAY

Rachel watches as the survivor is pulled into the helicopter.  
Two EMTs immediately get to work.  Rachel leans forward for a 
better view and is surprised to see the survivor is a SEVEN 
YEAR OLD AFRICAN BOY.  The boy looks scared out of his mind. 

But whatever it is about him, Rachel instinctively UNDOES HER 
SEATBELT and moves toward the boy.  She squeezes his hand.  

RACHEL
You’re gonna be all right.
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INT. PEACEFUL LIVING RETIREMENT VILLAGE - ROOM 114 - DAY

Danny waits as Janice prepares tea.  There are books and 
other things related to the BERMUDA TRIANGLE in every corner 
of the room.  Janice is clearly a conspiracy theorist.   

JANICE
Don’t tell me there are no pretty 
girls out there in that desert.

DANNY
None as pretty as you, Grandma.

JANICE
That’s nice sweetie, but it’s not like 
they let me bake anymore.  There’s no 
treats for buttering me up.  

(sits, and then)
So they’re kicking me out, aren’t 
they?  You’ve come all this way, I’ve 
heard the whispers in the halls.

Janice, as always, is to the point.  Danny forces a smile.

DANNY
Don’t worry about it, Gram.  I’ll 
think of something. 

JANICE
It’s not your responsibility to think 
of something.  Besides, this place is 
falling apart anyway.  My door always 
sticks, they cancelled our HBO --

DANNY
It is my responsibility.  This is what 
you do for the person that raised you.  
I’ll think of something, I promise.     

JANICE
You’re a very good boy, Daniel.  But 
enough of this, I need some excitement 
in my bones.  How’s flying?  

Danny sips his tea.  And then --

DANNY
Couldn’t be better. 

JANICE
Your grandfather, he’d be so proud.

(looks out the window)
It rained like this, you know.  After 
he went in, the weather turned...
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DANNY
Grandma, maybe we should --  

JANICE
Oh, now, don’t you shush me, too!  I 
know how it is, the crazy old widow 
whose husband disappeared.

DANNY
It’s not like that. 

JANICE
It is like that.  It’s always been 
like that.  Pilot error?  Please, 
Danny, you should have seen him fly.  
He made that flight hundreds of times, 
the only way he gets lost coming home 
is if something made him get lost.

(beat; calms)
But as I was saying.  The weather, it 
turned just like this that day.  
Sometimes I think it’s like a bad 
penny following this family around.  
But then you do such amazing things.   

That’s a guilt trip.  Danny focuses on a news report on TV. 

NEWSCASTER
The ship was supposed to arrive in 
Miami early this morning, but rumors 
have started to swirl that The Crown 
Jewel has, quite simply, disappeared.  

DANNY
We should turn this off, Gram. 

But as Danny reaches back for the remote he’s shocked to find 
that JANICE HAS PASSED OUT IN HER CHAIR.  

DANNY
Gram?  Grandma, are you all right?

(yells toward the hall)
Somebody!!  I need help in here!!

INT. COAST GUARD HELICOPTER - FLYING - DAY

The boy has been stabilized.  Rachel holds his hand as the 
helicopter approaches the mainland.  Rachel leans in. 

RACHEL
My name’s Rachel.  You were in an 
accident, okay?  Don’t be scared.  I 
won’t let anything happen to you.
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The boy just stares at her.  He reaches into his pocket and 
gives her a SMOOTH DARK STONE.  And then, almost a whisper --

THE BOY
Adelaide. 

EXT. FORT LAUDERDALE HOSPITAL - HELIPAD - DAY

The helicopter touches down.  The EMTs wheel the boy out and 
are surprised to find a group of armed FEDERAL AGENTS waiting 
with the hospital staff.  Rachel has no idea what’s going on.  

BILL WATTS (O.S.)
We told you not to go anywhere!

Rachel sees Bill Watts standing with Special Agent Firestein. 

INT. FORT LAUDERDALE HOSPITAL - ELEVATOR - DAY

Rachel rides down with both of them.  

RACHEL
What’s with the cavalry?  This kid 
knock over a 7/11 I don’t know about.  

FIRESTEIN
We appreciate your enthusiasm, Ms. 
Bartlett, but you were given a direct 
order which you then chose to ignore.  

RACHEL
No, I’m sorry.  

(points to Bill)
He’s my boss, he can put me in the 
penalty box.  You, I don’t know.

FIRESTEIN
You don’t know me because you don’t 
need to know me.  

Before Rachel can respond the elevator doors open onto --

INT. FORT LAUDERDALE HOSPITAL - FIRST FLOOR - CONTINUOUS

The ER.  The boy is already being wheeled in to an exam room.  
Rachel takes two steps, but then Firestein grabs her arm. 

RACHEL
Get off me!  That little boy is scared 
out of his mind.  You wanna big up me?  
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Fine.  I’ve been big upped.  But at 
least let me go hold his hand.

FIRESTEIN
The boy is fine, Ms. Bartlett.  We’ll 
take good care of him.

Firestein walks down the hall.  Rachel finally turns to Bill.

RACHEL
What the hell is going on? 

EXT. FORT LAUDERDALE HOSPITAL - AMBULANCE BAY - DAY

An ambulance pulls up to the bay with Danny’s rental car 
right behind.  Danny steps out as the back of the ambulance 
opens.  Two beefy FEDERAL AGENTS meet them at the door. 

FEDERAL AGENT #1
We’re sorry, the hospital is closed to 
any new patients at this time. 

DANNY
The hospital is closed? 

FEDERAL AGENT #2
Yes, sir.  All incoming traffic has 
been rerouted to County General. 

Janice has already been wheeled out of the ambulance.  She’s 
conscious, but slightly disorientated and on oxygen.

DANNY
That’s fifteen minutes away.  My 
grandmother just lost consciousness, 
we’re standing here right now.  

Danny can see doctors and other staff through the bay doors. 

FEDERAL AGENT #1
Your grandmother looks stable, another 
fifteen minutes won’t hurt her.

DANNY
And where’d you go to med school, hot 
shot?  No, I’m sorry, we’re not going 
anywhere until we see a doctor.

INT. FORT LAUDERDALE HOSPITAL - HALLWAY - DAY

Bill pulls Rachel over into a quiet corner.   
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RACHEL
Listen, Bill, that boy is a witness 
and we had a connection.  I think he’s 
travelling from Australia or --

BILL WATTS
Rachel, you need to realize that boy 
might not be from The Crown Jewel.

RACHEL
He was in the middle of the Atlantic.  
Of course he’s from The Crown Jewel.  

Bill makes sure no one else is around.  He leans in. 

BILL WATTS
If you speak a word of this to anyone, 
we’re both done.  Do you hear me?  I 
was read in this morning.  The paper 
had the seal of the President on it.  
The Bermuda Triangle -- it’s a thing.  
It’s happening, and we need to stay 
the hell out of Firestein’s way. 

Rachel realizes Bill is serious.  Before she can respond 
she’s interrupted by Danny SHOUTING in the ambulance bay. 

EXT. FORT LAUDERDALE HOSPITAL - AMBULANCE BAY - DAY

The argument is quickly escalating. 

DANNY
I see ten different doctors in there!  
Just send one of ‘em out, we’ll wait 
here next to the dumpster.

FEDERAL AGENT #2
Sir, we asked you politely to leave.  
Don’t make us ask you impolitely.

Federal Agent #2 pushes Janice’s gurney back toward the 
ambulance.  This does not go over well with Danny.

DANNY
Don’t touch her!

Danny pushes the gurney back and now Danny and the agent are 
tussling.  Rachel and Bill step out just in time to see DANNY 
PUNCH THE AGENT SQUARE IN THE JAW.  The agent goes down, but 
then so does Danny.  FIVE MORE AGENTS are on top of him.     

RACHEL
Easy!  Watch the gurney!
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Rachel pushes Janice to the side.  Firestein finally arrives. 

FIRESTEIN
What the hell is this?! 

The agents back off but Danny is still held to the ground.

FEDERAL AGENT #1
This man struck a Federal officer.

(hands him Danny’s wallet)
He’s military.

DANNY
Look, I’m sorry, we just need to see a 
doctor.  Let my grandmother inside.  

RACHEL
Seems like an honest request. 

Firestein couldn’t like Rachel any less.  Finally -- 

FIRESTEIN
Bring her upstairs.  And put this 
asshole somewhere to wait for FLPD. 

(turns to Rachel)
You wanna run an investigation so bad?  
Be my guest.  Sure it’s not the first 
time he’s assaulted a Federal officer.    

Firestein flips Rachel Danny’s wallet.  He and the other 
agents enter the hospital.  Bill shoots Rachel a look. 

BILL WATTS
That’s exactly what I meant by stay 
out of the way.  

Bill follows Firestein.  Danny gives Rachel a look as he’s 
dragged inside -- thank you.  And then Rachel is left alone.  
She absentmindedly finds the boy’s stone in her pocket. 

And we can read the puzzlement on her face -- the Bermuda 
Triangle is a thing?  Rachel finally turns and heads inside. 

INT. FORT LAUDERDALE HOSPITAL - EXAM ROOM - DAY

A few minutes later.  Danny is handcuffed to the bed.  Rachel 
enters, still obviously distracted.  A long beat, and then --

DANNY
Hey.

RACHEL
How you doing?  
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DANNY
Arrested.  You?  

RACHEL
Perplexed.  Pissed off.  And something 
else that starts with “P”.  

DANNY
Polite.

RACHEL
Probably not.  How’s your hand?

DANNY
It feels like I hit somebody with it. 

Rachel comes over and examines it. 

RACHEL
I just saw your grandma.  She’s fine.  
Doctor’s changing her blood pressure 
meds, they want to keep her overnight.

(re: Danny’s hand)
I don’t think it’s broken. 

DANNY
Thank you again for what you did.

RACHEL
It was nothing.  Your grandmother also 
says you should have hit him harder 
and she doesn’t have bail money.

(gives Danny his wallet)
So you fly planes, huh?  Around here? 

DANNY
Not since I was a kid.  It’s where I 
grew up actually.  What about you?  

RACHEL
I find out the reason they crash.

(off Danny’s look)
NTSB.  I’m investigating the cruise 
ship, or at least, I was. 

DANNY
Hence the pissed off part.  Sounds 
like we’re both having a bit of a day. 

Danny smiles.  There’s a growing comfortability between them.

DANNY (CONT’D)
Look, I know I was out of line, but I 
can’t exactly afford bail either so --
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RACHEL
Why’d you hit him then?  I mean, I get 
it, he was an asshole.  But he was a 
Federal agent and he had friends.

Danny shrugs, then gives the most honest answer he can give --

DANNY
I always hit him.

If there’s one thing Rachel can relate to, it’s that.  A long 
beat, and then Rachel decides to go down the rabbit hole --

RACHEL
Listen -- can I ask you something?

DANNY
I’m pretty sure you can do whatever 
you want. 

RACHEL
It’s just -- you’re literally the only 
person I’m allowed to talk to right 
now and -- in all your time as a 
pilot, growing up here, what do you 
know about the Bermuda Triangle?  

DANNY
You’re serious?  My grandfather flew 
Flight 19. 

(Rachel shakes her head)
Five Navy bombers on a training 
mission, that was the name, Flight 19.  
Disappeared off the coast not far from 
here.  You can look it up.      

RACHEL
So you believe in it then.

DANNY
The triangle?  That it’s real?  No.  I 
mean, my grandma thinks it’s a curse 
on the family, but when you say it out 
loud.  Is this about the cruise or --

But Danny is interrupted by a SCREAM from down the hall -- 

INT. FORT LAUDERDALE HOSPITAL - PROCEDURE ROOM - DAY

Where the boy struggles against an ORDERLY as Firestein and 
Watts look on.  The boy slips from the orderly and grabs a 
nearby SCALPEL.  The boy slices the orderly and rushes into --
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INT. FORT LAUDERDALE HOSPITAL - HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

The boy breaks for the door.  He sees a bit of daylight, but 
is finally brought down by two more FEDERAL AGENTS.    

FIRESTEIN
Seems well enough to me.  Put him in 
the car.  We’re moving. 

INT. FORT LAUDERDALE HOSPITAL - EXAM ROOM - DAY

Rachel hears this through a window in the door.  The boy is 
pulled to the ambulance bay, then looks back and sees Rachel 
behind the glass. HE PLEADS TO HER WITH HIS EYES TO SAVE HIM.  
Rachel starts to move, but the boy is whisked out the door.

DANNY
Looks like somebody’s having a worse 
day than we are.  

RACHEL
(makes a decision)

Do you have a car?

DANNY
I followed the ambulance.  Why?

RACHEL
(turns to him; determined)

Because this is about the cruise ship.  
It’s about twenty-five hundred people 
who disappeared, it’s about my boss 
telling me the Bermuda Triangle is a 
thing, and it’s about that boy being 
my link to the truth.  If he walks out 
that door I’ll never see him again.  

DANNY
I’m sorry -- you said the Bermuda 
Triangle is a thing?  

RACHEL
Yes.  And I think it has been for a 
very long time.  You have no reason 
to, but will you help me?

DANNY
(no hesitation)

Yes.

RACHEL
Why would you say yes?  
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DANNY
I always say yes.  You helped my 
grandmother when no one else did.  And 
maybe I need to find the truth, too.  

RACHEL
(undoes his handcuff)

You’re not arrested anymore.  

EXT. RESEARCH FACILITY - DAY - ESTABLISHING 

Still raining.  Several BLACK SUVs are now parked outside.  

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BULLPEN - DAY

A lot more crowded now.  Bishop is on a teleconference call 
with PRESIDENT ARNOLD HOLLOWAY (54) from Washington and 
several other WORLD LEADERS.  Bishop is in his element.

DR. BISHOP
First indicators sounded at 10:29 
Eastern.  Notification procedures were 
enacted and the event occurred at 
10:43.37 and lasted seventeen seconds.    

PRESIDENT HOLLOWAY
Dr. Bishop, I know it’s not my first 
rodeo, but for my fellow leaders just 
hearing about this today --

DR. BISHOP
Of course, Mr. President.  Ladies and 
gentleman, since the time of Columbus 
there have been countless reports of 
disappearances in an area known as the 
Bermuda Triangle.  These reports were 
often inconclusive and contradictory, 
leaving us without explanation.  
Thankfully, that’s no longer the case. 

Ben Knox keys up a series of VISUALS to accompany Bishop.  

DR. BISHOP (CONT’D)
The triangle is a rift between the 
fabric of space-time.  How it was 
formed, we do not know.  But what it 
has made possible is the impossible.  
And not just for the disappeared.  
Take for example, October 19, 1849.  
Gold rushers trend south and stumble 
upon a strange discovery at the bottom 
of the Grand Canyon.  
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FLASH -- A group of SETTLERS arrives at the GRAND CANYON.  On 
the floor of the canyon is a seventeenth-century PIRATE SHIP.   

DR. BISHOP (V.O.) (CONT’D)
Or an event documented from May, 1781.  
A man is found disorientated and 
speaking German in Beijing, China, his 
only distinguishing characteristic the 
uniquely sewn patch on his uniform.

FLASH -- A MAN lies on the road in a SUBMARINER’S UNIFORM.  A 
WOMAN rolls him over and sees a SWASTIKA PATCH on his arm.  

DR. BISHOP (V.O.) (CONT’D)
Or finally, eight years ago March.  I 
was summoned to the mountains of 
Slovakia, where a piece of our history 
had arrived sixty years in the future. 

FLASH -- A mountain village.  Bishop arrives in a government 
SUV to find ONE OF THE FLIGHT 19 AVENGER BOMBERS buried in 
the fresh snow.  The plane looks like it hasn’t aged a day.

FRENCH PRESIDENT
I’m sorry, this makes no sense.  You 
mean to tell us the Bermuda Triangle 
is some sort of time travel device?

Ben Knox turns to Melissa Mendez --

BEN KNOX
I didn’t believe him either.

MELISSA MENDEZ
Shh.

DR. BISHOP
A device implies rules or control.  
What this is, is a natural phenomenon.

Melissa tosses Bishop, oddly enough, an OREO COOKIE.  

DR. BISHOP  (CONT’D)
Imagine each moment in space-time 
exists on a separate plane.  These 
planes are stacked together like the 
sides of an Oreo cookie.  The filling 
keeps the planes from intersecting.

(twists the cookie)
The rift is a tear in that filling.  
Pressure builds inside the triangle, 
eventually causing it to open and pull 
any mass it can find to fill the hole.
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GERMAN CHANCELLOR
Displacing the mass through space and 
time during the process.

DR. BISHOP
Yes.  Not only that, many of the tall 
tales you’ve heard are in fact true -- 
electronic malfunction, extreme 
weather -- these are all by products 
of immediate rift activity.  

The room takes a moment to digest the information.  Finally --

BRITISH PRIME MINISTER
Mr. President, I can only assume from 
Dr. Bishop’s obvious knowledge this is 
not a new discovery.  So I believe the 
question is -- why tell us now?  

The President nods to Bishop.  Bishop calls up a weather 
radar.  A massive HURRICANE quickly builds in the Caribbean. 

DR. BISHOP
The release of energy each time the 
rift opens is like a volcano and it 
manifests itself in ways that range 
from the manageable to the not-so.

CHINESE PRESIDENT
Tropical storms.  Hurricanes. 

DR. BISHOP
Unfortunately, we fear the rift 
opening last night was unlike any 
other we’ve ever experienced. 

PRESIDENT HOLLOWAY
The storm may grow to a size 
unmeasurable by our current systems.  
It could affect weather patterns 
across Europe, South America, even 
parts of the Pacific and Asia.  But 
that’s not the most unsettling part.

FRENCH PRESIDENT
What is, Mr. President? 

The President lets Bishop answer for him --

DR. BISHOP
For some reason, the pressure inside 
the triangle is continuing to build.  
Instead of months or even years before 
it opens again, it may be only hours.  
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And when it does, it’ll be big.  We 
have no idea why, but the rift that 
has remained largely unchanged for 
hundreds of years is growing.

And as that lands, the sound of the RISING SURF takes us to -- 

EXT.  MIAMI BEACH - DAY - ESTABLISHING 

Unlike we’ve ever seen it.  The ocean has crept up over the 
beaches and forced an evacuation of the neighboring five-star 
hotels.  THE TOPS OF THE HOTELS NOW LEAN TOWARD THE TRIANGLE.   

Of course, a line of SURFERS hangs out just off-shore and 
rides a set of twenty five-foot waves.  Cowabunga.  

EXT. THE W HOTEL - MAIN ENTRANCE - DAY

A CROWD of the rich and entitled are beating a quick retreat.  
A VALET pulls up an SUV for a high-maintenance ROCK STAR.

ROCK STAR
Man, this scratch was not here before.  

The valet doesn’t know what to say.  He then sees something 
over the star’s shoulder.  The valet yells to his PARTNER.

VALET
Darryl!!

The valets quickly jump in the SUV and drive away.  The rock 
star turns and sees a set of SIXTY FOOT WAVES APPROACHING. 

ROCK STAR
That guy just stole my car.

EXT. MIAMI BEACH - DAY

The waves have pushed completely up into the hotels.  One of 
the SURFERS rides the barrel of a wave but crashes into a row 
of PALM TREES.  Another weaves through the hotels but is 
PANCAKED BY A SEMI-TRUCK AS IT’S PULLED OUT TO SEA. 

A THIRTY FOOT YACHT IS SUDDENLY THROWN THROUGH THE LOBBY OF 
THE W.  Another wave hits the hotel flush.  The hotel 
collapses.  And as it does, something unbelievable happens -- 

THE DEBRIS FROM THE COLLAPSE, INSTEAD OF FALLING DOWN TO THE 
GROUND, IS SUCKED OUT IN A CLOUD TOWARD THE BERMUDA TRIANGLE.
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INT. DANNY’S RENTAL CAR - MOVING - EVENING

Danny driving, Rachel shotgun.  Danny changes lanes as he 
follows three BLACK SUVs speeding into the Everglades.  

RACHEL
What are you doing? 

DANNY
I’m a pilot.  You know how you keep an 
eye on someone in a twenty-five ton 
noise machine?  Blind spots. 

Rachel wouldn’t show it, but she’s impressed.  And then -- 

DANNY (CONT’D)
So I’m all for the adventure, but most 
girls don’t hitch rides with a total 
stranger.  I could be a serial killer. 

RACHEL
That’s okay.  You’re the one who said 
yes.  I could be a serial killer, too. 

DANNY
Are you a serial killer? 

Rachel shrugs -- you’ll just have to wait and see.  And Danny 
wouldn’t show it, but now he’s impressed, too.  They turn.      

DANNY (CONT’D)
You said this guy’s a Fed -- I don’t 
know any government offices out here.

RACHEL
Wildlife Preserves, that’s about it.

DANNY
Yeah.  Something tells me this isn’t 
gonna be about plants. 

(dials his cell phone)
It’s Danny.  I’m just checking in.   

ROSALYN (V.O.)
She’s a little better than expected. 

DANNY
Why don’t I like the sound of that? 

INT. ROSALYN’S CAR - MOVING - EVENING

Rosalyn drives Janice back to the retirement home.  They’ve 
been detoured because of some flooding.  Janice has a map. 
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ROSALYN
Oh, maybe because someone wouldn’t 
listen to reason and checked herself 
out of the hospital against doctor’s 
orders.  Here, I’ll let her explain. 

(passes the phone)
It’s your grandson.

JANICE
(deadpan)

And after all those nice things I said 
about you, you abandon me.  

DANNY (V.O.)
Grandma, what are you doing?  You’re 
supposed to be staying overnight --

JANICE
Daniel, please.  I’m fine.  Those 
doctors just want to run up our bill.  
Rosalyn here knows how to take care of 
me, although I’m not entirely sure she 
knows where she’s going.  This rain 
has her driving around in circles.

INT. DANNY’S RENTAL CAR - MOVING - EVENING

Danny shakes his head.  He doesn’t need this right now. 

RACHEL
(points to the SUVs ahead)

They’re turning on the frontage road.

JANICE (V.O.)
Is that a girl I hear?  You know, 
Daniel, great-grandchildren might just 
be enough to keep this ticker ticking. 

DANNY
All right, Gram, just get some rest.  
I’ll stop by later.  I gotta go.   

JANICE (V.O.)
Be nice and take her to dinner or --

Danny hangs up.  He turns after the SUVs, but then --

DANNY
Ah, shit.

Danny pulls to the side of the road.  The SUVs have passed a 
GATED CHECKPOINT guarded by ARMED GUARDS.  No way to follow. 
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DANNY (CONT’D)
Wildlife Preserves, huh?  You know, 
NTSB -- I’m starting to think you 
don’t have much of a plan. 

Rachel checks the area using GOOGLE MAPS on her phone. 

RACHEL
This road is the only one into the 
compound.  There’s a building about 
three miles down, that must be where 
they’re taking the boy. 

DANNY
All right, well, this just got 
interesting -- we can either make out 
in the car or find another way in.  

(off Rachel’s look)
Find another way it is. 

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BULLPEN - NIGHT

Bishop and his team are working as Firestein enters.  The boy 
is moved to an INTERROGATION ROOM.  Firestein approaches. 

FIRESTEIN
You briefed the President without me.

DR. BISHOP
You weren’t here when he called.  I 
figured asking him to wait would have 
been a little uncouth. 

Right away we can tell these two aren’t the best of friends.  
Firestein sees shaky cell phone footage of the HOTEL COLLAPSE 
and subsequent DEBRIS CLOUD on one of the monitors.  

FIRESTEIN
What the hell is this?   

DR. BISHOP
We don’t know.  The rift is closed, 
but we’re still seeing sporadic black 
hole behavior.  The pressure inside 
the triangle is building and fast.     

MELISSA MENDEZ
Not only that, but for the first time, 
the energy released by the rift 
disrupted the North Atlantic current.  
It pushed cold air down from the 
Arctic into the Pacific.  We have 
storm formations here, here and here. 
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Melissa monitors parts of Europe, Africa and the Arctic 
Circle.  The Thames has risen above the TOWER BRIDGE in 
London.  It’s pouring rain in the SAHARA and NORTHERN AFRICA.     

FIRESTEIN
And lemme guess, you still haven’t 
figured out a way to close the rift. 

DR. BISHOP
You say it like we’re not trying.

FIRESTEIN
It’s been six years, Will.  You don’t 
even know where it lives. 

DR. BISHOP
(Firestein knows this)

The rift isn’t stationary.  It moves 
within the atmosphere of the triangle.  
We documented three specific events in 
those six years, which yes, would 
normally build us a forecast model, 
but the animal we’ve been hunting 
isn’t the same animal anymore.  He’s 
bigger and faster and until we 
properly process the new information 
any action we take will most likely 
only make things worse.          

FIRESTEIN
(to one of his agents)

Get me the President’s Chief of Staff.

DR. BISHOP
They’ve been briefed, Michael. 

FIRESTEIN
And they all agreed to just wait for 
this to happen again?!  Why am I the 
only one trying to prevent doomsday?!    

DR. BISHOP
(knows what this means)

You want to call in the military.     

FIRESTEIN
It’s a matter of national and global 
security now.  I need to make sure the 
President has heard all our options.  

Firestein walks away.  Bishop slams a binder on the desk.  
Ben Knox approaches.  He knows it’s a bad time, but --

39.



BEN KNOX
Dr. Bishop, you need to see this.

(hands Bishop an iPad)
I know we’re not supposed to listen in 
on your personal calls, but -- 

DR. BISHOP
This is a passenger list from The 
Crown Jewel. 

BEN KNOX
Is Jeremy Evans your son? 

Bishop is stunned.  Firestein and others have heard the news.  
Bishop opens his drawer and takes out his cell phone.  He 
sees the ONE MISSED CALL from Jeremy, the one he ignored. 

DR. BISHOP
We need to bring them home.  

BEN KNOX
We don’t know where they are.

DR. BISHOP
Not where.  When.    

EXT. OCEAN - DAY - ESTABLISHING 

Bright and sunny.  THE CROWN JEWEL slowly floats into frame. 

EXT. THE CROWN JEWEL - MAIN DECK - DAY

Debris everywhere.  Jeremy and his crew are scattered on deck 
waking up from what feels like a bad hangover.  Jeremy and 
Claire are next to each other.  They share a look -- did last 
night actually happen?  To their dismay, it did.   

ANTHONY
My head hurts.  Does anyone else’s 
head hurt?  Like that time we shot 
gunned whiskey and tequila.  

Jeremy winces as he gets to his feet.  He glances down and 
sees a nasty SIX-INCH GASH on his forearm.  

CLAIRE
Jeremy, oh my God -- what happened?   

JEREMY
It must have been when we were sliding 
across the deck.
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CLAIRE
Let me take a look.

Claire moves over to play nursemaid.  Curtis sees this and is 
none to happy.  He and Jeremy share a look -- the rivalry has 
only been made worse overnight.  Anthony peeks over the rail. 

ANTHONY
Uh, guys -- where’d everybody go? 

CURTIS
What do you mean? 

ANTHONY
I mean look around -- there were two 
thousand people on this boat.  

There are a few STRAGGLERS but the ship feels oddly empty. 

ANTHONY (CONT’D)
There’s nobody in the water.  There 
are no lifeboats.  In fact, we were 
just in a monsoon and the water and 
weather couldn’t be calmer.  

Definitely strange.  Curtis picks up a nearby deck chair and 
breaks off a piece of the wooden leg.  It’s a makeshift SHIV.  

CLAIRE
Curtis, stop.  What are you doing?

CURTIS
I read Lord of the Flies.  I’m not 
gonna be like Donkey.   

ANTHONY
It’s Piggy, numbnuts.

JEREMY
And it’s not Lord of the Flies.  I’m 
sure the captain or whoever’s in 
charge knows exactly what’s going on.  

INT. THE CROWN JEWEL - HOLDING CELL - DAY

Or do they?  Huxley and Briggs and a few others bring Dumas 
down to a small holding cell.  Huxley has Dumas’ pistol.    

CAPTAIN DUMAS
This is a mutiny, gentlemen.
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STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
It’s nothing of the sort.  Or don’t 
you remember you retired at midnight. 

Huxley slams the door.  Briggs locks the cell. 

CAPTAIN DUMAS
You might not believe me now, but what 
I did during that storm saved lives.   

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
You’re an old fool, Harold.  We lost 
numerous passengers at sea.  You left 
us without radar, radio or electrical 
power.  We have grade three damages to 
our hull and if not for the reserve 
gas engines, we’d simply be adrift.      

CAPTAIN DUMAS
You think we’re not adrift?  What 
happened last night was an act of God.

(beat)
For years I’ve waited to find it, or 
it to find me.  Have you not heard 
stories of the swirling clouds and 
shining bright light?  The triangle 
brought us to this place, Nathan.  
Why?  I do not know.  But there is a 
reason.  Of that, I am certain.  

Dumas is unnerving in his conviction.  And then, with pity --

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
The triangle?  No, Harold, the ten day 
Tour Package of the Caribbean brought 
us here, and now I will bring us home. 

A WATCHMAN enters.  He’s out of breath.

WATCHMAN
Land.

EXT. THE CROWN JEWEL - UPPER DECK - DAY

A large FLOCK OF BIRDS flies toward the DISTANT SHORE.  The 
remaining HUNDRED OR SO PASSENGERS have gathered.  Curtis and 
Anthony are out of earshot as Claire turns to Jeremy.       

CLAIRE
I haven’t had a chance to thank you.  
You saved my life.  

Jeremy’s bashful, almost embarrassed, but then --
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JEREMY
Yeah.  I kinda did, didn’t I?

Claire smiles.  A sweet moment between them, and then -- 

CLAIRE *
Jeremy -- *

JEREMY *
Listen, Claire -- *

JEREMY (CONT’D)
Sorry.  Ladies first. 

CLAIRE
There’s something I’ve been meaning to 
ask you.  And I know it’s not the best 
time, but after last night, I just --

Claire’s suddenly nervous.  Jeremy misreads this a little. 

JEREMY
Come on, what is it?  You can tell me, 
I’m your knight in shining armor.    

CLAIRE
I just -- I need to know.  Why’d you 
come to school with me, Jer?  I mean -- 
I know BU wasn’t your first choice --

JEREMY
It wasn’t not my first choice. 

CLAIRE
Yeah, but I didn’t even know you 
applied.  And then suddenly...

(beat)
Listen, we’ve been friends since 
kindergarten.  And I love having you 
there, it’s been a great first year.  
But with all that’s happened, 
especially after this, I just need to 
make sure now that I’m with Curtis --

JEREMY
Claire, seriously -- it’s fine.  They 
have a great engineering program.  
That’s it.  To be honest, it was just 
the farthest school away from my dad.   

Jeremy hides it well, but we know -- this is crushing him.

CLAIRE
Okay.  Okay, good.  Then I just -- I 
want you and Curtis to try and be 
civil.  You’re both too important to 
me to keep fighting like this.      

43.



Jeremy gives a resigned nod.  Huxley and Briggs come out onto 
deck.  Huxley surveys the horizon with a pair of binoculars. 

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
Set course for the northerly beaches.   

(to the passengers)
Ladies and gentleman, I am your acting 
captain, Nathan Huxley.  The storm 
last night was a tragedy.  Lives were 
lost and our ship sustained serious 
damage.  Fortunately, the sea has 
brought us back to the mainland.  We 
will head to the shore and await our 
rescue.  This will all be over soon.  

His words are little comfort to the survivors.  Curtis and 
Anthony join Jeremy and Claire.  Anthony shakes his head.   

ANTHONY
How long since the storm you think?

CLAIRE
Seven or eight hours.  Why?  

JEREMY
If they were going to rescue us, they 
would have been here already. 

That hangs there a moment.  And then --

ANTHONY
What’s your father do again, Jer?

That’s a rhetorical question.  They all know the answer.  
Curtis takes Claire’s hand.  And as Jeremy looks to shore --

EXT. FOREST - DAY

A MYSTERIOUS WARRIOR WATCHES THE CROWN JEWEL FROM THE TREES.  
We see only glimpses, but they’re terrifying -- a BATTLE AX, 
a TRIBAL HEADDRESS.  And finally his eyes, blue and piercing.  

EXT. SECURITY FENCE - NIGHT

Danny arrives at a TEN-FOOT HIGH BARBED WIRE SECURITY FENCE 
surrounding the area.  Danny searches along the fence with a 
flashlight when he sees something just on the other side.  It 
looks like a CAMOUFLAGED AIRPLANE HANGAR.  Danny’s intrigued.  

Danny knows he can’t climb over the top, but then SOMETHING 
MOVES IN THE NEARBY BRUSH.  It’s a coyote scurrying under a 
section of fence that’s torn away.  Yahtzee. 
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INT. AIRPLANE HANGAR - NIGHT

Dark and empty.  We hear someone banging on a padlock until 
the back door opens.  Danny enters.  He moves tensely through 
the hangar, unsure of what he’s going to find. 

And then he sees it.  THE FLIGHT 19 BOMBER BISHOP FOUND IN 
THE SNOW SITS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ROOM.  Danny is stunned.  
He rubs his hand along the side of the call number -- FT-81. 

Suddenly he hears someone outside.  Danny heads out the door.

EXT. AIRPLANE HANGAR - BRUSH - NIGHT

Danny takes cover.  Three MILITARY HUMVEES arrive outside the 
hangar.  One of the humvees is hauling a large MULTI-PRONGED 
ANTENNA attached to a GENERATOR.  Danny moves away. 

INT. DANNY’S RENTAL CAR - NIGHT

Rachel’s reading about FLIGHT 19 on her phone.  Danny enters.  

RACHEL
You look like you’ve seen a ghost.  

DANNY
There was a storage hangar on the 
other side of the fence.  Inside was 
one of the Flight 19 Avenger bombers 
that flew alongside my grandfather.  
FT-81.  It was there.  I touched it. 

RACHEL
You mean like it was recovered from 
the bottom of the ocean or --

DANNY
It was sitting there like it hadn’t 
aged a day in sixty years.  And if 
that plane somehow survived...

Rachel fills in the rest -- what happened to his grandfather?

DANNY
The military showed up before I could 
find anything else.  They were 
bringing in a self-encrypting Genesis 
Transmission Antenna.  It’s only used 
for one reason -- to connect to the 
global missile defense network.  

(off Rachel’s look)
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Yeah.  Whatever you thought this was, 
Rachel, it’s bigger. 

Danny’s cell phone rings.  He’s surprised by who’s calling.

DANNY
Brew.  What’s going on?   

INT. NAVAL AIR STATION FALLON - BARRACKS - NIGHT

Danny’s friend Brewster is quickly packing a bag. 

BREWSTER
You all right, man?  It looks like 
it’s getting crazy there.     

DANNY (V.O.)
What are you talking about?

BREWSTER
The news.  They think there’s some 
sort of tsunami now?  I don’t know, 
but they’re calling in air support.       

Brewster sees a TSUNAMI WARNING MAP on the news on TV.

BREWSTER (CONT’D)
Dude, no joke.  Lauderdale is right in 
the cross hairs, man.  You guys should 
head to some higher ground.

INT. DANNY’S RENTAL CAR - NIGHT

Danny hangs up and starts the car --

DANNY
Shit.  I’m sorry, we gotta go back.  
Something’s happening.  

RACHEL
But you just said Flight 19 survived --

But Rachel stops cause suddenly two SECURITY GUARDS are at 
the windows with guns drawn.  They shine a light inside. 

SECURITY GUARD #1
Please get out of the car, sir.

DANNY
We were just leaving.
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SECURITY GUARD #2
You too, ma’am.  Now.  

The guards aren’t messing around.  And as Danny steps out --

EXT. LIBERTY ISLAND - NIGHT

We find ourselves following another SECURITY GUARD, this one 
making his nightly rounds on LIBERTY ISLAND in New York City.  
The guard shines his flashlight up at the STATUE OF LIBERTY -- 

BUT HE’S DISTRACTED BY A SOUND IN THE NIGHT.  The guard whips 
around and looks over the rail.  He’s amazed to see ALL THE 
WATER OF UPPER NEW YORK BAY RECEDING FROM THE SHORE LINE.  

SECURITY GUARD
Sweet Mary and Joseph. 

The guard could walk back to Manhattan Island if he wanted.  
And as the water recedes from the shores of New York City --

EXT. NAVAL AIR STATION FORT LAUDERDALE  - NIGHT

IT’S ON THE RISE ON THE SHORES OF FLORIDA.  The naval air 
base has since been turned into a commercial airport.  An 
AIRPLANE takes off just as the water overtakes the runway and 
engulfs the terminal.  THE OCEAN MOVES INTO THE CITY.  

EXT. PEACEFUL LIVING RETIREMENT VILLAGE - NIGHT

Several buses are being loaded with RESIDENTS.  A few POLICE 
and FIREFIGHTERS are assisting.  Rosalyn and Janice arrive to 
see all the commotion.  An ADMINISTRATOR turns to Rosalyn.  

ADMINISTRATOR
We’re being evacuated.

Janice heads toward the main entrance of the building.

FIREFIGHTER
I’m sorry, ma’am.  Building is clear.

JANICE
I’ll just be a minute. 

ROSALYN
There’s nothing we can do, Janice.  
Let’s get on the bus.  

Rosalyn and Janice walk back to the line waiting to board.  
As they do, Rosalyn sees a patient in trouble across the way.    
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ROSALYN (CONT’D)
Stay here.  I’ll be right back.

Rosalyn leaves.  Janice slips in a side door unnoticed. 

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BULLPEN - NIGHT

A flat screen monitors OCEAN WATER LEVELS as they lower along 
the upper east coast and water is somehow pulled into the 
triangle.  A TECHNICIAN slurps his straw as he watches. 

BEN KNOX (O.S.)
What if we chart the displacements as 
a function of time?

Bishop and his team are across the way brainstorming.  They 
are all on edge now that they know Jeremy is on the ship.  

MELISSA MENDEZ
Not specific enough examples.  We know 
when Flight 19 disappeared and when 
one of the bombers showed up, but we 
don’t have exact minutes and seconds.  

BEN KNOX
We’re just narrowing the haystack.  
Dr. Bishop, what do you think? 

But Bishop is distracted -- he’s working out a few EQUATIONS 
longhand.  It’s not going well.  Melissa covers for him.

MELISSA MENDEZ
This is a two-step problem.  We need 
to find The Crown Jewel and we need to 
bring it back.  Talk about the latter.

BEN KNOX
The only way back is through the rift.  
Which means we have to learn how to 
control it somehow, which means they 
have to survive the transfer --

DR. BISHOP
If they survived it the first time.

(Bishop stops working)
It’s displacement via a bolt of 
electricity.  Not everything makes it 
through the rift, we know this.  Even 
then, one of the bombers from Flight 
19 arrives sixty years in the future, 
the other four are nowhere to be 
found.  My son could be separated from 
the ship by hundreds of years.    
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But these aren’t outcomes anyone is willing to concede.

BEN KNOX
What about the boy?  

MELISSA MENDEZ
He won’t say a word.  We ran his 
fingerprints, facial recognition --   

BEN KNOX
Yes, but the rift that swallowed the 
ship brought him with it.  That’s also 
new behavior.  If the rift is now 
acting as a two-way street -- 

MELISSA MENDEZ
There would be an energy balance in 
the transfer.  If we figure out where 
the boy came from, we might be able to 
extrapolate where the ship went.   

BEN KNOX
And if we know where the ship went 
maybe we can map the entire rift and --

MELISSA MENDEZ
Figure out a way to close it.

BEN KNOX
(beat)

Okay, to be fair, that was my idea. 

Looks around the room -- not a bad idea.  But everyone is 
waiting for Bishop.  Bishop takes a moment, and then --

DR. BISHOP
I’ll brief Firestein.   

FIRESTEIN (O.S.)
That won’t be necessary.

Firestein enters with the newly-arrived MILITARY OFFICIALS 
and someone else we’ve met before -- DR. HILARY STAVIC exudes 
as much authority here as she did on that deep-sea platform.

FIRESTEIN (CONT’D)
Dr. Bishop, this is Dr. Hilary Stavic 
of NOAA.  She will oversee your effort 
in closing the rift.  Any decision 
your team makes now goes through her.  

DR. BISHOP
Oversee?  On who’s authority? 
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FIRESTEIN
The President of the United States.  I 
know he’s your son, Will, this was our 
compromise.  You still have a chance 
to save him.  

Firestein couldn’t be more condescending.  Finally --

DR. BISHOP
You wouldn’t even know the rift 
existed if it wasn’t for me.  And you 
don’t know anything about my son. 

FIRESTEIN
That makes two of us, doesn’t it?  

Bishop wants to hit him here, but instead turns to Stavic --

DR. BISHOP
You wrote the paper on harnessing 
magnetic energy fields last year. 

HILARY STAVIC
I just want to help you complete your 
work, Dr. Bishop.  We all do.  

DR. BISHOP
(a long beat)

Melissa, brief Dr. Stavic.  I’m going 
to see the boy.  If I’m allowed.  

Bishop exits past the guards ushering in Danny and Rachel.  
They notice all the displayed information about the triangle. 

FIRESTEIN
You’ve got to be kidding me.

DANNY
We were leaving, I swear to God.  I 
need to get back to my grandmother.    

FIRESTEIN
You’re like the boy who cried wolf. 

(to Rachel)
And you, you should’ve learned when to 
follow an order.  It would have served 
you well in your career.  

(to the guards)
They stay here until this is over.  

Danny and Rachel protest, but are escorted out.  And then --

FIRESTEIN
Get back to work. 
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EXT. PEACEFUL LIVING RETIREMENT VILLAGE - NIGHT

The emergency personnel are gone.  The ocean moves toward the 
buildings.  A line of PALM TREES topples.  A FLOCK OF BIRDS 
tries to fly inland, but they are pulled out to the triangle.

INT. PEACEFUL LIVING RETIREMENT VILLAGE - ROOM 114 - NIGHT

Janice sneaks in.  She starts searching through her drawers 
as the WATER RISES OUTSIDE HER WINDOW.  Janice finally finds 
a PHOTO of her and Charles not long before he disappeared.  

Janice kisses the photo.  She turns back to the door but then 
her WINDOWS SUDDENLY EXPLODE INWARD.  Water fills the room.  
Janice gets to the door, but finds THE LOCK IS STUCK.   

JANICE
Help!  Somebody help me!

Janice starts to panic.  Her dresser is dislodged and slams 
into the wall next to her.  Janice finally pushes out into --         

INT. PEACEFUL LIVING RETIREMENT VILLAGE - HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

Where she gets a small reprieve, but then OTHER DOORS START 
TO BLOW OPEN FROM THE WATER PRESSURE.  The entire building is 
undercut and STARTS TO LEAN SIDEWAYS FROM THE PRESSURE OF THE 
TRIANGLE.  Janice runs for the stairs, but is pulled under.

It’s truly frightening.  Janice gasps for breath.  SHE CAN’T 
GET HER BALANCE AS THE BUILDING SHIFTS.  The current smashes 
her into the steps.  She has no idea which way is up...

AND SO JANICE STOPS FIGHTING.  She looks at her photo, but IT 
SLIPS OUT OF HER HANDS.  Janice desperately reaches up -- 

AND IS PULLED TO THE SURFACE BY A GRASPING HAND.  Two POLICE 
OFFICERS are at the top of the stairwell.  They rush out --  

EXT. PEACEFUL LIVING RETIREMENT VILLAGE - CONTINUOUS

And carry Janice to a waiting POLICE BOAT.  Rosalyn is there.  
The boat races away just as the RIFT PULLS THE ROOFTOPS OFF 
THE SURROUNDING BUILDINGS AND THE BUILDINGS COLLAPSE.  An EMT 
performs CPR.  Finally, Janice coughs.  She’s alive.

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - OFFICE - NIGHT

And now it’s Danny banging on the door, but for a different 
reason.  Danny and Rachel are in a makeshift HOLDING ROOM. 
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DANNY
Son of a bitch!  You can’t do this!        

Danny finally gives up out of frustration.  He paces.

RACHEL
I’m sorry, Danny.  This is my fault.  

DANNY
He can’t keep us here.  We’re not 
under arrest.  

RACHEL
It’s a matter of national security.  
He can do what he wants. 

That may be the case, but Danny is still pissed.  Finally --

DANNY
You saw what they were doing.  The 
maps, the tsunami.  You were right.  
The triangle is happening.     

Rachel shrugs -- I think so.  Danny can’t believe it. 

DANNY (CONT’D)
(echoing Janice)

Like a bad penny, following us around.     
(beat; growing resolve)

I can’t let it happen to her again.  I 
need to get out of here.  I need to 
make sure she’s all right.   

RACHEL
Danny --

DANNY
I should have never left. 

Danny pounds on the door even harder, but again no answer. 

RACHEL
Danny, please.  Stop!  If you break 
down the door they’re just gonna shoot 
you and then you can’t help anyone!   

Danny finally stops.  He’s out of breath.  A beat, and then --

DANNY
My grandfather married my grandmother 
two days before he was deployed to 
Europe in World War II.  They had 
known each other six weeks, but my 
grandmother, she can be a bit feisty.  
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She told him if he so much as looked 
at another girl, she would kill him 
even if the Nazis didn’t.  

Rachel smiles despite the situation.  Danny loves this story.

DANNY (CONT’D)
He flew hundreds of missions leading 
up to D-Day.  Took out bridges, 
airfields, then was stationed in 
France for the rest of the war.  And 
he would write my grandmother every 
day saying how much he loved her, how 
she was his little mon petite chou.  
And for two years, she would ask him 
what it meant, but he said he would 
only tell her when he saw her again.  
And that’s exactly what he did. 

RACHEL
So... what does it mean? 

DANNY
My little cabbage.  Seriously.  It’s a 
term of endearment apparently, but my 
grandmother slapped him right there on 
the runway -- she thought it was 
something romantic.  Instead, it was a 
vegetable.  She’s my responsibility, 
Rachel.  Even if I found out the 
truth, what good is it if she’s gone?   

Rachel doesn’t have an answer for that. 

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - INTERROGATION ROOM - NIGHT

The boy from the triangle sits in the corner.  There’s a 
plate of food on the table.  Bishop enters.  The boy cowers.

DR. BISHOP
Don’t worry.  I’m not gonna hurt you.  
Here, you want something to eat?  My 
name’s Will.  What’s yours?  

No response.  Bishop sits.  And then, to fill the silence --  

DR. BISHOP (CONT’D)
Look at you.  You gotta be what --
eight or nine?  Yeah, my son was your 
age, he actually thought it was cool I 
was a scientist.  Or, at least that’s 
what his mother told him to think.  
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His dad was out “saving the world” 
instead of helping with his homework.  
Goddamn it, she was the glue.  And 
then she was gone.  

(surprisingly emotional)
Ah, who am I kidding?  It broke before 
she was gone.  It’s just -- this is 
important.  There’s someone out there, 
right now, looking for you.  How do I 
know?  Cause we’re always looking for 
you!  I mean -- just yesterday...  

(beat)
You have no idea what I’m saying, do 
you?  Yeah, probably better that way.  
I just -- I need you to tell me where 
you came from.  Then Jeremy would see.  
Then maybe I could get you home.  

It’s no use.  Bishop finally heads for the door, but then --

THE BOY
Rachel. 

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - HALLWAY - NIGHT

Bishop walks down the hallway followed closely by Firestein 
and Stavic.  Bishop is determined, Firestein skeptical.  

DR. BISHOP
She pulled the boy outta the water and 
you didn’t tell me?  He trusts her!    

FIRESTEIN
She doesn’t have the proper clearance. 

DR. BISHOP
He said her name.  You know what else 
he said?  Nothing.  Get her clearance. 

They arrive at a door guarded by two FEDERAL AGENTS.  Bishop 
looks to Firestein -- I’m waiting.  Bishop turns to Stavic -- 

DR. BISHOP (CONT’D)
You’re not stupid.  Tell him.  If we 
map an entire transfer we have an 
increased chance of closing the rift.

(Stavic nods)
It’s okay to be wrong once in awhile, 
Michael.  They’re not gonna take away 
your asshole card because of it.

FIRESTEIN
Open the door. 
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INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - OFFICE - CONTINUOUS

Danny and Rachel are surprised to see the cavalry.  

FIRESTEIN
You think you had a connection.  It 
better be a good one.   

The agents grab Rachel and escort her to the door.    

DANNY
Wait.  Please.  My grandmother was on 
her way to Fort Lauderdale.  At least 
let me call her.  

Everyone stops.  Bishop looks incredulously at Firestein. 

DANNY (CONT’D)
What?  What happened?

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BULLPEN - NIGHT

We see the TOTAL DEVASTATION the tsunami caused to South 
Florida.  News reports show entire cities underwater.  NAVY 
SHIPS TRAVERSE THE ROOFTOPS.  Danny finally has to turn away.

FIRESTEIN
There was nothing you could have done.  
Even if we let you go.  I’m sorry.  

Firestein actually sounds sincere.  Danny is too numb to 
respond.  Rachel puts a hand on Danny’s shoulder.  And then -- 

DR. BISHOP
We need you to find out where that boy 
came from.  

Bishop hands Rachel an iPAD loaded with DOSSIERS on every 
known incident in the BERMUDA TRIANGLE.  Rachel is amazed.  

And as she reads the initial report on The Crown Jewel --

EXT. LIFEBOAT - MOVING - DAY

Jeremy’s friends and about a hundred other SURVIVORS are 
huddled on one of six lifeboats being rowed toward the wooded 
shore.  Jeremy and Anthony sit near the front of the boat.  

ANTHONY
So you think they’re gonna make us 
finish that Econ paper now or what? 
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But Jeremy’s clearly not in a joking mood. 

ANTHONY (CONT’D)
Hey, man, it’s not that bad.  We’re 
still alive right?  It’ll be fine. 

JEREMY
It’s not that.

ANTHONY
Then what? 

Jeremy doesn’t want to talk about it.  Finally -- 

JEREMY
I was sending him a picture.  

(Anthony shakes his head)
On the ship, when I saw what was 
happening, I tried calling him, but...  
He didn’t even know I was on Spring 
Break.  Claire wanted to go to Texas, 
but I was like “we should try this 
cruise instead” and I wrote a check.  
Sure, laugh in the face of everything 
your father’s ever worked for. 

ANTHONY
Come on, man.  You didn’t know.

JEREMY
Of course I knew.  Please.  We don’t 
talk for two months and this happens?  
I just hope he got the picture.  Hell, 
it’d probably make his day.     

Jeremy’s throwing a pity party for himself.  But then --  

ANTHONY
You know, everyone hates their dad 
once in awhile.  Shit, my dad writes 
comic books and I can’t stand him.

JEREMY
He missed graduation.  I was the only 
kid on move-in day moving by himself.  

ANTHONY
I know.  And it sucks.  But I also 
know he tried to call you at least 
twice during the last three months and 
you didn’t pick up the phone.   

Jeremy doesn’t want to talk about this anymore.  He sees 
Curtis with his arm around Claire at the back of the boat. 
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JEREMY
Claire give you the talk?

ANTHONY
Before we left.  Curtis isn’t that bad 
of a guy, he’s just...

JEREMY
An asshole.

ANTHONY
I was kinda surprised you didn’t 
remember that kiss.  We teased you 
about it for about six months.

JEREMY
(looks at the beach)

I remember it everyday. 

EXT. BEACH - DAY

The lifeboats are pulled ashore.  Huxley and Briggs huddle 
with a few SHIP OFFICERS.  The officers are well-armed.   

BRIGGS
The storm must have moved us north.  
These trees are deciduous sycamores, 
it’s New England not Miami Beach.     

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
It’s why we haven’t seen any of the 
search planes.  We’ll wait for them 
here and if necessary camp the night.

BRIGGS
(re: Dumas on the ship)

And you’re fine leaving him there?

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
The ship won’t sink that fast. 

Suddenly there’s a terrified SCREAM from the trees.  Jeremy 
and his friends give pause.  Everyone runs into the forest --

INT. FOREST - CLEARING - CONTINUOUS

Where they find a GIRL from the cruise ship and her MOTHER  
standing in front of STRUNG UP BLOODY ANIMAL CARCASS.  

CLAIRE
Oh my God. 
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ANTHONY
(to Curtis; knowing)

Dude.  

CURTIS
I told you.  Lord of the Flies.   

JEREMY
Shut up, Curtis. 

Huxley and Briggs cautiously approach the animal.  

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
I think it’s a warning.  

BRIGGS
Maybe we should have stayed on the -- 

But Briggs can’t finish because AN ARROW PIERCES HIS NECK AND 
KILLS HIM.  The cruise passengers are suddenly ATTACKED BY A 
TRIBE OF WARRIORS WIELDING AXES AND ARROWS FROM THE TREES. 

And it’s a slaughter.  The passengers are totally overmatched 
by the thirty or so warriors.  Again, we see only glimpses, 
but certain details stick out -- the warriors use arrows, but 
also strangely-advanced CROSSBOWS.  They wear PLIABLE ARMOR.     

But most interesting of all -- while they feel like Native 
Americans, the tribe is decidedly MULTIETHNIC -- white, 
black, Asian -- fighting as a unit.  Jeremy and his friends 
head for the boats but the tribe is already destroying them.   

JEREMY
This way!

Huxley and a few officers use their FIREARMS to clear a path.  
The friends move, but Jeremy trips.  A warrior is ready to 
strike BUT THEN CURTIS KILLS HIM WITH HIS SHIV FROM THE SHIP. 

CURTIS
Not like Donkey. 

The friends take off, running through the trees, running for 
their lives.  It’s a frantic, savage attack from all sides.  

And as the warriors relentlessly pursue, we abruptly --

CUT TO BLACK.

And out of the blackness comes the beep of a SATELLITE --

58.



EXT. SPACE - DAY

As it passes over EARTH.  There are blizzards in Europe and 
the ocean has receded from the shores of Africa and South 
America.  But the scary part is what’s inside the TRIANGLE.

Not only is the water being drawn in, but the surrounding 
land masses seem to be LEANING EVER SO SLIGHTLY TOWARD THE 
TRIANGLE AS WELL, like a spring filling with tension.  And as 
we focus on the ENTIRE SOUTHERN THIRD OF FLORIDA UNDERWATER --    

EXT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BALCONY - MORNING

Danny watches the sun rise on what is now practically ocean-
front property.  Danny takes a moment, and then simply --

DANNY
I’m sorry.  

But then his phone rings.  Danny can’t believe who it is.

DANNY (CONT’D)
Please tell me she’s alive.

INT. AMBULANCE - MOVING - MORNING

Rosalyn is in an ambulance with her TWIN DAUGHTERS and an 
unconscious Janice.  They’re getting a MILITARY ESCORT on a 
highway with all traffic heading north away from the water. 

ROSALYN
(turns away from her kids)

She’s alive, Danny, but it’s not good.  
She was caught in the surge.  She went 
under.  We don’t know for how long.     

We see glimpses of the CHAOS ON THE HIGHWAY.  People are out 
fighting for supplies.  The ambulance has to go off-road.

EXT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BALCONY - MORNING

DANNY
Where you headed now? 

ROSALYN (V.O.)
Orlando.  They’ve set up a refugee 
camp.  But it’s a war zone out here. 

DANNY
Stay with her and I’ll meet you there.  
I swear to God, I’ll meet you there.
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INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - INTERROGATION ROOM - MORNING

The boy sits at the table with Rachel.  The food is now gone 
and the boy seems relaxed.  Rachel and the boy laugh as 
Rachel flips through the dossiers.  Ben Knox stands nearby.  

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - OBSERVATION ROOM - MORNING

Firestein silently watches the boy.  Bishop is at a table  
working on his equations.  He’s making progress.  And then --

FIRESTEIN
You know, if the world’s gonna end, I 
wanna make something clear.  I am an 
asshole.  But it’s not my fault. 

DR. BISHOP
Yeah.  Whose fault is it? 

FIRESTEIN
Yours.

Bishop looks up from his work -- you really are an asshole.

FIRESTEIN (CONT’D)
You remember how all this started?  

DR. BISHOP
Oh, not with this bullshit again --

FIRESTEIN
It’s not bullshit.  You were in a 
basement typing out scientific reports 
for the undersecretary of whoever --  

DR. BISHOP
And you saved me, making quite a name 
for yourself in the process.  Thanks, 
I couldn’t have done it without you. 

FIRESTEIN
My wife died, too.

That came out of left field.  Bishop gives pause. 

FIRESTEIN
Six years ago, right after we secured 
our funding.  I was still up in DC.  A 
couple people from the office came, a 
few sent flowers.  Nothing from you.    

(Bishop looks stunned)
You know why I said you don’t know 
anything about your son?  
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Cause you don’t.  I’m not judging.  
This is the most important thing I’m 
ever going to do, too.  But when you 
shut out the world, sometimes being an 
asshole is the only way to get through 
to you.  I’m sure Jeremy feels the 
same way.   

DR. BISHOP
(a long beat)

How did she die? 

FIRESTEIN
Car crash.  She was going out for some 
milk.  I needed milk for my cereal. 

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - INTERROGATION ROOM - MORNING

Rachel and the boy are still going through pictures on the 
iPad.  Rachel’s made a game of it.  Suddenly the boy freezes.  

THE BOY
(points to the iPad)

Adelaide.  

BEN KNOX
Adelaide?  What does that mean?

RACHEL
This is it.  This is his boat. 

Ben Knox holds the iPad up to the observation room glass --   

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - OBSERVATION ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Where Bishop and Firestein see a pencil drawing on the iPad 
of an 18th CENTURY SLAVE SHIP.  Bishop can’t believe it.   

DR. BISHOP
It’s the Adelaide.  French slave ship, 
half the crew mysteriously disappeared 
in the triangle in the late 1700s.  

FIRESTEIN
So that’s where Jeremy is now?

An ALARM sounds in the facility.  Melissa Mendez rushes in. 

MELISSA MENDEZ
It’s happening. 
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INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BULLPEN - MORNING

Danny arrives at the same time as everyone else.  PRESIDENT 
HOLLOWAY and a few others are already on teleconference.

PRESIDENT HOLLOWAY
What do we know? 

MELISSA MENDEZ
Readings are already four times the 
levels they were last activity.  

Bishop hands Melissa the papers he was working on.  

DR. BISHOP
Plug these equations into the 3D model 
generator and extrapolate out the 
moment the rift closes.

FIRESTEIN
You said there was no forecast model. 

DR. BISHOP
No, I said I needed to properly 
process the new information, which 
I’ve done.  Where’s the location? 

BEN KNOX
Looks like somewhere three to four 
hundred miles north-northeast. 

Stavic immediately turns to two waiting MILITARY OFFICIALS.

HILARY STAVIC
Patch in the NORAD computers and get 
the missiles in the air now. 

DR. BISHOP
What the hell are you doing? 

HILARY STAVIC
Being proactive.  Yes, we don’t know 
exactly where the rift will open, but 
that doesn’t mean we can’t anticipate.  

DR. BISHOP
(incredulous)

You want to blow the rift closed?  
That’s your plan?  The missiles have 
no way of getting there in time --  

FIRESTEIN
Will, Dr. Stavic is in charge. 
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DR. BISHOP
Not to mention we have no idea the 
effect adding more energy to the rift 
will cause if they do.  And if this 
was the plan, why wasn’t I told?

HILARY STAVIC
Because if the rift closes your son is 
dead.  That’s why.  I’m sorry.   

Bishop has no response to that.  A long beat, and then --   

FIRESTEIN
What’s in the area? 

BEN KNOX
FAA already established a no-fly and 
most commercial ships and tankers were 
rerouted because of ongoing activity.     

PRESIDENT HOLLOWAY
So everything’s clear? 

MELISSA MENDEZ
Not everything. 

EXT. CARIBBEAN ISLAND - MORNING - ESTABLISHING 

The main ISLAND in a group of fifteen islands.  There’s a 
DOWNTOWN area with population of about two hundred thousand.  

EXT. CARIBBEAN ISLAND - HILLSIDE - MORNING

ISLANDERS are picking up after the storm and surge.  A guy in 
a SOCCER JERSEY comes out of his house.  He looks up at the 
clearing skies.  His NEIGHBOR is also there.  They smile.

EXT. NORAD MISSILE SILO - MORNING

On the coast of Virginia.  Three BALLISTIC MISSILE TUBES rise 
out of the ground.  They fire three ICBMs over the ocean. 

EXT. CARIBBEAN ISLAND - HILLSIDE FIELD - MORNING

Several men have joined Soccer Jersey and his neighbor in 
finishing an intense game of CRICKET.  Soccer Jersey is ready 
to bowl when his WIFE arrives on the sidelines. 
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SOCCER JERSEY’S WIFE
(in French; subtitled)

You said you were picking up the yard!

Soccer Jersey shushes her, then bowls.  His neighbor hits the 
ball high in the air, but THE BALL JUST KEEPS GOING, pulled 
toward the swirling clouds.  The players run for shelter.  

EXT. CARIBBEAN ISLAND - DOWNTOWN - MORNING

The storm quickly rages.  The swirling clouds drop down and 
reveal the same pulsating gap that Charles Taylor saw, only 
larger and more defined.  ELECTRICITY BLACKS OUT IN THE CITY.

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BULLPEN - MORNING

Stavic monitors the missiles as they speed toward the rift.  

DR. BISHOP
If this was going to work we would 
have tried it before.    

HILARY STAVIC
You’re wrong. 

EXT. CARIBBEAN ISLAND - DOWNTOWN - MORNING

PEDESTRIANS flee the storm.  A few look up, amazed by what’s 
happening above them.  But then, almost unbelievably --

THE ENTIRE CITY IS PULLED TOWARD THE GAP.  Like a SINKHOLE in 
the sky.  People, cars, trees.  THEN WHOLE BUILDINGS ARE 
UPROOTED.  Houses.  The road.  The gap swallows things faster 
and faster, THE ENTIRE CHAIN OF ISLANDS SUCKED INTO THE AIR.    

A few thousand yards away, the MISSILES RACE TO THE GAP.  But 
as the power of the storm increases, the missiles are TWISTED 
SIDEWAYS IN THE AIR LIKE HARMLESS TWIGS.  And as they are 
sucked into the rift with the last of the water and dirt --  

THE GAP FINALLY CLOSES IN AN ENORMOUS BURST OF ENERGY.  And 
then there’s nothing left but the rain.  And a fishing boat.  
Two FISHERMEN have somehow survived, their mouths agape.

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BULLPEN - MORNING

The reaction is the same inside the bullpen.  You could hear 
a pin drop.  SATELLITE FOOTAGE replays the events on screen. 
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FIRESTEIN
Mr. President --

PRESIDENT HOLLOWAY
Where are the islands?    

DR. BISHOP
The islands are gone, sir. 

(turns to Stavic)
How’d those missiles work out for you?      

Through this Danny makes his way over to Rachel.  Sotto --

DANNY
She’s alive in Orlando.  I’m going.

RACHEL
Danny, you saw what just happened.  If 
the rift brought one of the bombers -- 

DANNY
I don’t care.  This is my chance.    

And even though he doesn’t say it, Danny’s intention is clear 
-- he wants Rachel to come with him.  A long beat, and then --      

RACHEL
I need to see this through.     

The answer surprises them both.  Danny curtly nods then slips 
out the back of the room.  DATA suddenly fills the screens.

MELISSA MENDEZ
Forecast model coming in now.   

A computer-generated 3D FORECAST MODEL builds before their 
eyes.  An EXACT LOCATION of the rift is finally pinpointed. 

DR. BISHOP
Thirty-two hours.  The rift opens 
again in thirty-two hours.  Far 
northern tip of the triangle, eight 
hundred miles from New York, less than 
seven hundred from DC.  

PRESIDENT HOLLOWAY
Do we know how big? 

Melissa starts the animated model.  It plays as a hologram in 
the center of the bullpen.  The room watches as a GIGANTIC 
RIFT OPENS JUST OFF THE EAST COAST AND UNBELIEVABLY SWALLOWS 
A LARGE PART OF NORTH AMERICA, SOUTH AMERICA AND EUROPE. 
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Whole cities are completely obliterated.  BOSTON, PARIS, RIO.  
But what’s worse is the aftermath.  Continents break free 
from their moorings.  AN ALMOST APOCALYPTIC VERSION OF A NEW 
PANGAEA IS FORMED AROUND THE CENTER OF THE TRIANGLE. 

FIRESTEIN
That’s not possible.  It’s like a 
sinkhole in the sky.  

DR. BISHOP
The rift is at a tipping point.  It’s 
expanding and needs more and more mass 
to fill the opening.  But now that we 
know where the boy came from, we can --   

HILARY STAVIC
Mr. President, this is not --

DR. BISHOP
We can map the energy signature of the 
rift and find a solution. 

HILARY STAVIC
Maybe.  Maybe you can find a solution, 
but not in thirty-two hours and not 
with this at stake. 

(beat)
Mr. President, the missiles were a 
restrained attempt, but this situation 
has been made much worse.  It’s time 
to enact Operation Solaris.   

Nobody in the room seems to know what that is. 

MELISSA MENDEZ
What the hell are you talking about?  

But the President clearly does.  Bishop figures it out.   

DR. BISHOP
(to Stavic)

You did this.  The entire time you’ve 
been here -- the fact you’re trying to 
blow the rift closed, the fact you 
don’t care about adding energy --

FIRESTEIN
Will, we can talk about this later. 

DR. BISHOP
You’re the reason the triangle is 
changing.  The only way you know 
adding energy will close the rift is  
if that’s the reason it opened.        
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Stavic doesn’t deny it.  Bishop finally goes after Firestein. 

DR. BISHOP
You son of a bitch --

FIRESTEIN
(sincere)

It’s over, Will.  Jeremy’s gone.  Mr. 
President, I concur with Dr. Stavic.   

Bishop is defeated.  He finally walks out of the room.

PRESIDENT HOLLOWAY
I’ll coordinate with the Joint Chiefs. 

But just then an EARTHQUAKE SHAKES THE BULLPEN.  It’s not 
terribly strong, but for the middle of Florida, it feels big.  
A few things are knocked to the floor.  It quiets, and then --

BEN KNOX
It’s starting. 

FIRESTEIN
Mr. President, you need to leave 
Washington.  Instability from the rift 
is already increasing, you should --

But a few SECRET SERVICE AGENTS have already whisked the 
President away.  Stavic turns to everyone in the room --

HILARY STAVIC
We are going to re-run this model 
using my equations.  This operation 
requires an exact location of the rift 
and I don’t trust Dr. Bishop’s work.   

There’s a new dog in town.  The bullpen gets to work.  Ben 
Knox shoots Melissa Mendez a look over his computer screen.  

MELISSA MENDEZ
What?  Why are you being creepy?  

Ben motions Melissa to follow him out of the room.  And as 
they pass Rachel staring at the President’s now empty chair --

EXT. WHITE HOUSE - PORTICO - DAY

The President exits the White House just as the storm 
arrives.  A MOTORCADE OF FORTIFIED SUVs pulls to a stop.  

PRESIDENT HOLLOWAY
What the hell is this place gonna look 
like after?  
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The President is put in the SUV.  The motorcade speeds away 
just as there’s a low rumble of an EARTHQUAKE.  And then a 
VICIOUS BOLT OF LIGHTNING SHATTERS THE WASHINGTON MONUMENT. 

And as two-ton pieces of marble come crashing to the ground --

EXT. FOREST - NIGHT

IT’S SUDDENLY GONE QUIET.  We find Jeremy hiding in the 
brush, his eyes wide with fear.  He’s been here for hours.

CLAIRE (O.S.)
(whispered urgency)

Jeremy?!

Jeremy almost wets himself.  Claire and Curtis are there.

JEREMY
Jesus H. -- where is everybody?

ANTHONY (O.S.)
Over here.  Scared out of our minds or 
shitting our pants.  Take your pick.

Anthony stands across the way.  TWENTY MORE SURVIVORS step 
out of hiding including Huxley and a few of his officers.  

CURTIS
Captain, pardon my French -- but who 
the fuck were those guys? 

Huxley is still shaken.  He wipes blood from his uniform.  

CLAIRE
They were Indians.  

ANTHONY
Native Americans.  But there aren’t 
any active tribes in these parts. 

CURTIS
How do you know which part we’re in, 
Sherlock?  And they didn’t look like 
Indians, they had freaking crossbows.  

Now everyone has an opinion.  Anthony finally looks to Jeremy 
-- are you gonna say something?  Jeremy steps forward. 

JEREMY
I think I know what happened.

That shuts everyone up.  Huxley looks Jeremy over. 
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STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
How do you know?

JEREMY
Because my father has been researching 
the Bermuda Triangle his entire life.  
It was the storm last night, we got 
sucked into a thing and wound up here. 

It’s a pretty tall tale.  All eyes on Huxley.  Finally --

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
Captain Dumas said something similar.  
I’m afraid he may be right. 

CURTIS
Are you saying we went back in time?

Even more arguing breaks out.  Jeremy suddenly sees something 
through the trees.  He walks into the darkness --

CLAIRE
Jer?  Jeremy, where are you going?

The survivors follow Jeremy until they reach --

EXT. COUNTRY ROAD - CONTINUOUS

Glittering in the moonlight.  It’s overgrown and dilapidated, 
but one thing is for sure -- it’s man-made.  And next to the 
road?  An aging sign that says WASHINGTON DC 13 MILES. 

JEREMY
We’re in the future. 

Jeremy walks down the road.  The rest of the survivors are 
unsure, but then Claire follows Jeremy.  Then so do Huxley 
and the others.  Curtis grimaces and finally does the same. 

As they step into the future, a LOUD CRASH takes us back to --

EXT. PARIS - DAY

The PRESENT, where the rift has caused football sized hail to 
destroy the glass of the LOUVRE PYRAMID.  The top of the 
EIFEL TOWER creaks as the metal BENDS TOWARD THE TRIANGLE. 

EXT. VENEZUELA - ANGEL FALLS - DAY

The tallest WATERFALL in the world.  A group of LOCALS 
watches as the waterfall amazingly starts to FALL OUT TO SEA. 
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EXT. PUERTO RICO - DAY 

THE ENTIRE ISLAND SLIDES TOWARD THE RIFT.  But to combat the 
problem a huge line of SHIPPING TANKERS, PRIVATE YACHTS, and 
NAVAL SHIPS are TRYING TO PULL THE ISLAND THE OTHER WAY.  

EXT. EGYPT - THE GREAT PYRAMIDS - DAY

The GREAT PYRAMIDS are flooded from the storm, several camels 
standing on the very tips of the pyramids for safety. 

EXT. ORLANDO THEME PARK - EVENING

Torrential rain falls on an iconic theme park.  Hundreds of 
thousands of REFUGEES have overtaken the grounds, living in 
tents and the like.  The MILITARY supervises the operation.

EXT. ORLANDO THEME PARK - ENTRANCE ROAD - EVENING

VEHICLES are lined up for miles trying to get into the park.  
A MOTORCYCLE slaloms through traffic but eventually reaches a 
barricade.  It’s DANNY.  A POLICE MOTORCYCLE gives chase, but 
Danny outruns him.  He speeds toward the MAIN ENTRANCE.  

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BISHOP’S OFFICE - DAY

Bishop methodically searches through stacks of binders.  He’s 
been at it awhile.  Stavic comes to the doorway.

DR. BISHOP
It’s gotta be redlined here somewhere.  
Something with a name like Operation 
Solaris doesn’t pay for itself. 

Stavic throws a FILE FOLDER on Bishop’s desk.  Inside are 
photos of the HOURGLASS-SHAPED DEVICE from the platform. 

DR. BISHOP (CONT’D)
Why are you showing me this?

HILARY STAVIC
Cause if it happened to me I’d be 
pissed, too. 

(beat)
Operation Solaris.  Objective: to 
harness and recreate the volatile 
energy witnessed during the expulsion 
of magnetic solar flares from the sun.  
It just rolls off the tongue.
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Bishop flips through years of research.  He shakes his head. 

DR. BISHOP 
To think -- it’s a rift between space-
time and all our military cares about 
is turning it into a weapon.

HILARY STAVIC
Don’t be so cavalier, Doctor.  The 
sun’s power isn’t endless, but it’s 
close.  Imagine what we could do if we 
could recreate those reactions.  We’ve 
been trying since before the Manhattan 
Project, and finally your research, 
the magnetic fields that define the 
triangle, made it possible.       

DR. BISHOP
Those magnetic fields are only present 
when the rift is active.  You agitated 
it so you could activate the device.  

HILARY STAVIC
We got tired of waiting, yes.  

DR. BISHOP
And you woke a sleeping giant.    

HILARY STAVIC
I tested the lion, you kept her in the 
cage.  It’s the way its always done.     

Bishop hates that response.  As he hands Stavic her file --

DR. BISHOP
You’re an arrogant son of bitch.

(Stavic stops cold)
You’re right, they researched this 
before the Manhattan Project.  You 
know why they stopped?  Coronal mass 
ejections, magnetic fields -- even if 
you destroy the rift, the fallout from 
the reaction could be ten times worse 
than any nuclear bomb.  You think you 
can contain it in some bullshit bomb? 

HILARY STAVIC
(firm)

It’s not a bomb, it’s a generator.  
And this was a courtesy.  The rift 
expels massive amounts of magnetic 
energy when it opens.  
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The devices will harness this energy 
and create enough mass to implode the 
triangle and destroy it forever.  We 
will not fail.

DR. BISHOP
I’m sure that’s the same thing you 
said when you started your tests. 

Stavic turns to leave.  She looks back.

HILARY STAVIC
This is how science works, Dr. Bishop.  
We put the genie back in the bottle.    

Stavic leaves.  Bishop sees a PHOTO of his wife and Jeremy on 
his desk.  He throws it against the wall, shattering it.

EXT. THEODORE ROOSEVELT MEMORIAL BRIDGE - MORNING

The sun rises on a fallen city.  Our team of survivors heads 
over the crumbling bridge into downtown WASHINGTON DC.  

CLAIRE
What happened?

Not just abandoned.  Overgrown, decaying.  WILD ANIMALS roam.  
The WASHINGTON MONUMENT lays were it fell.  They continue. 

EXT. WHITE HOUSE - MORNING

A shell.  The white paint has chipped away.  It’s not just a 
nuclear fallout, but as Bishop predicted, it’s somehow worse.   

ANTHONY
You know what this feels like?  This 
feels like --

JEREMY
Planet of the Apes.   

CLAIRE
Do you think its safe?

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
It’s been two, three hundred years at 
least.  A massive nuclear strike or 
something -- I don’t know what this 
is.  The fallout left nothing behind.     

CURTIS
And the Indians or whatever they are?
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JEREMY
They’re starting from the beginning.  
These ruins, they’re dinosaur bones.  

ANTHONY
A really really big dinosaur. 

Curtis take Claire’s hand.  Jeremy notices -- he’s seen it 
before, but now something’s different.  Curtis sees Jeremy. 

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY 
There must be an armory or bunker of 
some kind.  Find weapons and food.  We 
need to be ready if they come back. 

EXT. LINCOLN MEMORIAL - DAY

The survivors eat on the memorial steps.  It’s almost pretty, 
this city in ruin.  Jeremy stares out at the horizon. 

CURTIS (O.S.)
Do you love her?

Curtis is there.  It was an honest question.  Finally --

JEREMY
Yes.

CURTIS
I think she loves you, too.

(a long beat)
You know normally, this situation, I’d 
just kick the shit out of you.  But 
seeing as how this is anything far 
from normal, we survive whatever this 
is, then we deal with it.  

And that’s that.  Curtis starts to walk away, but then --

JEREMY
We’re not supposed to be together.

(Curtis turns back)
Not like that, I don’t think.  My mom 
and dad -- they were supposed to be 
together.  You could just feel it, you 
know?  They were connected.  They were 
a team.  Even when I didn’t see it.  

(beat)
Claire’s like a sister to me.  And if 
I’ve been cold to you, it’s just 
because I want what’s best for her.  
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CURTIS
And you don’t think that’s me.

JEREMY
No.  Or at least, I didn’t.  You’re a 
jackass, Curtis, but every time I look 
at you, you’re making her laugh.  
Holding her hand.  You’re a friend.  A 
teammate.  And as much as I want to 
be, I wasn’t, because I didn’t see it.  

(holds out his hand)
I’m sorry.  And thanks for killing 
that guy with your shiv. 

Curtis finally shakes Jeremy’s hand.  Claire sees this.

CURTIS
You would do the same for me, right? 

JEREMY
Not like Donkey. 

Huxley and his officers arrive.  They have managed to 
scrounge up a few makeshift weapons.  They pass them out.

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
Anything with gunpowder or explosives 
went bad, but we found a few things.

CLAIRE
You want us to fight? 

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
I want you to survive.  We outran them 
the first time, we may not be so lucky 
the second.  I suggest we get back to 
the ship as soon as possible.

ANTHONY
That’s their land, going through those 
woods is gonna be a suicide mission. 

JEREMY
I agree with the Captain.  I have no 
idea how, but if my dad is gonna bring 
us back, we need to be on that boat.

Tacit approval from the group.  Huxley picks up a spear.

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
Let’s move.

JEREMY
Actually, can we make one stop first? 
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EXT. ORLANDO THEME PARK - MAIN GATES - EVENING

Danny finally arrives through the throngs of refugees.  He 
ditches his motorcycle and approaches a MARINE on watch. 

DANNY
I’m looking for a medical evac from 
Fort Lauderdale.  In an ambulance. 

MARINE
Good luck, buddy. 

The marine heads over as they close the main gate.  People 
get out of their cars, furious.  IT’S A RIOT.  And then --  

ANOTHER EARTHQUAKE STRIKES FLORIDA.  And this one’s big.  
SEVERAL RIDES COLLAPSE.  Danny grabs onto a nearby fence as 
the ground opens below him.  He finally climbs into the park.    

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - REST ROOM - DAY

Bishop is alone with a bottle of SCOTCH.  He pours himself a 
shot.  He looks in the mirror.  And then like Danny earlier --

DR. BISHOP
I’m sorry, Sheila.  I lost him.

Bishop drinks.  Ben and Melissa barge in.  Bishop sees her. 

DR. BISHOP
This is the men’s room.

BEN KNOX
Not the first time she’s been here.

MELISSA MENDEZ
And why aren’t you drinking in your 
office like a normal person? 

DR. BISHOP
Trust me, you don’t want to know.  

Bishop pours another.  Melissa grabs it and downs it first.

MELISSA MENDEZ
Ben figured out a way to save Jeremy 
and close the rift without doing 
whatever it is they’re doing.   

DR. BISHOP
(beat)

No shit?
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BEN KNOX
No shit. 

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - HALLWAY - DAY

Bishop and his team literally bum-rush Firestein in a corner. 

FIRESTEIN
Stop it.  What the hell are you doing?

DR. BISHOP
I’m sorry I made you an asshole.  
You’re not an asshole, I was the 
asshole.  You need to listen to me.

FIRESTEIN
Are you drunk?

DR. BISHOP
Only a little bit.  Listen.  We have 
to stop Stavic.  We have stop Solaris.

FIRESTEIN
We can’t stop them, Will.  We have no 
other viable options.  The President 
is on a plane headed wherever he goes 
when a black hole is swallowing the 
Atlantic.  I’m sorry I didn’t tell you 
about Stavic, but I just found out --   

DR. BISHOP
The boy has his own energy signature, 
okay?  Everyone who goes through the 
rift has a residue of the transfer.

Ben Knox calls up the information on his laptop. 

BEN KNOX
It’s right here.  From the hospital.  
A benign, low-level frequency.

DR. BISHOP
Jeremy and The Crown Jewel have the 
same signature cause they went through 
the rift at the same time.  If we put 
the boy and Jeremy back in the rift 
when it opens it’ll bring them back. 

MELISSA MENDEZ
Not only that, but the transfer would 
have a negative energy balance. 
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DR. BISHOP
A negative energy balance could cause 
the rift to collapse.  Like imploding 
a building rather than exploding.  

FIRESTEIN
This is crazy.  You’re talking crazy.  
You want to put the boy and The Crown 
Jewel in the rift when it opens again 
and they’ll magically switch places?

DR. BISHOP
We’re already talking about a rift in 
space-time.  It’s physics!

FIRESTEIN
It’s impossible.  The Crown Jewel is 
three hundred years in the past!

MELISSA MENDEZ
Maybe not.

This is one step too far for Firestein. 

FIRESTEIN
You’re all drunk.  Is that it? 

DR. BISHOP
The only reason we think Jeremy is in 
the past is because that’s where the 
boy came from.  But it’s just as 
likely the rift sent The Jewel the 
same amount of years into the future. 

FIRESTEIN
And that’s better? 

DR. BISHOP
Yes.  I can leave him a message.  

Firestein pauses now but for another reason.  With empathy --  

FIRESTEIN
Look at you, Will.  You’re a man of 
science.  And I get it.  But you’re 
gonna take the fate of millions of 
people and put it on faith that you 
can somehow leave a message for your 
son three hundred years in the future?

DR. BISHOP
Yes.  We let Stavic do this, we have 
no idea what will happen.  But Jeremy 
will find my message, I know he will. 
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FIRESTEIN
How?

DR. BISHOP
Cause he’s my son.  And if I’ve wasted 
his entire life trying to understand 
the not understandable, I know him.  

And there it is.  Firestein stares at Bishop.  Finally --

FIRESTEIN
I’ll bring it to her.  I can’t promise 
she’ll listen.  And Will, if she says 
no -- it’s over.  Do you hear me?

BEN KNOX
We need to start tests on the boy. 

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

Rachel and the boy.  The boy watches a cartoon on TV.  Rachel 
is doing research about THE ADELAIDE.  Her cell phone rings. 

RACHEL
Am I fired?

INT. NTSB HEADQUARTERS - BULLPEN - DAY

BILL WATTS, Rachel’s boss, deals with the chaos of the day.

BILL WATTS
We can’t afford to fire you.  All 
Federal employees are being reassigned 
for the disaster.  I need you here.  

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

The boy laughs at the TV.  Rachel watches him, and then --

RACHEL
I quit. 

Rachel hangs up the phone.  The door bursts in.  Rachel and 
the boy turn.  Stavic stands there with two ARMED GUARDS. 

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BULLPEN - DAY

The storm has come inside.  Stavic’s guards move the boy back 
into a holding room.  Firestein and Bishop argue with Stavic. 
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HILARY STAVIC
No.  Absolutely not.

DR. BISHOP
You’re not listening to reason.

FIRESTEIN
If there’s a way to close the rift 
without the risk of --

HILARY STAVIC
He’s trying to save his son.  It’s 
admirable, but misguided.   

DR. BISHOP
Look at the science!  This could work!

HILARY STAVIC
Yes.  Maybe.  But what are the odds -- 
one in a hundred?  A thousand?  Your 
forecast model was rife with 
miscalculation.  I now see why.  
You’re just not very good at math. 

Ben and Melissa share a look -- this isn’t going well.

HILARY STAVIC (CONT’D)
It’s why I need the boy actually.  He 
does have a unique energy signature.  
It will work perfectly as a compass to 
ensure we find our target.

RACHEL
Wait -- what?

DR. BISHOP
You’re sending him into the rift?

HILARY STAVIC
His frequency will vibrate faster the 
closer he gets to the opening.  It’s 
our fail safe. 

FIRESTEIN
The boy will die. 

HILARY STAVIC
And save millions.  Besides, he’s from 
1694.  The boy’s already dead. 

(beat; to Bishop)
We were given an order by the 
President.  Now you can calmly assist 
me, or I will have my men escort you 
from this facility.  It’s your choice.
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EXT. RESEARCH FACILITY - PARKING LOT - DAY

Two guards escort Bishop and his team out to the parking lot.  
Rachel and Firestein are also there.  The guards head inside.   

DR. BISHOP
I’m sorry for this.  You’re all very 
good friends for trying.  

Bishop walks away, defeated.  A long beat.  And then --

FIRESTEIN
I’m not done just yet. 

Bishop turns.  Firestein keys open the back door. 

FIRESTEIN (CONT’D)
You and I, we built this place.  Take 
the boy through the vents.  Leave 
through the rear exit and bring him to 
the clearing a half mile west.  I’ll 
stall Stavic and arrange for pickup. 

DR. BISHOP
Why are you doing this?

FIRESTEIN
You’re an asshole, but you’re my 
asshole.  And sometimes that’s how you 
have to get things done around here.

For the first time in a long time, Bishop smiles. 

MELISSA MENDEZ
You still have to figure out a way to 
get the boy into the rift. 

RACHEL
I know someone who can help.  

Bishop furiously scribbles a message on a piece of paper.

DR. BISHOP
Send Jeremy’s note and my instructions 
to Erica Kessen in the DC office.  R & 
D the perfect thing we can use.    

Bishop hands it to Ben.  Bishop and Firestein shake hands.

FIRESTEIN
Good luck. 

DR. BISHOP
Trust me.  We’re gonna need it. 
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INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - OFFICE - DAY

The boy is in the same room Danny and Rachel were in earlier.  
The AIR VENT in the ceiling is pushed open.  It’s Rachel. 

EXT. RESEARCH FACILITY - EMERGENCY EXIT - DAY

Bishop, Rachel and the boy sneak out the back.  Two SECURITY 
GUARDS are there.  Rachel uses a crowbar to knock them out.  
Bishop is impressed.  They find a row of off-road ATVs.

EXT. WETLAND FIELD - DAY

Bishop, Rachel and the boy wait for a HELICOPTER to land 
nearby.  The boy and Rachel share a look.  Bishop sees this.

RACHEL
We hate helicopter rides.

SECURITY GUARDS suddenly approach on the horizon.  Bishop, 
Rachel and the boy rush to the chopper.  They board. 

THE PILOT
Where to? 

RACHEL
Orlando. 

EXT. ORLANDO THEME PARK - TENT CITY - NIGHT

Still recovering from the earthquake.  Danny searches the 
park.  Refugees fight each other over supplies.  Someone 
pulls a RIFLE to protect their tent.  Danny continues on. 

INT. ORLANDO THEME PARK - MEDICAL TENT - NIGHT

Janice is unconscious and hooked up to various machines.  
Rosalyn assists trauma patients.  Danny enters the far side 
of the tent, but Janice and Rosalyn are blocked from view.  

Danny almost leaves, but bumps into ROSALYN’S DAUGHTERS 
playing with some toys from the park.  Danny remembers them 
from the picture on Rosalyn’s desk.  He finally finds Janice.  

DANNY
Grandma.  I’m here.  

Danny breaks down in relief and sorrow.  And as he does --
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EXT. ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY - DAY

Jeremy wipes a tear from his cheek.  He’s on his knees at an 
overgrown grave.  The tombstone reads SHEILA EVANS BISHOP, 
RESERVIST, UNITED STATES ARMY.  Everyone else is behind him.     

JEREMY
We miss you, Mom.  

Jeremy makes the sign of the cross, then kisses his fingers 
and presses them on the grave.  Some dust rubs off, REVEALING 
AN ETCHED DOWNWARD ARROW THAT’S NEVER BEEN THERE BEFORE.  

CLAIRE
What is it?

CURTIS
I hope it’s a sports almanac. 

Jeremy digs through the overgrown grass.  He finally finds a 
high-tech TIME CAPSULE BURIED UNDER THE DIRT.  Inside are 
Bishop’s instructions.  Jeremy reads.  And then proudly --

JEREMY
It’s better.  We’re going home. 

INT. HELICOPTER - MOVING - NIGHT

Rachel and the boy are holding hands.  The helicopter flies 
low over the theme park.  It’s even more of a clusterfuck.    

THE PILOT
There’s nowhere to put her down.

RACHEL
What about there?  

The Pilot smiles at her audacity.  Bishop turns to the boy --

DR. BISHOP
It’s the happiest place on Earth.

EXT. ORLANDO THEME PARK - PRINCESS CASTLE - NIGHT

People scatter as THE HELICOPTER LANDS INSIDE THE PARK.

INT. ORLANDO THEME PARK - MEDICAL TENT - NIGHT

Danny is at Janice’s side.  Rosalyn checks on her.  Danny 
silently asks -- how is she?   Rosalyn’s noncommittal.    
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But then, from across the tent --

RACHEL (O.S.)
You have no reason to, but will you 
help me? 

Rachel, Bishop and the boy are there.  Danny is nonplussed.  

INT. ORLANDO THEME PARK - MEDICAL TENT - NIGHT

Rachel, Bishop and Danny stand in a corner.  Danny keeps his 
eye on Janice.  The boy plays with Rosalyn’s daughters.  

DANNY
Why aren’t they warning us?  

DR. BISHOP
Where would we go?  If they fail, 
we’re all screwed one way or another.

RACHEL
We need you, Danny.  You wanted to 
know what you were supposed to do 
before?  It’s this. 

A long beat.  This is Danny’s moment.  But then --

DANNY
I lied, Rachel.  I’m not a pilot 
anymore.  I crashed a plane and they 
kicked me out.  I’m sorry you came all 
this way, but every time I try to be a 
hero, I lose.  Not this time.      

Danny walks out of the tent. 

DR. BISHOP
We have less than eight hours.  If 
it’s not him...

EXT. ORLANDO THEME PARK - MEDICAL TENT - NIGHT

Danny’s bummed a cigarette.  Rachel comes over. 

RACHEL
I’m sorry I didn’t go with you to find 
her before.  You helped me and I 
didn’t help you.  I should have. 

DANNY
(beat)

You never asked me my call sign.  
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RACHEL
Was I supposed to?   

DANNY
It’s Shoe.  Apparently it’s cause the 
guys think I have a habit of getting 
with a girl and she has to steal my 
shoes so I won’t walk away.  I been 
running my whole life, Rachel.  I 
can’t leave her now.  Not like this.    

RACHEL
I know.  But it’s not because of some 
bullshit.  It’s cause you’re scared.

(steals his cigarette)
Don’t worry.  I’m scared, too.  My 
parents got divorced when I was ten, I 
buried my nose in detective stories 
just to make the pieces fit.  I 
bitched when I got kicked off this 
case but really, when I was sitting on 
that runway yesterday, all I could do 
was pray I wouldn’t screw it up. 

DANNY
I can’t be scared of failing.  I’ve 
had a ton of practice. 

RACHEL
It’s just the opposite.  Grandpa flew 
a plane on D-Day, what are you gonna 
do?  Hit a Federal officer, go on some 
wild goose chase.    

(a long beat)
I quit my job today.  I was tired of 
trying to make it make sense.  That 
boy in there -- he was on a slave ship 
to the New World.  You know what 
happened?  They hit land and a local 
slave owner bought the entire ship and 
sent them back to Africa.  His son had 
fallen in love with a slave girl and 
he felt guilty.  That boy was free and 
then the triangle swallowed him.  I 
don’t know what all this means, but I 
know something good will come of it.   
You were meant to say yes, Danny.   

DANNY
Why?

RACHEL
Because you always say yes. 

84.



INT. ORLANDO THEME PARK - MEDICAL TENT - NIGHT

It’s dark.  Danny is with Janice.  He’s clearly conflicted.  
And then he notices something clutched in her hand.  It’s the 
photo of Charles and her from her room.  Danny stares it. 

JANICE (O.S.)
I know you crashed, Danny.

Janice is awake but in a haze.  Danny looks guilt-ridden.

JANICE (CONT’D)
It was on the news.  It’s okay.  You 
can still do such amazing things.

DANNY
I want to be a pilot.

JANICE
Then be one. 

EXT. ORLANDO THEME PARK - PRINCESS CASTLE - NIGHT

Raining harder.  Rachel and Bishop load the boy into the 
helicopter.  They’re getting ready to take off.  

DANNY (O.S.)
I need a plane! 

They turn around.  Danny is ready.  Rachel smiles.  And then 
the roaring sound of the HELICOPTER takes us to --   

EXT. ATLANTIC OCEAN - MORNING - ESTABLISHING 

As the UNITED STATES NAVAL FLEET comes into view.  Over forty 
ships form a perimeter around the triangle, but the rift has 
such force it’s like THEY’RE FLOATING ON A MOUNTAIN OF WATER.  

The aircraft carrier USS HARRY S. TRUMAN is front and center.  
On deck are THREE HEAVY UNMANNED DRONES each loaded with an 
HOURGLASS-SHAPED DEVICE.  TECHNICIANS prepare for launch.  

EXT. REMOTE AIRFIELD - DAY 

AIR FORCE ONE touches down on a runway just big enough to fit 
her.  Seven other airplanes are inside a camouflaged hangar.  

Title:  245 MILES NORTHEAST OF CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA
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The President and his family disembark with the rest of his 
CABINET and a few CONGRESSMEN.  Several HEADS OF STATE are 
herded into an underground elevator.  An ADVISOR approaches.       

SECURITY ADVISOR
Everyone’s here but the German 
Chancellor.  We’re t-minus six hours, 
but there’s been a minor problem. 

PRESIDENT HOLLOWAY
How minor?

SECURITY ADVISOR
We lost the boy. 

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - INTERROGATION ROOM - DAY

And Firestein’s getting the brunt of it.  A burly FEDERAL 
AGENT has been working him over for awhile.  Stavic is there.  

HILARY STAVIC
You’re committing a crime by doing 
this, you know that, don’t you?  We’re 
going to find them and then you’re 
going to jail.  Where’s the boy?

The agent hits Firestein again.  Stavic motions him to stop. 

FIRESTEIN
I don’t know where they are. 

HILARY STAVIC
That’s fine.  Because honestly we know 
where they’re going to be.  And if you 
think this is going to stop us from 
doing what’s necessary, you’re wrong.  

(Stavic leans in)
But if we fail and the rift swallows a 
quarter of the northern hemisphere, or 
nuclear winter falls over half the 
globe, it will be because of you, 
Special Agent Firestein.  Do you 
really want that on your conscience? 

EXT. NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE - DAY - ESTABLISHING 

FIGHTER JETS are being scrambled.  There’s a lot of activity.

Title: NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE 

BREWSTER (V.O.)
Are you seriously calling me now?
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INT. NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE - LOCKER ROOM - DAY

Brewster is tucked in his locker talking on his cell phone.

BREWSTER
Every law and military officer in the 
country is looking for you. 

A NAVAL OFFICER approaches with Brewster’s FLIGHT ASSIGNMENT.  

NAVAL OFFICER
You Brewster?  Third wave.  

EXT. CONVENIENCE STORE - DAY

The last pay phone on Earth.  Danny checks over his shoulder. 

DANNY
It’s not my fault, Brew.  Listen, I 
just need to talk to you face-to-face.

BREWSTER (V.O.)
My go-flight is in ninety minutes.

DANNY
So you’re saying you got time? 

EXT. SUBURBAN SUBDIVISION - EVENING

The survivors of The Crown Jewel head toward the back of a 
crumbling subdivision.  Claire catches up to Jeremy.    

CLAIRE
Kinda spooky.  Feels like home.

Houses and mini-vans are rotted away.  Some deer run past.  
Claire shakes her head, a thought suddenly crossing her mind.

JEREMY
What? 

CLAIRE
It’s just -- this is the future, 
right?  This is the fallout.  They 
blew whatever those things were to 
close the rift.  This is the result. 

They continue on for a moment.  And then --

JEREMY
We can change it.  
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CLAIRE
How do you know?

JEREMY
Because we can always change it.  

(smiles to himself)
I can’t believe I just said that, 
that’s what my mom used to say.  “The 
future is yours.”  She was the most 
positive person I’ve ever met.    

(beat)
I’m sorry, Claire.  You were right 
before.  About everything.  I was just 
too chicken shit to admit it.    

They walk in silence a moment.

CLAIRE
So what does that mean? 

JEREMY
It means -- does he make you happy? 

CLAIRE
(a long beat)

He does.  I really think he does. 

JEREMY
Then I’m happy, too.  You’re my best 
friend, Claire.  You deserve it.     

CLAIRE
You’re sure? 

JEREMY
It was a great first kiss, but we were 
only eight, remember?  

Jeremy has let her in.  Claire smiles.

CLAIRE
You’ll have better ones, Jer.  I 
promise you.  You’ll have better ones.

The survivors stop at the edge of the woods.  The sun sets.

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
This shortcut has us three miles from 
the water.  Straight through there.  

ANTHONY
You mean straight through future 
Native American blood-lust territory.  
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CLAIRE
Why can’t we wait until morning?     

JEREMY
Because that’s not what my father told 
us to do.  We need to be on that ship 
when the rift opens or we’re never 
going to see our families again. 

Curtis pulls his shiv.  Jeremy readies a knife.  Everyone’s 
ready.  And as the survivors step into the forest -- 

ANTHONY
Hold on to your butts. 

EXT. JACKSONVILLE LANDING - DAY - ESTABLISHING 

A huge entertainment and shopping complex.  Recent events 
have triggered PROTESTORS, END OF THE WORLD THEORISTS and 
SUPPLY HOARDERS to gather.  Danny is there with Bishop.     

DR. BISHOP
He’s not coming.  We’re screwed.

POLICE OFFICERS clash with PROTESTORS.  Danny keeps moving.

DANNY
Tell me again what it looks like. 

DR. BISHOP
We think it’s a gap.  As big as the 
rift will be, I assume it’ll be hard 
to miss.  The key is to actively fly 
in before the rife starts passively 
sucking things in to fill the hole.  
That’s why the missiles failed, the 
pull was already too strong.   

DANNY
How long is the window?

DR. BISHOP
Seconds.  The gap will open, you need 
to be first through to activate the 
energy transfer with the boy.  If the 
drones beat you, the devices will 
activate and who knows what happens.   

DANNY
Fantastic.

(beat; looks for Brewster)
You’re right.  He’s not coming.   

89.



But then Brewster arrives across the way.  To Bishop --  

DANNY (CONT’D)
Don’t take your eyes off him.  

EXT. JACKSONVILLE LANDING - RIVERWALK - DAY

Danny and Brewster.  Brewster is incredulous. 

BREWSTER
No.  No way, Danny.  You want me to 
steal a plane! 

DANNY
Borrow a plane.  You take off, meet us 
at the rendezvous, I’ll take over. 

BREWSTER
Danny, come on, this is crazy. 

DANNY
I’m serious, Brew.  The last forty-
eight hours -- you have to help me.

Brewster keeps looking over Danny’s shoulder.  Danny notices.

DANNY (CONT’D)
What are you doing?

BREWSTER
I gotta get back, Danny.  I’m sorry.   

DANNY
(figures it out)

You didn’t.  Brew, I trusted you --

BREWSTER
It’s just two guys, Danny.  I know 
them.  They didn’t tell anyone else, 
we’ll bring you in and make it right.

Two MILITARY MPs in plainclothes are suddenly approaching.  
Danny has to act fast.  HE PUSHES BREWSTER AND TAKES OFF.  
Danny rushes up an escalator and PULLS THE FIRE ALARM --  

AND ALL HELL BREAKS LOOSE.  The MPs are pushed back by the 
crowd.  Danny finds a SECURITY DOOR and breaks it open.

INT. JACKSONVILLE LANDING - SERVICE HALLWAY - DAY

Danny turns a corner and bumps into the FIRST MP.  Danny 
knocks him out, but then Brewster and the other MP are there.
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BREWSTER
You don’t have to do this, Danny. 

Danny is trapped.  The MP moves forward, but then BISHOP HITS 
HIM WITH A PAINT CAN FROM A NEARBY SUPPLY CLOSET.  The MP 
goes down.  Danny knocks Brewster out with a right cross.

DR. BISHOP
Holy crap.  

DANNY
Help me. 

INT. JACKSONVILLE LANDING - STORAGE CLOSET - DAY

Danny and Bishop have bound and gagged Brewster and the MPs.

DR. BISHOP
So now what?  He’s clearly not gonna 
meet you at the rendezvous point. 

Danny takes BREWSTER’S FLIGHT ID and AVIATOR SUNGLASSES. 

DANNY
We do it the hard way.    

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BULLPEN - DAY

Crowded with personnel.  PRESIDENT HOLLOWAY and the GENERAL 
OF THE USS HARRY TRUMAN are on teleconference with Stavic. 
There’s a COUNTDOWN CLOCK counting down when the rift opens.  
It’s at 01:04.31 and ticking.  Ben and Melissa share a look. 

BEN KNOX
What?  Now you’re being creepy. 

MELISSA MENDEZ
You’re cute.  In an end of the world 
kinda way.

BEN KNOX
Stop.

(beat)
You’re pretty okay, too. 

HILARY STAVIC
General, activate the cores.

We watch surveillance footage as the solar flare devices are 
switched on.  THE HOURGLASSES ROTATE AND SPARK WITH ENERGY. 
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EXT. FOREST - NIGHT

The survivors move through the dark forest.  They reach a 
river and Huxley motions them across.  Curtis helps Claire 
and a few of the others, then steps through the bush -- 

AND TRIGGERS A TRIP LINE.  Several loud GUNPOWDER BURSTS 
explode in the surrounding trees.  Everyone takes cover.

CURTIS
Ah, shit.  My bad. 

ANTHONY
It’s an alarm. 

The explosions quiet.  They’re slowly replaced by a RUSTLING 
in the surrounding woods.  The survivors are frozen in fear. 

Finally, they move.  And then so do the warriors.   

INT. NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE - MAIN GATE - DAY

Danny approaches the gate wearing Brewster’s AVIATORS.  He 
waits for another pilot to pass, then gives the SECURITY 
GUARD Brewster’s picture ID.  A tense beat, and then --

SECURITY GUARD
You Arizona guys get such good tans.

INT. NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE - LOCKER ROOM - DAY

Danny keeps his head down.  He opens Brewster’s locker and 
quickly changes into Brewster’s FLIGHT GEAR.   

NAVAL OFFICER 
Third wave, load ‘em up. 

It’s go time.  Danny heads for the runway.  He passes a group 
of officers having a meeting.  One of the officers is CAPTAIN 
PATRICK SMITH, his former CO.  Danny speeds up, but then --     

NAVAL COMMANDER (O.S.)
Lieutenant?  Lieutenant? 

Danny is caught and he knows it.  He slowly turns around.  

NAVAL COMMANDER (CONT’D)
Can’t go anywhere without this.

The commander hands him Brewster’s FLIGHT HELMET.  Captain 
Smith continues his meeting, unaware.  Danny is out the door.  
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EXT. FOREST - NIGHT

THE WARRIORS ARE ON THE ATTACK.  But this time, the survivors 
are more prepared.  Jeremy grabs a crossbow and fights back.  
Anthony lets out a war-cry as they charge through the woods. 

And finally we’re able to get a clear picture of who these 
warriors are.  THEY ARE THOSE WHO SURVIVED THE APOCALYPSE.  
They’ve started a fresh society, breeding new and old. 

Huxley and Jeremy lead near the front of the pack.  They 
reach the base of a HILL ahead of the warriors and find 
themselves in the middle of the impressive WARRIOR VILLAGE.  
The river is dammed at top by several huge TREE TRUNKS.  

JEREMY
Curtis!  The ties!

Jeremy and Curtis start HACKING AWAY AT THE TIES AROUND THE 
TRUNKS.  Huxley and others provide cover the best they can.

JEREMY (CONT’D)
Claire!  Go!!

Claire and Anthony lead the survivors over the hill.  The 
warriors call for reinforcements at the bottom.  Jeremy and 
Curtis keep hacking, but they are running out of time. 

EXT. NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE - RUNWAY - DAY

Danny walks onto the runway.  He boards Brewster’s F/A-18. 

INT. NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE - LOCKER ROOM - DAY

Captain Smith and the others finish their meeting.  A PHONE 
RINGS inside a nearby office.  The officers ignore it.

INT. BREWSTER’S F/A-18 - DAY

Danny finally closes the cockpit.  He breathes a sigh of 
relief.  Danny pulls the fighter in line third for take-off.

DANNY
Sorry, Brew. 

INT. NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE - LOCKER ROOM - DAY

A COMMANDER finally hears the phone ringing.  He answers it.
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NAVAL COMMANDER
This is the flight commander.  I’m 
sorry -- you’re where?  

(slams down the phone)
Don’t let Brewster take off, someone’s 
stealing his goddamn plane!

Captain Smith looks up -- he knows it’s Danny. 

INT. BREWSTER’S F/A-18 - DAY

Danny is next in line.  He waits for final clearance.

AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER
F/A-18-44, please turn off the active 
runway.  You are not clear for take-
off.  I repeat, you are not --

EXT. NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE - RUNWAY - DAY

BUT DANNY JUST FLOORS IT.  The plane takes off into the sky 
as Captain Smith and the others hustle out onto the runway.  

CAPTAIN SMITH
Get me a plane now. 

EXT. FOREST - HILLSIDE - NIGHT

The battle continues.  Jeremy and Curtis are almost through 
the log ties but the warriors are closing fast.  

JEREMY
Curtis!  Look out!

CURTIS IS SHOT THROUGH THE SIDE WITH A CROSSBOW.  Curtis goes 
down.  Jeremy races to his side.  There’s blood everywhere.  

CURTIS
Go.  Cut it.  Cut it. 

Even more warriors are charging up the hill.  Jeremy goes 
back, takes one more swing AND THE ENTIRE DAM IS RELEASED.  
The logs careen down the hill and take out the warriors.  

Jeremy grabs Curtis and helps him to his feet.  

JEREMY
Not like Donkey.

And the two friends take off through the trees.  

94.



EXT. BEACH - NIGHT

Jeremy and Curtis finally arrive.  Huxley and the others have 
started piecing together whatever’s left of the boats.  

CLAIRE
What happened?! 

Jeremy puts Curtis down in one of the hulls.  

JEREMY
I’m sorry, Claire.

They can hear the warriors coming.  They jump into the boats.

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BULLPEN - DAY

The General from the Truman is handed a note.  The countdown 
clock is down to 00:37.12...     

THE GENERAL
Mr. President, an unidentified pilot  
has stolen a fighter that we can only 
assume is en route to the triangle.  

PRESIDENT HOLLOWAY
Assume?

THE GENERAL
He’s currently flying under the hard 
deck of our radar capabilities.  

HILARY STAVIC
I don’t care if he’s flying under the 
goddamn ocean.  Stop him. 

EXT. FARM HOUSE - DAY

A FARMER and his WIFE (both 70s) are boarding up their house.  
But then the farmer sees RACHEL AND THE BOY loitering at the 
end of his driveway.  The farmer shakes his head. 

FARMER 
I’m getting my gun.

The farmer turns but he and his wife are practically toppled 
over as AN F/A-18 FLIES NOT A HUNDRED FEET OVER THEIR HOUSE. 
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EXT. COUNTRY ROAD - DAY

Danny expertly lands the fighter down the center of the road.  
Rachel and the boy approach as Danny opens the cockpit.

DANNY
Someone call for a ride.

Danny hops down to help the boy into the plane.  The boy 
realizes what’s happening.  He holds on to Rachel.

RACHEL
Hey, hey.  It’s okay.  Look at me.

(crouches down)
Listen, I know you don’t understand, 
but we’re going to take you home.

The boy still doesn’t want to go.  Rachel takes off her 
GOLDEN CROSS NECKLACE.  She puts it around his neck.  

RACHEL (CONT’D)
Here.  Take this.  It will protect 
you.  Like your stone protects me.  
You’re going home.  Adelaide.    

The boy finally understands.  He gives Rachel a hug.   

DANNY
We gotta move. 

RACHEL
Are you sure you can do this?

DANNY
Not in the least.  Every pilot in the 
United States Navy will be after me.  
Why are we doing this again?   

But instead of answering, Rachel KISSES Danny.  And then --

RACHEL
You know what I think makes sense -- 
save the world, get the girl.  

DANNY
What happens if I fail?  

RACHEL
You won’t. 

And that’s the confidence that Danny needs.  To the boy --

DANNY
Let’s fly. 
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EXT. OCEAN - DAWN

The remaining survivors row their makeshift boats furiously 
toward The Crown Jewel.  Claire looks after Curtis.  

CLAIRE
Stay with me, Curtis.  Please.  

But Curtis is fading.  Anthony looks back at the beach.

ANTHONY
Um, guys.  What are those?

The warriors load on to several futuristic SKIFF BOATS -- the 
new meeting the old.  The boats glide across the water. 

ANTHONY (CONT’D)
Back from the beginning my ass. 

INT. THE CROWN JEWEL - BRIG - DAY

Captain Dumas meditates in his cell.  Suddenly Huxley, Jeremy 
and a few of the others rush in.  They’re out of breath. 

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
You said you saved our lives before.  
Do you know how to drive through this 
thing without getting us killed? 

CAPTAIN DUMAS
(beat; calmly)

I do. 

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
(unlocks the door)

The ship is yours, Captain. 

INT. BREWSTER’S F/A-18 - FLYING - DAY

Danny flying, the boy behind him in a jump seat.  They head 
out over the ocean.  Danny has his CELL PHONE HEADSET in ear.

DANNY
Where are we?  

EXT. SKYSCRAPER - ROOF TOP - DAY

In downtown Jacksonville.  THE SKYSCRAPERS ARE ALL TIPPING 
DOWN TOWARD THE TRIANGLE.  Bishop has set up his command.  He 
tracks Danny on his laptop over a map of the TRIANGLE.  
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DR. BISHOP
Eight minutes out and on target.  Rift 
activity should be commencing.

INT. BREWSTER’S F/A-18 - FLYING - DAY

DARK CLOUDS start to form on the horizon.  The wind howls. 

DANNY
I see it.  

Danny’s plane starts to almost SLIDE IN THE AIR.  He fights 
to right his flight path, when suddenly LIVE FIRE SCREAMS 
PAST HIS WINDSHIELD.  Danny takes evasive action.  

The boy screams.  Danny barrel rolls to take cover.  And then 
a familiar voice comes over the radio.

CAPTAIN SMITH (V.O.)
How you like them apples, Danny? 

Danny’s eyes narrow.  The rematch begins --  

INT. SMITH’S F/A-18 - FLYING - DAY

ONLY THIS TIME DANNY IS OUTNUMBERED FIVE TO ONE.  Smith 
pursues Danny as the storm builds.  To his wing men --

CAPTAIN SMITH
The rift is messing with lateral 
control.  Set a wide containment 
perimeter.  This asshole is mine. 

EXT. USS HARRY S. TRUMAN - DAY

Final preparations.  The deck rises as the MOUNTAIN OF WATER 
REACHES UP INTO THE SKY.  The drones finally take off.    

INT. THE CROWN JEWEL - BRIDGE - DAY

Dumas and Huxley charge in with the others.  

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
We don’t have much left in the tanks. 

Jeremy hands Dumas the letter from the time capsule.
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JEREMY
Based on my father’s forecast model he 
says the rift will be at these 
coordinates just inside the triangle. 

ANTHONY
That’s great, but what the hell are we 
gonna do about them? 

The warrior skiffs quickly approach.  The warriors are 
preparing to fire a LONG-RANGE RAPID-FIRE CANNON.   

CAPTAIN DUMAS
The counter-charges.

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
We don’t have the power.

JEREMY
What counter-charges? 

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
All modern cruise ships have anti-
piracy counter-charges, but our 
electrical system is fried.  Unless...

(beat)
I can do it manually.  Leave me in the 
rescue barge, I’ll blow it hard-wired.

CAPTAIN DUMAS
You’ll be killed.

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
Then so be it.  It’s the only way. 

Huxley heads for the door.  But then, with authority --

CAPTAIN DUMAS
I’ll do it.  

(Huxley starts to protest)
You’re a young man, Nathan, and a good 
captain.  You may think I never liked 
you, but I’m the one who choose you.    

(beat)
I was born on the water.  I did three 
tours in Vietnam and when I was 
injured in a missile strike, I came 
here.  I’m married to the sea, Nathan.  
I was never going to retire.  Sit and 
write at a typewriter?  The stories, 
they’re out here.  And the triangle 
knows this.  It’s as much of the sea 
as I am.  If we all have a purpose, 
this is mine.  To go down for my ship.            
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A storm suddenly builds on the horizon.  Huxley salutes.

STAFF CAPTAIN HUXLEY
My Captain.

CAPTAIN DUMAS
(salutes back)

My Captain.  

INT. BREWSTER’S F/A-18 - FLYING - DAY

Danny flies with abandon.  He pulls a hairpin turn and fires 
on one of his pursuers.  The plane is hit and falls back.    

DR. BISHOP (V.O.)
Four minutes!

He has two bogeys on his tail.  And to make matters worse --

DANNY
Shit!  I can’t shake him!

Smith closes on Danny much like Danny closed on him earlier.  

DANNY
Son of a bitch, you wanna dance.  
Let’s dance.

Danny does the only thing he can do.  HE PULLS SMITH INTO THE 
SCISSORS.  But Smith is too good.  Danny can’t break free.

CAPTAIN SMITH (V.O.)
Nice try, Danny.  But this time I 
don’t need a cage to beat you.    

INT. SMITH’S F/A-18 - FLYING - DAY

Danny is forced to tuck-tail just like Smith did.  Smith 
falls in behind him.  He puts Danny in the cross-hairs. 

CAPTAIN SMITH 
Like I said, failure’s in your blood.

Smith puts his finger over the trigger --

DANNY (V.O.)
Lucky for me it’s what I do best.
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INT. DANNY’S F/A-18 - FLYING - DAY

DANNY SUDDENLY KILLS ONE OF HIS ENGINES.  Danny enters into a 
plummeting spin.  The boy freaks out in the jump seat.  

Smith flies past Danny, losing his shot.  Danny accelerates 
through the fall like he did in the opening, then PULLS OUT 
OF THE DIVE AT THE VERY LAST SECOND.  He turns on the other 
fighters and fires into their belly.  Smith circles around --

BUT DANNY QUICKLY DROPS IN BEHIND HIM.  Smith has no idea 
what just happened.  Danny lines up his shot.   

DANNY 
You lose, you son of a bitch.

Danny shoots out one of Smith’s engines and SMITH EJECTS INTO 
THE SKY.  Danny takes off toward the rift. 

DANNY (CONT’D)
Time to take you home, kid. 

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BULLPEN - DAY 

Stavic and the others follow Danny on the radar.  Ben and 
Melissa cheer him on.  The clock is down to 00:02.45...

THE GENERAL
Mr. President -- he’s through.

PRESIDENT HOLLOWAY
And he has the boy?

HILARY STAVIC
Yes, but we have no way of knowing if 
The Crown Jewel received the message.  
Without both, the plan is useless. 

PRESIDENT HOLLOWAY
(beat)

May God have mercy on his soul.  Pull 
everyone else back.  Send the drones.  
Dr. Stavic, fire when ready.

EXT. OCEAN - DAY

The warrior skiffs chase after The Crown Jewel.  The HEAD 
WARRIOR rides out front.  He eyes his prey, the long-range 
cannon ready to fire when suddenly something is in the water. 
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IT’S DUMAS STANDING TALL ON A RESCUE BARGE.  The skiffs slow.  
They approach with caution, weapons trained.  Dumas raises 
his hands to show that he’s unarmed.  He shouts to them.

CAPTAIN DUMAS
I am Captain Harold Dumas of The Crown 
Jewel.  And this is my duty. 

DUMAS PRESSES THE HIDDEN TRIGGER IN HIS HAND.  A line of 
counter-charges EXPLODE UNDERNEATH THE SKIFFS, destroying 
them.  Dumas is blown into the water with the warriors.  

And Dumas slowly sinks, a man of the sea to be buried there.

INT. BREWSTER’S F/A-18 - FLYING - DAY

The clouds begin to swirl.  A few of the instruments on 
Danny’s dash begin to malfunction.  Danny fights through it.  

DR. BISHOP (V.O.)
You’re right there!  Ten seconds!

Danny sees the DRONES coming from the opposite direction.  

DANNY
This better be right! 

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BULLPEN - DAY 

THE COUNTDOWN CLOCK HITS ZERO.  Stavic has her finger over 
the DETONATION BUTTON.  A tense beat.

BEN KNOX
Is it opening?  

Nobody knows the answer.  Melissa checks her monitor. 

MELISSA MENDEZ
The rift’s not there.

PRESIDENT HOLLOWAY
What do you mean it’s not there?

HILARY STAVIC
(figures it out)

The forecast model.  It was wrong.

INT. BREWSTER’S F/A-18 - FLYING - DAY

THE SWIRLING CLOUDS DROP DOWN ON THE HORIZON.  The storm is 
the largest and most destructive we’ve seen.  But still --
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DANNY
There’s no gap!  I can’t see a gap! 

EXT. SKYSCRAPER - ROOF TOP - DAY

Bishop works feverishly but comes to the same conclusion.   

DR. BISHOP
(to himself)

Son of a bitch. 

DANNY (V.O.)
Where the hell is it?! 

Bishop receives a TEXT MESSAGE on his phone.  He ignores it.  
THE RIFT HAS STARTED TO ACTIVATE AS THE CITY BECOMES UNGLUED.  
Several buildings break free and are sucked to the triangle.

INT. THE CROWN JEWEL - MAIN DECK - DAY

The storm rages around them.  Everyone is there.  Curtis lay 
on the deck, dying.  Claire leans down next to him. 

CLAIRE
Stay with me.  We’re almost home. 

Jeremy looks up at the storm, the clouds.  And then, almost 
unbelievably, THE SHIP AND THE SURVIVORS BEGIN TO VIBRATE.   

JEREMY
Come on, Dad.  Be right.  

EXT. SKYSCRAPER - ROOF TOP - DAY

Bishop refigures the calculations to no avail.  He’s crushed.

DR. BISHOP
I’m sorry, Danny.  I was wrong.  

But then, for some reason, Bishop picks up his phone.  THE 
TEXT IS THE PICTURE THAT JEREMY SENT HIM WHEN THE CROWN JEWEL 
WENT INTO THE RIFT.  There’s something strange about it.  

And then it hits him.   

INT. BREWSTER’S F/A-18 - FLYING - DAY

Danny’s in no man’s land.  HIS PLANE IS BUFFETED BY DEBRIS AS 
IT’S SUCKED INTO THE TRIANGLE.  Danny turns the plane away. 

103.



DANNY
I gotta get the hell outta here.

DR. BISHOP (V.O.)
Wait!  Full throttle, fifteen degrees 
south-southwest, less than two clicks! 

DANNY
I can’t see it, there’s nothing there!

EXT. SKYSCRAPER - ROOF TOP - DAY

Bishop is out of his chair, almost frantic.  The city is on 
the verge of disappearing just like the islands before them. 

DR. BISHOP
It was my son!  He sent a picture from 
The Crown Jewel just as they were 
being sucked into the rift!  He was 
already three days in the future!     

INT. BREWSTER’S F/A-18 - FLYING - DAY

DR. BISHOP (V.O.)
The rift is a tunnel, Danny, not a 
gap!  The calculations were for where 
the tunnel ends, not where it starts!

Danny has no other choice but to believe him.  He floors the 
jet as fast as it can go.  And as he follows the heading --  

THE RIFT STARTS TO OPEN IN FRONT OF HIM.  The boy VIBRATES 
LIKE A COMPASS NEEDLE AS HE’S PUSHED AGAINST THE SEAT.

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BULLPEN - DAY

Stavic follows the radar.  She realizes what’s happening.

HILARY STAVIC
Send the drones!  Follow him!

INT. BREWSTER’S F/A-18 - FLYING - DAY

The storm is catastrophic.  The rift finally opens, and for 
the first time, we see it as Charles Taylor saw it -- 

IT’S A TUNNEL IN THE SKY.  Danny closes, the drones right on 
his tail.  Danny shoots one of them away.  And then, at the 
very last second, DANNY LOSES ALL POWER IN HIS PLANE --  
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JUST AS THE PLANE PLUNGES INTO THE RIFT.  A beat.  And then 
there’s an ENORMOUS FLASH OF LIGHT. 

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BULLPEN - DAY

ALL THE SCREENS BURN TO WHITE.  No one can see anything.

HILARY STAVIC
The drones are in!  I’m activating --

BEN KNOX
(jumps to his feet)

Wait!!

Stavic stops, her finger hovering over the button -- 

EXT. ATLANTIC OCEAN - DAY

JUST AS THE DRONES FLY OVER THE CROWN JEWEL IN THE WATER.  

All the debris flying toward the rift falls into the ocean.  
The mountain of water slowly recedes.  The storm stops.    

EXT. THE CROWN JEWEL - MAIN DECK - DAY

Jeremy opens his eyes and see the drones.  He knows. 

JEREMY
We did it!  We made it!

And the celebration begins.  Curtis even manages a smile 
through the pain.  Huxley can’t believe it.  They’re home.

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BULLPEN - DAY

The same cheer goes up in the bullpen.  Stavic is stunned.     

MELISSA MENDEZ
Mr. President, the rift is closed.  

Melissa and Ben hug.  Then they kiss.  And then --

MELISSA MENDEZ (CONT’D)
Yeah, let’s never do that again.

BEN KNOX
You got it. 
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INT. BREWSTER’S F/A-18 - FLYING - DAY

Danny is somehow still flying, but the plane has lost all 
power.  Danny’s going down in a spin, but then suddenly --  

DANNY REGAINS CONTROL.  The power comes back to life.  He’s 
saved.  Danny is amazed at the ELECTRICITY in the air. 

DANNY
We did it, kid.

Danny looks over his shoulder, BUT THE BOY IS GONE.   And 
then Danny smiles.  He finally heads for home. 

EXT. NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE - RUNWAY - DAY

Danny brings his fighter in for a landing.  Several people 
are there to meet him, including Rachel and Bishop.  Danny 
gets out and greets Rachel with a passionate kiss.  

DANNY
What was that part about saving the 
world and getting the girl? 

A helicopter lands nearby.  The survivors of The Crown Jewel 
exit.  Bishop finds Jeremy in the crowd.  They hug.    

DR. BISHOP
I love you, Jeremy.  I’m sorry I was 
an asshole.  I’m so sorry. 

JEREMY
It’s okay, Dad, I was an asshole, too.  
You saved us.

DR. BISHOP
(sincere; proud)

You did. 

Danny and Rachel look at all the happy faces, the survivors 
finally home.  Curtis is given medical attention.  And then --

DANNY
(re: the boy)

I hope it worked. 

RACHEL
I know it did. 

An AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER comes down to the NAVAL COMMANDER.

AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER 
Sir, something is wrong.
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INT. NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE - TOWER - DAY

Bishop, Danny and Rachel head up with the crowd.  

AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER
We picked something up on the radar 
just as soon as the rift closed. 

A RADIOMAN nervously works the radio.

RADIOMAN
Please identify yourself. 

A static-filled voice finally comes through the radio. 

TAYLOR (V.O.)
This is FT-28.  We just had some sort 
of event up here.  Lightning’s messing 
my system.  Can you guide me home?

Danny and Bishop share a look -- how could this happen?

DR. BISHOP
The triangle.  It was a two-way 
street.  It brought him here. 

EXT. NAVAL AIR STATION FORT LAUDERDALE - RUNWAY = EVENING

Charles Taylor’s AVENGER BOMBER lands against the setting 
sun.  Danny and the rest are there to meet him.

Taylor gets out, the same age as the day he disappeared.  No 
one quite knows what to do.  Danny steps forward.  And then --

TAYLOR
What am I doing here?  

INT. ORLANDO THEME PARK - MEDICAL TENT - DAY

A DOCTOR examines Janice.  Rosalyn is there.  The doctor 
turns to Rosalyn and shakes his head -- the end is near.  

But then Danny, Taylor and Rachel come through the door.  
Taylor immediately goes to Janice’s side.  He’s almost scared 
to touch her, seeing the love of his life lying like this.

Taylor swells with emotion, then grabs Janice’s hand.  Janice 
opens her eyes and sees Taylor.  She can’t believe it. 

TAYLOR
Mon petite chou.  I’m here.  I’m here.   
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It’s an incredibly beautiful moment.  And as Janice smiles, 
the color returning to her cheeks, Danny turns to Rachel --   

DANNY
Something good will come of this.  
That’s what you said. 

RACHEL
Yes.

DANNY
This was it.    

Finally they understand.  Rachel grabs Danny’s hand. 

DANNY (V.O.)
The truth is I don’t know if there’s a 
God, but I believe there is a plan. 

EXT. THE ADELAIDE - MOVING - DAY

THE ADELAIDE returns to AFRICA in 1694.  WILD ANIMALS roam 
the shore.  Hundreds of SLAVES wait to start their new lives.

DANNY (V.O.)
What the plan is, I don’t know.  But 
there are too many coincidences for it 
to be any other way.

A YOUNG COUPLE looks out.  Suddenly THE BOY is there wearing 
Rachel’s necklace.  The couple takes him in their arms.    

EXT. ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY - DAY

Jeremy and Bishop together, kneeling at Sheila’s grave.  They 
kiss their fingers and put them on the grave.  A ritual.   

DANNY (V.O.)
And through dark times, through those 
times when we feel helpless and lost, 
fate has a way of steering us back to 
where we belong... 

EXT. SEASIDE AIRPORT - EVENING

Danny and Rachel are together.  They watch as Janice and 
Taylor talk on the runway, Taylor’s plane ready to fly.

DANNY (V.O.)
To places of love, hope, forgiveness.  

108.



RACHEL
What are they talking about? 

DANNY
I have no idea. 

Taylor and Janice kiss.  Then Taylor climbs into his plane 
and takes off into the setting sun.  Janice watches. 

INT. COLLEGE APARTMENT - NIGHT

A pizza party.  Jeremy and Curtis are engaged in an intense, 
but friendly video game battle.  Curtis’ side is bandaged.

DANNY (V.O.)
My grandmother used to talk of a bad 
penny following this family around. 

Anthony and Claire eat pizza.  Claire smiles as she watches 
the game.  She sits next to Curtis.  Laughter fills the room. 

INT. RESEARCH FACILITY - BULLPEN - NIGHT

Being packed up, but a few of the machines are still on.  Ben 
Knox and Melissa Mendez eat Thai food in the corner. 

DANNY (V.O.)
But maybe that penny was something 
greater.  Maybe it was an opportunity.

Bishop sits by himself, watching the main monitor, waiting.

FIRESTEIN (O.S.)
You think it’ll open again, don’t you?  

Firestein is behind him dressed casually for the first time.  
Bishop never takes his eyes off the screen.  And then --

BISHOP
Absolutely.  

Bishop’s cell phone rings.  He picks it up right away.

BISHOP (CONT’D)
Hey, Jeremy.  What’s going on?  

EXT. USS HARRY S. TRUMAN - MAIN DECK - DAY

A private awards ceremony.  Danny receives the SILVER STAR 
from President Holloway.  Rachel and Janice look on.   
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DANNY (V.O.)
But it’s in each of us to want that 
change.  To want to be better.  And if 
we embrace that opportunity, I cannot 
help but think we will be rewarded... 

PRESIDENT HOLLOWAY
Congratulations, Lieutenant.

Danny smiles and receives his well-wishes from a few NAVAL 
OFFICERS.  And then Captain Smith approaches.  Danny doesn’t 
know what to expect... 

But then Smith extends his hand.  Danny shakes it.

CAPTAIN SMITH
Best two out of three, shit-head?

DANNY
You’re on. 

EXT. BEACH - DAY

The beach from the future.  DUMAS’ body washes up onto shore.  
He looks DEAD.  But then he coughs.  Dumas sees some wreckage 
of the barge and the warrior skiffs have washed up nearby. 

Amazingly, Dumas finds his TYPEWRITER inside the barge. 

DANNY (V.O.)
And those rewards will be infinite... 

EXT. OCEAN - DAY

Dumas has refurbished one of the warrior skiffs and sails out 
over the water.  He looks young again, refreshed.  Dumas 
takes the typewriter and throws it overboard into the ocean. 

DANNY (V.O.)
And our future will be bright.

And as the typewriter sinks into the darkness, we pull back 
over the coast to reveal A CITY OF TOMORROW.  Washington DC 
in 2316.  Sparkling and new, the fallout avoided.  

And as we fly over the glorious city --

FADE OUT.
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